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Ofthe-Minsrens & Pro- 
FESSORS Of ABERDENE,,, 
To 
The. ſecond AnsweRes of fome_ 


REVEREND BRETHREN, , 


(oncerning 


The LATE COVENANT. 


Tf thos taks foorth the precious from the vyle, thou fhalt be as 
my mouth: Let them returne vnto thee, but returne not 
thou onto them, ITEREM. 15.19. 


Hononr all men: Lowe the Brotherhoods Feare G © D- Ho- 
norr the King. 1.PET,2, 17, 


: ( Pac. 3 -.* 


To Tre UNPARTIALL 


READER. 
> =) T may bee you have 


not,as yet, heard the true re- 
1 22& ation of our proccedinges ; and 
C7 5g Carriage, towards thoſe two Reverend 

bh Fg Brethren, who came latelic hither, to 
recommendto' vs, and our People, the LATE COFYE- 
N ANT: Wee declare therefore to you, That we hea- 
ring of their comming, andintention, and beeing of a 
contrarie mynde, reſolved, that before wee ſhould give 
conſent , 'that they ſhould preach to .our People, wee 
would propone ro them, by way of certaine DEMan D8, 
the chiefe reaſons which made vs to bee averſe from 
their proceedings; promiſing to admitthem to our Pal. 
pits, if they ſhould giue vs ſatisfaQtion , concerning the 
LATE COVEN ANT. Wee intended not to Print 
theſe D.z MAN DEs atthefirſt ;: but afterwards can- 
fidering howe much our People might bee con- 
firmed by them ,.inthat pious reſolution which they 
have , to continue in the obedience of the Lawes of this 
Church and Kingdome, .concerning EPISCOP ACIE, 
-and-rchoſe thinges which were concluded in” PEARTH 
*ASSEMBLIE, wee thought good to put them. to. the 
. A2 x Preſſe, 
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Prefle, but determined not to make vſe of them, by di- 
vulgating them, except we ſaw that our people ſtood in 
preſent neede of them; which indcede came to paſſc:for 
vpon Fryday, tbe twentie of 7zlie laſt , rheſe Reverende 
Brethren came to this Towne, and having that ſame 
night receavedour DEeMANDEs in writ, they returned 
their Anſweres vnto them on Saturday following, late in 
the evening : but they came not to our.handes, who re- 

lyed vnto them,vntill Sunday in the morning. Neyther 
B we leaſure to reade; or conſider, vntill both the Ser- 
mons were ended in our Churches. Wherefore wee did 


meere togerher that day,at foure houres afternoone;that 


vee:might peruſe then. And atthat ſame tyme , hea- 


ring that theſe Reverend Brethren had preached in au- - 


dience of dyverſe of our-people, conveaned in the court 
ofa noble man his lodging , not having obtayned our 


conſent thereto, and in their Sermons had vſed a forme - 


of Anſwering to our DEManDEs , which they did pub- 
licklie reade , affirming, that they had given full ſatisfa- 
ction to vs, ina written gps of their Anſweresgwhich 
ay had ſent to vs: and by that meanes, had laboured to 


diflwade and draw our People from their obedience vne- - 


tothe Articles of PEARTH, & the Lawes of this Kin g- 


dome ratifying them: wee knowing how :inſufficient. 


their 4nſweres were , to give ſatisfaction ro anie, who 
would duelie ponder our DeMan Des » gaue licence to 
the Printer to-dirulgate them , and the:nexr day did 
wryte our REPLYES to their Auſweres, intending to put. 
them tothe Preſſe on Tueſday. But wee were earneitlie 
entreated by a noble Man, ro fend backe to them the 
copieof their Auſweres, chat they might reviſe and per- 
fe&t them; & alſo to delay the printing of.ourReeLYEs 
vntill. Fryday following. Which-wee willinglie granted. 
'But-wherefore this was deſired of vs , you may conje- 
ure: ſeeing they neyther:added, nor duniniſhzd, nar 


altered- 
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they 
COYVEN ANT, than they were before, Now good 


Reader, wee preſent to thee oxwr REPLYES , to their ſe- 
cond Anſweres ; Which for ſhorenefſe cauſe , wee have 
called DV PLYES: weepray you conſider them yn- 
partialli>. And if yoa reape aaie benefitz by peruſing 
thenetit not be aſcrybed vato vs, butto the invincible 
force of divyne Traeth, Wee conclude with Zorobabells 
ſayings» Bleſſed bee the GAD of Trueth: Aad ler all the: 
People ſhour , and faye, Great is Tructh , and mightie 
eboxe all thinges« _ 


To 
B | 
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TO OUR REVE- 
REND BRETHREN 


M- ALExanDer HeEnDeERSON 


And 
M*- Davio Dickson. 


FSDEEES Hat your Anſweres, 
1O\ Reverende and Deares 


Brethren; haue not in anie_s 
degree ſatisfied vs , wee impmte it 
not to your weakneſſe » whom wee 
hnow ts bee able Men , and much 
exercyſed in the matters debated 
betwixt vs: but wee impute i ts 
the weakneſſe of your cauſe , and to that inabilitie which 1s in 
all men, as well as in you , to beare out agaynFt the Trueth. 
Wee are ſorie that yee are not ſo reſpettine, and favourable, in 
7087 judgement of vs * for yee playnlie declare in your Pre- 
Face that yee ſuſpett vs of prejudice: and that for two reaſons, 
The firft x , that our Demandes, which yee conceave _ 
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To Ovi BrEtHrken. + 
beene meerelie intended for you , were publiſhed before year 


comming in Print : as alſo, that our REPLYES were Prin- 
ted before we receaved your laſt Anſweres rs them. Whence 
ee conclude , that wee were rather a ryming at vittorie, moyed 
thereto by prejudice » than at ſattsfattion by ſearching of the 
Trueth. This reaſon is grounded pon a miſtaking: for altho 
our Demandes at the firſt > were intended for you onlie , yet 
afterwardes we reſolved to Print them.as alſo our REeLYESS 
( the Printing whereof aid nowayes depend pon your ſecond 
Anſweres, ) not for loue of contention , nor deſire of vitto- 
rie, ( GOD knoweth ) but for ſuch reaſons, as wee haue ex- 
preſſed in our Preface to the pupartiall Reader , whom wee 
hope wee haxe ſatisfied in this poynt. Your other reaſon is, that 
the groundes of your Anſweres to vs, haue proven ſatis fafto- 
rie to others, who for xp and Learning , are pryme men of 
this Kingdome : and to whom our modeſt wil nos ſuffer vs, 
to preferre our ſelues.Farre be it fro vs to be ſo preſumptuous, 
as to preferre our ſelues to ſo mane Learned and Law Di- 
wynes : aud as farre bee u from ws, to meaſure the ſoliditie 
and ſufficrencie of your Anſweres, by the Habilities or Indu- 
ments of theſe, who haue acquieſced in them. If this your rea- 
ſon were good, the Papiſts might more probablie accuſe vs of 
prejudice , ( as mdeede they vnjuſtlie doe ) becauſe your An= 
{weres to our Argumentes, haxe proven ſatisfattorie to ma- 
nie thouſands of thoſe, who for profunditie , and ſubtiline of 
wit, are 1feriour to none of the World: but wee regarde not 
this ſlender motine, remembring theſe wordes of our Savioury 
I thanke Thee , O Father , Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
becauſe Thou haſt hid theſe thinges from the Wyſe and 
Prudent, and haſt revealed them vnto Babes : even ſo, 
O Father, forſo it ſeemed goodin Thy ſight. Beſides, 
sf yee compare the Divynes, Ancient and Moderne,who are of 
our judgement, with theſe who favour your opinion, eyther in 
wwmber, or in the excellencie of their gifts, ye ſhall find that in 
this, the advantage ts greatlie ours, In the meane tyme mn 
«: | ſha 


8 To Ovx Bzeruxen. 
ſhall know, that wee can bring farre better reaſons to free our 
ſelues of prejudice, than theſe which yee haue brought agaynſt 
vs: towit, the ſolid;tie of our Argamentes, which haue put 
you to ſuch ſtrates , ( pardon vs to ſay that, which everie one 
wha hati eyes, may ſee ) that oft-tymzs yee doe a3t ſo muchas 
attempt to anſwere them, beeing glad to paſſe them by with the 
ſhow of an Argument iy contrarium, or ſome other lyke 
ſhife : o:4r humole and earneſt atteſtations, in calling GOD, 
the oalie competent judgey as witn eſſe of our (iaceritie , in the 
inmoſt thoughtes of our ſoule, our ſeriouſlie profeſſed Reſoly- 
tion, to concurre with you, if wee ſhould get ſarisfution from 
you : the Modeſtie, Ingenuitic,and Peaceableneſſe of 0w7 very- 
zmgs to you , and onthe contrarie , your too great diſdainful- 
neſſe and aſperitie in your ſecond Anſweres ;z bewraying not 
onlie the weakneſſe of your myndes, farre by our expetation, 
but alſo the weakneſſe of your cauſe to ynpartiall Readers, 
who aſcrybe this to the pungent force of our Anſweres ; 
judging , that they hane made you ſome-what mare cho- 
tericke, than you were before. To this wee will adds the great 
reluttance, which ſome of the moſt Fudicious Subſcribentes did 
finds in their Conſciences, before they ſubſcrybed your Cove- 
nant; together with the Limitations ,and Reſervations,where- 
with they ſubſcrybed it;evidentlie arguing their ſtrong appre- 
henſion, of the dangerous ambiguitie and hacke ſounding of the 
wordes of the Late Covenant : ſo that even theſe who are 
now joyned with you, haze beene much affrighted with thoſe 
thinges which terrifie vs. As for your Proteſtation in the 
ende of your Epiſtle, that yee can no more bee brought to our 
mynde,than yee can bee drawne from the profeſſion of our Reli- 
gion » 4s it hath beene reformed , ſworne , 8c. Altho this 
mporteth na ſmall prejudice, poſſeſiing and over-ruling your 
 myndes ;, yet looking to the invincible force of that Trueth 
which wee mayntayne » wee even yet hope that at laſt it ſhall 
prevaile with you; eſpeciallie conſidering that our controver ſie 
55 y0t concerning the reformsd Religion; wherevnto wee as 
ſmcerelig 
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neerelie adheare as anie who-ſo-ever , but concerning the 
equitie of that forme of Covenant which " ug latelie made, 
W:ſhing you and all others, to adheare truelie and ſincerelie, 
80 the ſame true Religion , and to all the ducties which in it 


are recommended to 'you : wee moſt humblie , and earneſtlie 


pray the Almightie GOD,to pittie Hu Church in this King- 
dome , and to unite all our heartes in Trueth and Peace, 11 
theſe moſt dangerous dayes: which although they bee to you 
dayes of gladneſſe, as yee profeſſe , yet to thoſe who loxe the 
peace of Sion , and rhe tranquillitie of this Kingdome, they 
are Sad and Melancholious dayes , in reſpett of the blacke 
clowaes of GOD'S wrath, hanging over our heads,@ threat- 
ning vs with ſtormes of fear full Calamities : which wee pray 
the eAlmightie GOD to avert. 


> —_— 


Tre Firxsr DvoerLy. 


YT YF, N our Diſputes a- 


gayn{t- the ' Papiifes, 


@ I ] 7.JY (which havebene frequent, 
No SF andby GOD'S grace not vn- 
| ARS fruitfull, ) as wee haue learned, 
that to multipHe objections a- 
aynſt the Trueth,is a thing ea- 
FA » as yee ſay, but fruitleſſe-and 
vaine : ſoalfo wee havelearned , that to multiplie Eva- 
ſions, a gaynlt f olide Arguments brought for the Traeth, 
isathing .no-leſle caſie, but altogether vnprofitable : 
which wee pray you take heede to. How forcible are right 
wordes ? bat what doeth your arguing reproue? I0B 6. 25, 


GC 2. Yee 
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2. Yee ſay,that our objeCtion,agaynſt your calling,and 
the warrand of your coming to vs, was framed & publi- 
ſhed in Print, betore it vas proponed vnto you, andere 
your Anſwere could bee __ | Indeede our DEMAnDes 
were at the Preſſe ar your comming, thatthey might be 
in readineſle; but were nor publiſhed, before your ſelues 
in your Sermones did publicklie reade them, and diſpute 
agaynſt them, in audicnce of ſuch of our People as were 
rhere preſent for the tyme ; albeit that written copie of 
them was aclyvered to you onlie , and not at that tyme 
communicated by vs to anie other, 

3; Your Authoritie which ye acclayme;is neyther from 
his Majeſtie, nor warranded by At of Parliament ; nor 
by the Lordes of his Majeſties Counſell, nor by anie Na- 
tionall Synode of this Kingdome , nor by anie Fudicatorie 
eſtablithed in it. And both in yourfirlt Anſwere , as alſo 
now agayne yee profeſſe , that yee came not hitherto 
vſurpe.the Authoririe, of anie Civill or Spirituall Indica. 
rorie. As for your multitude , ( which yee call almoſt 
the whole Kirke and Kingdome ) it beeing deſtitute of 
Authoritie foreſayde , maketh no warrand of ordinarie 
calling. Therefore , yee ſeeme to pretende an extraor- 
dinarie calling from GOD, alleadging an extraordina- 
rie neceflitie at this ryme , which truelie wee ſee not in 

anie ſuch de gree, as may deſerue and warrand ſo greata 
change from the receaved order, which is publicklie by 
Lawes eſtabliſhed in this Kirke and Kingdome. That 
ſaying of the Apoſtle , Let vs conſider one another , to pro- 
woke vnto loxe, andto good workes , which yee alleadge 
for your extraordinarie imployment , importeth not an 
extraordinarie calling , but an ordinarie duetie, to 
bee performed by all Chriſtians, according to thcir Cal- 

lings. 
-| The Word of GOD. and the Canons of Councells, 
doe ſo permit to Paſtors, the care of the whole Kirke, 
as they 
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as they muſt remember to doe all thinges, Decentlie atid 
in Order, and not to interpone themlelues in their Bre- 
threns charges, and agaynit rheir will: And praiſed bee 
G OD, there was nortanje Combuſtion , Errour , or 
Confuſion, intheſeplaces of our charges, as yee doe al- 

leadge : Neyther did our People ſtandin neede; of ſuch 

helpe from you. Andifyee meane the Combuſtion of 
our Nationall Kirke , wee doe thinke your remecde not” 
convenient; as beeing, in our judgement, not agreeable 

to the right way of Trueth and Peace. 

5. Whereasyeealleadge, that if fome members of 
this Kirke, had not cared more kyndlie , in this tyme of 
common danger, than others haue done, the whole bo 
dic had beene ere now dangerouſlie, if not deſperatelie, 
diſeaſed; Wee anſwere, That wee mot heartilie wiſh, 
anie diſeaſe of this Church , ro bee rymouſlie prevented 
and cured. But withall wee wiſh this to bee done with- 
out a rupture, and ſuch a dangerous diviſion : chieflie 
ſeeing our Church is not infefted with anie fuchEr- 
roures nor is in ſuch dangers, as may-giue juſt occaſion, 
of ſofearfull a divifion: which in it ſelfe is aſore diſeaſe, 
and from which in holie Scripture, wee are often , and 
verie carneftlie dehorted. D:onyſius Biſhop of eLlexan- 
dria , in his Epiſtle ro Novari , recorded by Exſebins, 
Lib. 6. Hiftorie Cap. 37. worthilie ſaycth , Tos owght ra= 
ther to haue ſuffered anie thing what-ſo-ever, for avoyding of 
cutting aſunder the Kirke o f GOD: and Martyrdome for 
keeping the Kirke from Schiſme , i no leſſe glorious » than 
which us ſuffered, for not committing Idolatrie. And in my 
opinion alſo it is greater ;, for in ſuffring HMartyrdome for 'not 
committing [dolatrie , a man ſuffereth for one , even for his 
owne ſoule , but heere a man ſuffereth Martyrdome for the 
whole Kirke, | ” w _ 

6.. Yee affirme;that we haue no reaſon to complayne 
of your carriage , heere towards vs , in reſpect yee for 
| your 
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your Sermones preached to our People, made choyſe of 
vacant houres , thatrhey might attende the ordinarie 
tymes of Worſhip, But indeede this ſarisfieth not our 
complaynt : for we juſtlie complayned of your preach- 
ing to our People, . without our conſent, at anie houre; 
and of your Jabouring , ro make them Subſcrybe rhe 
LATE COVEN ANT, before yee had given fatisfa» 
&ion ts vs, concerning the equitie of it, 

7. Yeereprooue vs for theſe harmleſfſe wordes of a 
Confederation, and Negatine (onfeflion, That little (dn- 
fejſien , was. long agoe called Negative, 4 parte ma- 
ere. Andas for that other word , it is well knowne to 
all choſe who are expert in our Morher Tongue , andin 
the Latine , that Covenanting, and Confederation , doe 
ſignifie one, and the ſame thing : and therefore , both 
theſe wordes are alyke reſpectfull , in our judgement, 
Whereas yee ſay,thatyour COVENANT is made with 
GQD:, and doe call it His COFEN ANT: and lyke- 
wyle for Jaltifying your bag + and Subſcrybing 
thereof, doe bring ſome places of Scripture , wherein 
mention is made ofa COVENANT, 8 Oath, betwixt. 
GOD and His People ; wee ſhall then allowe the ſame 
name , and reſpect vnto your Covenant , when yee ſhall 
make it manifeſt,that your Covenant in all poynts therein 
contayned , hath no lefſe warrand from the writren 
word of GOD , than that Covenant which the 1/raclites 
did (weare in the dayes of /ofhna, (Io gu v a 24. verſe 
25 ) andin the dayes of Fehojada the Prieſt, (2.Kincs 
II, verſe 17) andinthe dayes of King 4a, _———_ N, 
I5. verſe 15 ) andthat which is mentioned by Isa1an, 
44+ verſe 5. OY 

$.. As wee are (till informed, that ſome hane fled the 
Countrey, and ſome haue Subſcrybed for feare ; ſo no 
Paſtors in our knowledge haue gone to-Court , for the 


cayſes alleadged by you, Wee doe not preſume to j udge 
| of the 
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of the Conſciences of men, and wee wiſhyon to, judge' 
more charitablie, of theſe Reverende Prelates, than yee 
doe. The occaſion of this preſent ſtorme was pretended . 
£0 bee the Introduttion of the Bookes of Service , and Ca- 
rons , and the high Commiſſion. Theſe cauſes are now re- 
moved ; and yet the ſtorme continueth {6 vehement, 
(as yee ſeeme to grant)that the Biſhops haue juſt feares 
warranding their flight , to ſaue their perſons ; which 
wee judge to bee too great violence,for anie ſuch cauſe, 
agaynſt perſons in ſo ſacred a callin 9g | 

9. Weeſhallaſſuredlie, ( by the grace of GOD) 

contribute, as yee deſire , our prayers , andall other 
meanes agreeable to our conſciences , for extinguiſhing 
of the preſent Combuſtion. And for that effect , everie 


| oneof vs ſhall ſecretlie, and humblie , mourne before 


the LORD, and ſhall-ſearch and trye our Wayes , and 
turne vnto the LORD. And as wee hane alreadie hum« 
bled our ſelues publicklie , with Faſting and Mourning 
for that effe&, ſo are wee readie intyme to come, to 
doe the lyke, when it ſhall bee indiaed or allowed by 
Anthoritie » according to the eſtabliſhed order in this 
Kirke and Kingdome, Yea, alſo wee are readie to joyne 
with you inthe Late Covenant, ſo ſoone as wee ſhall re- 
ceaue fatisfation to our conſciences, concerning the 
lawfulnefle thereof; whichas wee haue proteſted be- 
fore , ſodoe wee yet proteſt, and profeſle, | 
10, The Reaſons which yee touch in your firſt Az- 
were, for proving that wee might without juſt of-, 
tence ro anie , joyne with you in Subſcrybing the Cove- 
nant) arc ſufficientlie anſwered in our firſt Replye, For, 
Fir, Itisnot yet diſcerned in a Nationall Aſſemblic, 
whether your Interpretation added to the Olde (ovenantss 
bee in all poynts ſound or vnſound , and therefore wec 
haue reaſon to thinke, that this New Covenants., 15 not 
ſubſtantiallie one with the _ chieflic ſeeing ir _ 
| tort 
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to the Olde Covenants, not onlie your Interpretation of it; 
but alſo a promiſe of forbearance of the praGtiſe of 
Pearth Articles , wntill they bee tryed in an Aſemblie; 
and lyke-wyſe a Bandof Mutnall Defence , by force of 
Armes , made without the King's privitie and. conſent. 
Secondlic , Your inference of «Af utuall Defence , apaynſt 
al perjows what-ſo-ever , drawne from the words of the 
Olde (ovenants, is meerlie invalide. For nothing was 
pactioned or promiſed in the o/de Covenant, , without 
the King's Majeſtic his privitie ; but the Band of Mu 
tuall Defence, agayn#t all perſons what-ſa-ever , in this 
your New (ovenantsis without the command or conſent 
ofthe Xing, to whom onlic the Sword is given in this 
Kingdome, immediatlie by GOD. See to this purpoſe 
the words of King LAMES the ſixt of bleſſed Memories 
in his booke entituled, The Law of free eMenarchies, in 
the Englifl: edicivu vſhic royall workes, at London, Auns 
2616. Pag. 206, That which yee adde concerning the 
Generall Band, is alfa little to the purpoſe , for that 
- yur had the King's warrand, where-as his Majeſtio 
doeth now forbid your Cevenant. Thirdlie, Altho the 
Former Oath ſubſcrybed, did appertayne onlie to the 
perſons of the ſubſcrybers , all thedayes of their lyucs; 
yetyou hauc in your /uterpreration, extended the Obligae 
Fion thereof) to the preſent and ſucceeding generations 
in this land , without anie warrand eyther from Publicke 
LTayes , or from the wordes of the Oath it ſelfe: which 
alſo is a Su5ſtantiall Difference betwixt that Oath , and 
your Late ew Where-as yee alleadge , that the 
warrand which the Olde (openant had from King, Conn 
fell , and Aſemblie, remayneth vircuallie , and was ne- 
ver yet diſcharged ; wee anſwere, it remaineth not, and 
that becauſe King F AMES of bleſſed «Memnrie, diſa- 
lowed that little (onfeſſton,in reſpect of the inconvenien< 
Eic of the multitude of NVegarimes, as is cleare by his Mas 


jeſties 
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jefties wordes, publiſhed in the Printed ſunamae of the c5- 
ference holden at Hampton Conrt , Anus 1603. And no 
former Att of Coxnſell, made in the tyme of anie former 
King,doeth ſufficiently warrand our conſciences to Sub- 
fcrybe anie Oathnow , which ſeemeth to vs to bee dif. 
agreeable to the At of Parliament ; and which our pre- 
fent Dread. Soveraygne LORD , the King's Majeſtic, by 
his publicke Proclamations ; and cther [ntimations of his 
Royall pleaſure, forbiddeth vs to Subſcrybe. And as for 
the Afs of theſe rwo Aſſemblies, which did injoyne ſub- 
ſcription to rhe ſayde Little I: they were Rela- 
tizetothe King's Mandate, which is now expyred by 
his owne declaration , and with his Royall breati , ac-. 
cording to that common Marine: e Morte mandators: 
expirat mandatum. Extra. De officio & poteſtate judicis dele- 
£ati, Cap. 19. relatum eft in gloſſe, For the injunction was 
given for that tyme onlie, as wee conceaue,becing ware 
randed by the wordes of theſe Aſewblies. | 
11, Theſe that were ſuſpe& of PapiFrie amongit 
vs, haue not beene vrged by vs to Subſcrybe that Nega- 
tixe Confeſtion ; but onelie ſome Articles relatine tothe 
A ational (onfeſſion. And as for ſuch as receaue dgrees in 
Philofophie, in our Colledges,they doe ſiveare onlie to the 
true reformed _ > aSitis publicklie profeſſed and 
preached, according to GOD'S word,in this Kirke of 
Scotlend, and eſtabliſhed by publicke Authoritie, with a 
generall eLojuration of all, both Popiſh,and other Here- 
Þes contrarie thereto. And thoſe who receaue degrees. 
of Divinitie, doe more expreſzlie ſweare to the Orrho- 
doxe determinations of the Ancient {arholicke Kirke, as 
is evident by the words of che Qath , whereofrhe tengr 
followeth, 


= A. B. ſantte & ex animo coram omniſcio & omnipo- 
tente Deo confitear & profiteor fide eam que de ſanila Tri- 
Nit4te; 
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nitate & Mediatore Emmanuele a ſanftis Patribus mn ſex 
primes O Ecnmenicts concilizs , contra Pauls Samoſateni, Sa- 
belly, Ari; e Macedoni/, Apollinars, Neſtory , Euty- 
chetts , & eMonothelitarum hereſes propofita explicata & 
defenſa et, eſſe vere Chriſftianam, orthodoxam , Catholi- 
cam, ex ſacrts Canonicts ſcripturts hauſtam ; Symbolunts 
quogue ſantti Athanaſs: vt ſimiliter orthodoxum tne recipere. 
Item me ex animo deteſtari hereſin Pelegianam, ejuſque reli- 
quias Semipelagianas, & eas hareſes que Imaginibus aut vis 
merg creature religioſam concedunt adorationem-. Item, me 
monavchiam Pape Romani in univerſam Eccleſia,& ejus cuns 
3n fpiritualibus tum in temporalibus primatum , & judicy 
Papalts in religions controverſits infallibilitatem. , tanquam 
entichriſtiana deliramenta rejicere,omheſque etiam alias here- 
ſes tum olim invettas , tumrecens ſub Romani Pontificss ty- 
rannide natas anathematizo. eAgnoſco Spiritum ſanftum in 
Canouicis V.& N.TeStamenti ſcripturts per Prophetas, Eva- 
gcliftas,Apoſtolos rerun. nobzs vnticum, ſupremums 
2»fallibilem,& ordinarium omnium de fide vitaque Chriſtiana 
Controverſiarum Indicem-. Et S. ſcripturam Canonicis VP. ac 
IN. Teſtament: libris comprehenſam eſſe vnicam, certam, fta< 
bitem, perfeftam , totalemregulam fidei viteque Chriſtiane, 
3um quoad textum: tum quoad interpretationem authenticam 
ſes divine authoritatts ; & hanc qua hodie in Eccleſia Scoti= 
cans palam & publica anthoritate ex ſacro DE1 yerbo propo- 
nitur de credendis , ſperandss, amandis, doftrinam eſſe ortho- 
doxam,Catholicam. Et ipſam hanc Eccleſia Scoticane doftri- 
nam, me ad extremum vſque vita mee halitym conftanter per 
DEI gratiam profeſſurum &. pro mea vocatione defenſurum 
ſantte promuto, fo Iaſi _ alme huic Univerſitati cui hune © 
{chalaſticum ( doEturzx Theolcogicx ) honorem debeboy me 


nuiquam ingratum futurum, ſed ſemper ei ex animo fautu- 
rnm,cjuſqus commoda,pie,ſerio, ſedulofideliter promoturum 
ſautle etiam coram eodem omniſcio © omnipotene D EO 
promittas.juro. . a | 


Wee all 
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«Wee:  whoweregraduated hecre > did ſweare this 
Oah, and: now, for. ir ion of others, we all doe {in- 
cerelie atteſt God, -thar wee.doe, and'ſhall adheace to it, 
conftantlie, allthe = of our byte. 


421" Yee d6e aga me opjſe xto'vs, <thatee bavs 
be one to dillon your 1z6ation From "Late: Cove- 
hich hath beene'publicklie allowed by bjs' Ma- 
jeſties.Commiſſmer : adding thereto, thar wee will have 
the Kingdome guiltie of Combination agaynit Authoritie, 
ang thet wee will nor hage the King: co: beefariefied, 
whence yee inferre, charrour dealing-is-more furea 
t# Pepiſfet , and ſuch incendiaries, thinfer-vs; who 
defireto proue gooll Pattiors, in viing all fieavtics of pas | 
cification. But certaynlie yee 09mg, 2a for what was 
done by his Majeſties (dmmiſſioncr » anentyonr Detlera- 
prope wot Dovenent , is ident by his 
_ ewne- letter; larcfic written ro-vsoF:that ealetory 
"Whereby his Grect /harh,declared;thathe was nowayes 
contontedeherewith, and rhat his-Majeſtic hath not res 
ceaved anc fatixfattion thereby. The fare is evident 
aſp, by his. Grace owne Manifeſto, prefixedto our Du« 


UANDS.s Leg wo _ ang-our dur Beſt th, 
R—_ CT er e Manife fo. or Declirarion-of - — 


ſties High Commiſioner, wee remit the REaDz, for his 
ion,inthis, and ſome other poymesof your 
ANSWERES. 

13, Weeintendenotto. beazevpo d your 
aſſociates, { whothk& td your Ichkees LEH of 7 he 
Kingdome , heere in this your 4nſwere } ; Sole 
Con Rory agaynſt _ Author itee,.as: wee Hiage NIAP 
| Sf he ende of our former Raauly 
ofgur- -Gonfciences;weedoe wpeight»' 
be freneſe cus” Jeruples which hinder vs:t2o0re 


Ft approving 
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approving >dr Subfclybingi.your :COFE NAW T, 
-Andwere arefo free ofirhavodious imputation;of taking 
pare with :anie-:Zncendiaries j or imitating anie'procee- 
dings of that kynde ,: as weeiheartilic with, andthall en- 


Yeeareſorie.. yes faye'; 'Thit: wee: ſhould 20s 


joynexith.you infſinceritie,:and; riot through \hamans 
feares.:Now. 5! REFEREND:; BRETHREMN,, 'in-the 
fearepf GOD, laying aſide all hamane feate , wee doe 
fingereliededare,: thatif weethought your Covenant,in 


alipayng agneablo tothe Trwcch , vecedhould mnakens 
nceben 


as yee-dpe heere' ptofeſie ;:10 indeede ns 

2 bee threatnedwith worldlie terroures, ro-goe your 
way, Wee ayme indecde;, at the ſame ende 'which yee 
profeſle, to wit, at the Tracth and puritic of Religion, aud 
peace of (nrch and Kingdome: But weeate not as yet per- 
adedo thytyour way islawfull and convenient, for 
attayaing to thisende..-* +) TITLES TI? , coir os 540 24 
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Ex deſire all troubles tg bee prevented by al-' 
F: iyraBle:mearics 7 bur are rar pertfiraticd to- 


- 


reckorin tharnumber:, thisyeur'(oy ninp,and” (or 
vamanty whichwee: eftcome tohaue Vets EH occa: 
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flon-of mich trouble; As"eoncerhing you? tacftion; 
where-vnto yes fo- earneſ{the requyreotr Anfwere "ts 
wit, whether wee wauld hane 'receaved the Bookes of 
Serviceand Carions,, or vied ſich*meanes, as yee haue 
vied for'avoyding them ? yee ſhall know, thatif we had 
beene of your judgement; concertiing-thoſe Bookes, 
wee would neyther haue receaved' rhem', nor: yet vſed 
anie meanes vnlawfall for oppoſing of them, ( fach 
weethinke your Covenant and Conventions,prohibired by 
cAuthoritietobee , vntill wee bee better informed ) but 


would have vſe&humble ſypplication to his Majeſtie,for '* 
removing thoſe evills : and if we had foundno remcede . * 
thereby; would haue reſolved, according tothe prattife . ., ' 


of Ancient Chriſtians, eyther to flee his Majeſties dotiti» | 
nions, or elſe patientlieto ſuffer what-ſo-ever puniſh» 
ment it ſhould hane pleaſed him to inflict, In the meane 
wines concerning thoſe Bovkgs of Service and' Canonys 
wee reſt content with his Majeſtics gracious Proclama- 
$92: and-if heere-afteriour opinion” of them ſhall bee 
asked by _A4iuthoritic., wee ſhall fincereli and vnpartidlly 
declare it. + v1} R. ag ' 2ee | . _ / : + 
42, Your urging of vs agayne, with rhe ſaying c 
King PLALES © Forcerh vs S manifeſt his mewntEdy 
his owne wordes, perhaps contrarieto your with or ex- 
peAartion.; Thatmoit wyſe and. religious King » neare 
the beginning of Ye Nogkecacerpin g the Powder Trea- 
ſon, wryteth expreſſclie, thar ſuch a ryſing vp of the bo- 
die Parke formic? pro patre parria, ought to be arcor- 
ditiy to eviric 'owdy thiling- ard facultic. Which wordes at 
leaſt doe ifipvrt;rhat the nvving of the Politicke bodiezin 
whole; or -p4rt, ought notto bee agaynſt the willand di- 
reQionofithe head; Fhis eleate by thar which the 
fameKing hath writren ifhis Bodke entiruled;' The 8'ae 
Liew of es Wiuro|tth; WKere by manie ftrong Argu- 
mains ;;hee docttsatlerigth demonſtrate ,. thar in afree. 
Sof33I0e * Monaxchie, 


- 
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Monarchie , {ſuch hee proveth this his -Ancient King- 
dome of Scotland to bee.) the Subjets for no. occation 
or pretext what-ſo-ever , may take Armes, without 4 
wer from the King z; and muchlefle agaynit him, whe- 
rher hee beea good King, or an oppretleur , whether 
oodlie, orvngodlie; altho the People haue might and 
ſtrength humane. And comprebendeth the ſfumme of 
all his diſcourſe concerning this matter , in:theſe words 
following. Shortlie,then;to take vp in two or three ſentences, 


grounded wpon all theſe Argmentes, our of the law of GOD, 
the daetic + alleadgeance of the people to their lawful King: 


their obedience, 1 ſay, ought to bre to hig,as 10 GOD'S Liev- 
tenan in Earth , obeying his commands in all things, +xcept 
direttlie agaynft GOD, as the commands of GODS munjter; 
a him a ge ſer by GOD power them, ; 
power to jndge them, #t 40 04 judged onlic by GOD, when. 
to aulir hee uſt gizn cant of bis juagewant- Fearing him as 
bets judge; loving hrins;us their Father ;, praying for b110,,00 
their Proteftowr q, for his continuance;Sf-bee bee good; for bis 
amendement, if hee be wicked; following and obeying bit laws 
full commands , eſchewing and fleeing his furie m his v= 
lawfull., without refiſtance, but by aud tcarerw G@D, 
according to that ſentence vſed inihe primitize {beech 1n:hs 
rr of the perſecution , - - Lodo 7... $0 
Pieces & er fron ſunt arma Ettlefrz: "that is, 
Prayers and Trares, are the urmes of the Charth. 


3-, Yetolde vs before,and nawagainedoe repeat it, 
that the Gel pile of the Ht of gg 585-5 Far or 
tive toanather Aft mm Þuorne AH aries tyme « thrhid- 
drag Bards of Manrem, Wee knew that fafhcientlie be- 
tore yeetolde it,and paſſed by ghatpatt of your avuſwvcres 
a3 not. pertinent for ons 4&rgeaveont:; fo that :yee needed 
Nor Bow agayne» te PLC VS:10; DYKE 2 Bot ape may 
juiclic challenge-yous for.nat anlyering that which wee 

d T2 : : objected, 
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obje&ed, concerning the ſecond part of that-43; for it 
reacheth farther , than that 4# made in Pweene ce AMa- 
ries tyme , and of neny ſtatuteth and ordainerch , That 
tyme comming , uo Leagues or Bands bee made amongſt hit 
eM ajeſties Subjelts of anie degree » vpon what-ſo-ever co- 
lor or pretence, without his Highneſſe or hes ſucceſſoures pri= 
vitie and conſent, had and obtayned thereto; under the payne 
to be holden & execute as moyers of ſedition and unquyetneſſes 
&c. Wherevnto alſo is conſonant the x 3x 4 made in: 
che $ Parliament of King 7ames the ſixt, Anno 1 5343 
where it is ſtatuted andordayned by the King and his three 
eſtates ; that none of his Highneſſe Subjetes of what-ſo-ever 
qualitie , eſtate , or funttion they bee of, ſpirituall or tempo= 
yall, rel ume ortake vpon hand to convocate , conveane , r 
aſſemble themſelues together, for holding of Councells, Con= 
wventione ,” or Aſſemblies, to treate , conſult > and determi= 
nate 1 anie.matter of Eſtate, Civill or Eccleſfraſticall (except 
#1 the ordmneric judgements ) without his Majeſties ſpeciall 
commandement , or expreſſe licence had and obtayned to that 


effett, wnder the paynes ordaynedby the Lawes and Afts of 


Parliament agaynſt ſuch as vnlawfullie comvecate the King® © 
Liedges. And where-as yee finde fault, that wee diſpute - 


from the AF of Parliament , and that wee doe preciſe-! | " 


lic adheare tothe letter of the Law , wee pray you to! 
conſider , that the nature of this queſtion leadeth vs to 
the Af of Parliament. Beſide, it ſeemeth ſtranoe, that 
yee ſhould challenge vs in this kynde., ſince for juſti- 
fying of your vnion ( as yee call it) yee hate'amaſſed z_ 
greatrnumber of As of Parliament , and inferted them. . . 
in the booke of your Covenant. Wee omit the miſſap- - 
plying of theſe As, which were made agaynſt Po peries 


and not agaynſtall theſe thinges, which yee doc now re- 


{iſt as Popsſh. Neyther can wee perceaue , how theſe 
Atts of Parlament adduced by you,to juſtifie your vnion, 


 proue that poynt, More-over, ſome of theſe 4: cited 
0 F 


by you 


"tad oat 
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by you, asnamelie, the x14 AF made in Parliament; 
Anno 1 592, inſofarreasit is agaynſt Epiſcopall Govern- 
ment, andall other of that ſort, are expreſlie reſcinded 
by a poiterior A made in Parliament Anno 1675 2. 
How could yee ina legall Diſpute, for juſtifying your 
vnion , eodith reſcinded As, as if they were ftan- 
ding Lawes , and paile by the poſterior As, which are 
yet Lawes (tanding in vigour, whereby theſe other As 
are reſcinded ? a ps/aywitexs dardtas Vox 9g0e 
TIX TAY meg wuray ow. i. C (onftitutiones teimpore 
Poſteriores » potiores ſunt his que ipſas praceſſerunt. ff- ds 
conſt itutionibus Principum, L. 4, CR 


4. Wee doeadheare in our former Replye, not onlic 
to the letter, butalſo ( according to our conception, 
without prejudice of better information) to the verie 

XI. Tabua reaſon andlyfe of the Law. The ſentence'cited by. you, 
Larum frag. 2 Wit, Salus Reipub. ſuprema lgx eſto, or the ſafetie of 
mentas de the Common-Wealth ſhould bee the chiefe Law , ſerveth for 
officieconſu- a good direction to Rulers, in making or changing of 
ts.Regioim- L,awes , or injudging according to them: whence in 
F«rio du the Lawes of the 12 Tables , theſe wordes are applyed 
dg tothis purpoſe. This is obſerved by King Fames of Eed 
andicands, ALemorie » inhis often mentioned booke of the erwe Law 
conſulends, of free Monarchies : For albeit , ſayeth hee, that I hane at 
$r22ores,ju- legth proved,that theK ing is aboue the Law,as both the author 
dices, cofules and giver of ſtregth thereto; yet a good King willnot onlie delyte 
appellantor: tg yule bis Subjetts by the Law,but even wilt confoarme himſelfe 
—_ _ in his owne att ions therevnto, alwayes keeping that groiid,that 
Bento, nem... Fe health of the Comon-Wealth be bis chiefe Law. And where 
we davents, he ſeeth the Law dowhtſome, or rigorous, hee may interpret or 
Salus populi mitigate the ſame , leſt otherwyſe ſummum jus bee ſumma 
Suprema lex injuria: But this ſentence doeth nowayes warrand Sub- 
LD jeces to refuſe obedience to ſtanding Lawes , agaynſt 
the will of the Supreame Law-giver , who is a ſpeaking 


DverLyszs: 27 
Law. For this were to open a doore to all confuſion, 
which would not prooue the ſafetie, but rherxine of the 
Common-Wealtch, As for that which yce ſayde before of 
the Generall Band, and Confeſiion of Fayth , and which 
heere agayne yee doe alleadge for your Covenant » wee 
haue ſignified our opinion evonk » in our preceeding 
DveLYE. Thereſponſes and verdicts of Furiſ-Con- 
ſults concerning your ({ovenant , are not knowne To vsz 
nor yet the reaſons 8& inducements,which moved them 
£0 giue out their declaration in your fayoures, as yec al- 


leadge. 


Of OBtrnience , due by Sub- 
jets, to AVTHORITIE. 


5. Thepoynt touching Royall Anthoritie » i not ſo 
ullof thornes and rockes as yee giue out, if men would 
ec pleaſed vnpartiallie to folds che playne and patent 

way , layde before vs by holie Scripture, and by Ortho- 
doxe Antiquitie , and by manie Eminent Divynes in the 
reformed Church, and learned Politickes ; which wee 
ſhall heere make manifeſt, after the vindication of thoſe 
three famous Theologues , ( Whitaker, Bilſon , and Ri- 
vet) whom yee would haue the Reader to eſteeme fa- 
vourers of your opinion. | 


6. Doctor Whitakers wordes agaynſt william Ray- 
wold, tranſlated into Engliſh, our of is Latine Edition at 
Oppenheme, Anno 1612, Pag. 51.are theſe, Hee relateth 


. the tumults and troubles , which were rayſed for Religion,in 


Germanie , France, and Bohem? : as if that one thin 
were fuſſicient to condemne them, becauſe once they did —— 
themſelues,and reſiſted the violence offered to GOD'S Truethy 
and to themſelues : Where-as aorwithſtanding, Fayth, Oath, 
eud publicke Ediits , and finallie the Lawes themſelues gaue 
TNGNMo 
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them warrand to doe the ſame. I will not ſay more of this mat= 
ter » which « nowayes pertinent to the preſent purpoſe, eſpe- 
ciallie ſeeing not onlie their juſt Apologie , bat alſo 
the Edifts of the Princes themſelnes haue liberatcd them 
from the cryme of rebellion. By theſe words of Doctor 
Whitaker , which yce have cited , the Reader may eall- 
lie perceaue , that hee docth nowayes-mayntayne or al- 
lowe taking of Armes by Subjeds, without warrand of 
the publicke Lawes, and approbation of the Prince ; 
but excuſeth what was done in thoſe warres , by the al- 
lowance of the Layves and Edits of Princes, 


7. So alſo Doctor Bilſon , in his Booke entituled, 
The true difference betwixt Chriftian Subjeftion , and vn- 
chriſtian Rebellion , printed at Oxford Anno 1585» 
Pag. 382, inthe wordes cited by you, declareth evie 
dentlie;that hee ſpeaketh of ſuch Republickes & States, 
as have defences warranded by fundamentall Covenant, 
in that Governement. But what is that DoQtors mynde, 
concerning the .duetie of Subjects, ina free and abſo-= 
lute Monarchie , is evident by his owne words in that 
ſame booke,Pag. 380, where diſputing agaynſt a Feſuity 
hee ſayeth ; Warre for the Catholicke Religion, is both law= 
full and honourable , you ſay : you muſt x. Tf of the Sub 
gettes agaynſt their Prince , or elſe you range cleane beſides 
our queſtion. Wee ſtryue not what cauſes may leade Chriſtian 
Princes to make Warre ontheir Neyghboares, but whether 
It bee lawfull or rollerable for the Subjett , to beare Armes 
agaynſt his naturall and abſolute Prince. You prone , which 
7% nothing to our purpoſe. But, Sir , inthis enterpryze, the 
perſon muſt bee reſpetted as well as the cauſe : Bee the cauſe 
never ſo juſt , if the perſon bee not authorized bly GOD ta 
draw the Sword, they bee noju$t nor lawfull Warres. Pri. 
wvate men may not vente! on Warres , vnleſſe they bee diretly 
' warranded by hun that hath the Sreord from G O D. Anda- 
gayne in that ſame bocke, Pag. 502, Onur Saviour for 
OO reaching 
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theching his;that they ſhog!d bee brought before-Riny?t und 
—— ana put to wh and hated of al Pa His N-ane 
F#ke*: addeth not ,' as you would hant it 5 and hze that firf 
'rebiliach, but, hee that endereth to the ende, ſhall bee ſword, 
and agayne, Not with violenze reftrayne them, but in pa- 
tience poſſeſſe your ovwne ſoules. Thy « the way fo? all Chri- 
tian Subjects to conquer Tyrants, and this is the remzdie pro- 
vded in the Nw Tet inmt agaynit all perſecutions, not to 
reſiſt powers, which GID hath ordayned, leſt wee bee dams- 
ned: but with all meckneſſe to ſuffer, that wee may bee 
crowned, And: Pag. 5 13, hee ſhoweth, that manifolde 
"formes of Comman-W:2lthes , make diverſe mn ſpeake - 
diverſlie of the Magiſtrates ſword. And Pag. 518. hee 
leadeth, thar che Subjects in England, haue not that 
[awful warrand, to draw rhe ſword without conſent 
of rheir Prince , as the Gzrmanes have wirhour conſent 
of che Emperour; and this diſcoarſe hee proſecuteth in 
ſome following-pages. O22 Ts 


- 8 Theſameisthe meaning of Doctor River ,.( as 
wee take it) in his Commentarie vpon- the PSsAaLME 
68; where he diitinguihzrh berweene an abfolure Prin- 
cipalitie , and ſuch a Principalitie as is onlie Conditio- 
nall, PaXionall, Covencionall: OF this:ſecond fore 
are to b2e vnderitood, his words of juſt and, neceſfarie 
defence. Burof the abſolute Principalitie ſpeaking; in 


chat ſam? place , hee recommendzth.to Subjects, 


ſuffering of Mzrtyrdome, Andrhis co bee his meaning, 
ippeareth mare clearlie by his laft declaration! concer- 

ning this queſtion ,' in his lace Treatife encitaled, Peſnita 
Fapslans :- where being prefſed by an advertacie ,* hes 
haadlerh this queition of purpole. In rhe mzanie T9005 
wee wonder verie mach, thar yee' have! not; di ectlie 
anſyeredrorheſe remarkeable wordes of D3&>t Ripeh, = 
allcalged by vs in our R-plye _—_ hee playnlie a- 


8 « o _ 


- -- *yetreth, 
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verreth,that the doctrine of Buchanane, Knox, add Good- 
mans pm jects reſiſting their lawfull Princes, 
#-not approved by anic ſound Proteſtant, 'Wee expefted 
from you, a full and particular Anſwere; and now aga 
we would gladlic heare,whether yee approue the judge- 
ment of R:vet.,. concerning that doctrine of theſe wry- 
ters , Or nor. | 
9. Thus having vindicated theſe three divynes, which 
yee alleadge for you, wee come now to thoſe Teltimo- 
nies which wee promiſed, for clearing of the playnneſſe 
of the way touching Anthoritie. Firlt it is evident by 
holie Scriprure , thar it is valawfull for Subjects in a 
Monarchicall eſtate , ( ſuch as is this Kingdome of Scot- 
land) to take Armes for Religion , or for anie other pre- 
rence without warrand and power from the Prince,and 
Supreame Magiſtrate. For the Scripture teacheth vs, 
that the Swor Þ belongeth onlie to the K1nG, and to 
them who are ſent by him, Rom. 13. 1.PET.2. 13.14. 
That wee ought to keepe the King's commandement,and that 
i regarde of the Oath of GO D, EccLEs,8. 2. And, 
That wee ſhould bee ſubjett, not onlie for wrath, but alſo for 
conſcience ſake ;, becauſe the Powers that, bee, are ordayned 
o i OD: Who-ſo-ever, there-fore, ſayeth S. Pav Ly 
ref eth the Power, reſiſteth the ordinance of GOD: And 
they that, reſiſt, ſhall recenne to themſelues damnation, 
RoM.13. In the wordes of the Apoſtle S. Pav Ly 
there is a remarkable oppofition betwixt Subjef;on and 
Refiftance, umrarcs 0p and arrrargecy ; implying, 
that all militarie raZ, whether Defenſine, or Offenſines. 
if it bee agayn{t che Superiour Power,which GOD hath. 
ſet over vs,is forbidden. In lyke manner we reade MaT- 
THE W 26. 52.thet all they that takg the. Sword, ſhall periſſs 
with.che Sword..Now certayne it is,thatin a Free Monar-. 
OE haue notthe Sword from GOD, except. by 
of the King, tawhom onlie GOD hath iimme- 
arch 


—_— = — 


- 


- 


- 
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diatelie given it. And therefore whosſo-everaliſicth the 
Sword without his warr#nd, hath juſt ceaſon to feare the = 


forelayde warning of our Saviour.  Matie other places 
Ef Scripture. might bee adduced tothis pyrpoſe , which 
or brevitie wee omit , and \doe-proceede in the next 


- 


: Crowne £0 ſome teſtimonies of ancient Fathers, 8 other. 


- I0. Tertwllian, in his Apojogeticke, Chap. 30. and 
3Z- apd 5 raw vs, that the ancient Chriſtians in.his 
ryme s having an heathen and perfecpin g Empe- 
rour, did honour hum ,. as choſen of GOD; and ſecond 
from GO D,and firſt after GO D; and did chooſe ra- 
ther to ſuffer, than to make. reſiſtance by force of 
Armes, altho they lacked not number, and ſtrength to 
' 11, Thelyke example haue we in that renowned The- 

bean Legis of 6666 Chriſtian Souldioures,called Agan- 
penſes , from the place of their ſuffering , Ka ts 


% 


reſiſtance, as they had ſtrength of hand tohane _ .. . 


maki he 
ine, fafferodthemſciues rarher:to bee ſlayne, for their, ---: ».; 


Chriſtian Profeſſion , bythe Officers of Maximienthe 


Emperour , executors of his.cruell commandement a- 
gaynft them. This fell outiin the 18. yeare of Diocles © 
$ian, as Ado Viemmenſis. wrytcrh in his Chronicle, which © 


cowrage, and pious reſolution, Venantins Fortunatus, an 


- 


Biblioth. Patr. Tom. 8. Edit. 4. Pag. 781-.........;\..: 


comiaſticke lynes, in the cond Booke of his Pugs, + 


* Drens , poſitis gludiis + ſunt arma t dogmate Patilay: who hdd atv! 
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t .. * Nommepro CHRISTI dulcinreſſe morii+'*+ + 
"Petfere belligero poreramt-quiiw/nicers ferrey © = 
Invitant jugnlis Viuinera chard ſus. 
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' "x2, Me _—__ Naxtianzen , iy bis firſt Oratian , ſpea- 
king of the Perſecution by fulla the poſtate , when, 
the Chriſtians were moe in number;''and ftronger in- 
mighe of 'hand';: to haue made open reſiſtance / if they 
had 'in their conſciences found iv agreeable to their 
Chriſtian Profeſſion ,- declareth playnlie, that they had - 
no other remedie agaynſt chart Perſecution, but patients 
ſuffering for -C H VE Sr," with y loriation in CHatisr. 
'Ev iu aeys arſe Qayparey , pay ifs Us vi- 
xy», (ty Notre udvgyr_ar) Thy orig Xie s I d- 
RSS... Ee "WP" 6 3 & $4 
 . 13. S, efmbroſe, having receaved imperialt coms 
mandement, to.deliver the ſacred Houles, pr Churches, 
to bee polleſſed by the Arians , declarerh what hee 
thought convenient to bee done in ſuch a caſe; to.wit, 
neyther to obey irrthat which hee could nor performe 
« Ooidergs Witha good conſcience, nor yer to reſiſt by force of 
rurtamin; > Armes; His wordes to me_ugen > (ConcIonE' r, 
woleu nun= Gortra AVX9NTIVK) are thefe ; Why, then, are ee trou- 
mvs bled? Þ ſhall never willinghe leaue you. If Thee compelled, 
ſerem, c0-. FB pan ner gayn-ſtand. I neay bee \ſorie, I muy weeps, I may” 
aftus repug- fighi \ Agayuſt Armes , Souldionrs , the Goathes alſo, br 4 
bv. 


yarn any Trares art Armes : For ſwch are the Gnardes of a Þy 

potero, potero rrowayes hr qe, ray pes \ And ia the 
flere, poters ſ&dhi&Yooke of his Epiſtles, nd/r4 Epilite, ro his St 
—— [ict Ffareclline, I Ing ptpele, hee Tay» 
Per ſurarme, . ethy BY ſhall not fortifie my P ſelfe with x mwultituile of. people 
milltes, Go- fo at irte: nn i et befrech; Or DiteraoX/M, 


” 


Tliels”* We Fight not. <= 7 yp not deliver the Church; 
Mee 4718 but I ought not makereſtſtunce.”* ERS 4 IE 4 IDES 


| 14, Sug 
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14, Such alſo was the doQtine and praQtife of ma- 

nie other great Lightes, which ſhyned in the dayes of 

uliarw the eApoſtate , and in the dayes of the Arriany 
Emperoures,and Gothicke Arrian Kinges, 


I5. S. eAuguſtine, wryting of a lawfull Warre, ac- 
knowledgeth = onlie to bee lawfull, which hath au- a 
thoritie from the Prince. For it is much to bee regarded, = = on 
( fayeth hee) for what. cauſes, and by whoſe authoritie, men ont os 
emadertake Warres: But that. naturall order, which ts accom- jus; —_—_ 
aodated to the peace of mortall men, requireth this, That. the ribus homi- 
authoritie and counſell of undertaking Warre, bee in the po- nes gereuds 
wer of the Prince. | bells ſuſci- 
piant : ordo 
tamen [le naturals, mortaliam paci atcommodatns hoc poſeit, vt ſuſeipiendi belli ate 
thoritas arque conſilium penes Principem fit, Ang, Lib. 22. contra Fautum, Cap.75» 


16, The imperiall Lawes doe ſay the ſame, ff. «Ld 
legem fuliam majeſtatis. Leg. 3. Eadem lege tenetur » & qui 
uſu Principts bellum geſſerit,deleflumve habuerit, exerci« 

tum comparaveri. Et Cod. vt armerum vſus inſcio Principe 
interdiflus fit, Nullt prorſus nobis inſcizs,atque inconſultis quo= 
ramlibet armoriem movendorum copia tribuatur, Theſe are 
the words of the Emperoures Yalentinian and Valens. Et 
.Cod. de re militari, ws I3. Nemo miles. Nemo miles vel 
ſbi wvacet » vel aliena obſequia ſine nut# principali peragere 
andeat , FC. | 

17. BoDIN, in his firſt Booke de Repwblica, cap-10. 
Num. 155 & 156. ( Pap. 244. Edit. Latin, 4. Urſell. 
Anno 1 6 0 1.) reckoneth among the proper rights of 
Majeſtie , the right and power to make Warre : and 
this hee ſhoweth to appertayne, in a free Monarchie, to 
the Prince onelie. 


18. Tothis meaning ſayeth Peter Martyr; As con- 
cerning the efficient caule; it is certayne thar Warre may 
H not 


HugoGro- 
_ ſure 
bells & pa- 
£5, bb, I, 
C#þ, 4+ 
IW/7), Go 
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not bee made without the authoririe of the Prince, Fee 
Paull fayeth, that hee beareth the Sword : therefore 
hee may giue it to whom hee willeth , and may take ir 
from whom hee willeth. Loc. Com. Claſſ. 4. Cap. 16. $ 
2. Andalirtle after, to wit, $ 7. heereciteth and com- 


| mendeth a ſaying of Hoſtienſis to the ſame purpole. 


I9. CAaLvin,in the fourth Booke of his Ins Tx- 
TVTION, inthe laſt Chapter of rhat Booke, diſputeth 
the Queſtion at leneth , and by mante ſtrong Argu- 
mentes evinceth, and concludeth , that jt is no-wayes 
fawfull for Subjectes , to reſe## their Prince by force of 
Armes; whether the Prince bee Godlie, and aſt: or vn- 

odlie, and vnjuſt in his converſation, and commaun- 
dementes: and, that no-thing remayneth to-Subjectes in 
ſuch a eaſe, bur to obey, or fuffer, Where vnderſtand, 
that Fleeing , is a ſort of Suffering. Neyther are his 
wordes ſubjoynedin the 31 Set. to wit, / ſpcake allwayes 
of private met 8c. contrarie tothis. For firſt CAL- 
VIN in this DiÞate, indifferentlic vſeth the names of 
private” menu, and Subjeftes: And therefore, in = $3 
Se. at the beginning of ie, hee tearmeth thoſe of whoſe 
duetie hee diſputeth, S»hjeftes. And in-deede, who-ſo- 
everis a Sabjefb, is alfo, in reſpect of the ſupreame Ru- 
ler, a privatemar, Although Magiſtrates , who are 
vnder the King, bee publicke perſons, in reſpeQ of their 
inferioures ; yet being contidered, with relation to him 
that is Supreame, 1.PE T. 2.13. they are but private. 
As in Dialefticke, an intermediate gens, altho in reſpe& 
of the inferiour ſfecies, it bee a genws ;, yet. in relation ts 
the ſuperiour gens, itis but a fpecies, Al Powen 
Or GovERANiING, isſoſybjected to the ſupreame 
Power, that what-ſo-ever is done agaynlt the will of the 
ſupreame Ruler , is deſtitute of rthar Power ; and conſe- 
guentlic , is to beeeſtecmed for a privare at. For, as 
wWce 


Dveryrss. 31 


weearc taught by the Philoſophers, On nx x cannot 
bee, but with areference to thar which is fi-#. Hence 
KinG IaMEs, in his Booke Of the true Law of free Mo- 
narchies , P 4 6+ 206, afhrmeth, that all the people are butt 
rivate me, the authoritie becing allwayes with the e M 4- 
iffrate. Secondlic, this is manifeit from the veric 
wordes of CaLvinzinthat ſame 31 Sef, for there hee 
excepteth none from rhe neceffitic of obeying, or ſuffe- 
ring, when Kinges command thinges vnjulit; but onelie 
popular Magiitrates , appoynted for reſtrayning the licen- 
piouſnefſe of Kinges. Nowe, where ſuch Magiſtrates are 
erected, it is certayne, that a King, in ſuch a Common- 
wealth, hath nor the ſupreame power : For if hee had 
the ſupreame power, none could force him , ſince an 
Tnferiour can not force his Superionr, 
done, bur onelie by him, who is Superioxr , or at leaſt 
equall. Thirdlie, this is cleare alſo by the examples ad- 
duced by CaLv1n; namelic, the Lacedemonian Ephoriy 
the Romane Tribmnes, and the Athenian Demarchi, When 
the Ephori were ſer vp in Lacedemen, the Kinges of Las 
cedezmon, were but Kinges in name, and had not the $«- 
reame power , aSit is confeſſed by the Learned. So 
when the T755#nes had their full power in Rome, the Su- 
eame power Was inthe people: and in lyke manner it 
was in Athens, , when the Demarchi had power. There- 
fore, from this no-thing can bee inferred for the lawfull 
reſiſtance of Subjeftes , to a' «Monarch, or King , pro» 
perlie ſocalled, Fourthlie, CaLvin applying this to 
che Kingdomes that nowe are, ſayeth no more, but that 
adventure the three Eitates aſſembled in Parliament, 
naue that fame power, which the fore-mentioned Epho- 
ri, &c, had, Heereit is to bee marked, thar hee ſaycth 
onelie , peradventare it is fo; which can bee no warrand 
toa man's conſcience, ina matter of ſo great impor- 
tance. For hee that reſiſteth his Superiour by force of 
Armes, 


This can not bee. 


Arvervees ſh 


Metaplyſ, 
comme, Gz 
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Armes, ſheuld not onelie thinke, that peradventwre hee- 
hath power , bur ſhould bce afluredlie perſwaded , thar 
hee hath power ſoto doe. When there is no more ſaid, 
but that peradventare ſuch a thing 15, it may bee as reaſo- 
nablie ſayde, Peradventure ſuch a thing is not, Neyrher 
doeth hee giue this power even ————— but to the 
the three Eltates aſſembled in Parliament. Hence rhe 
learned River, ſpeaking of CaLvin his mynde in this 
place , ſayeth, that hee grveth no power to people over Mo- 
rvarchs,properlie ſo called. The ſame alſo is obſerved, con- 
cerning CALVIN his mynde, by Albericus Gemtilis, in his 
third Royall Difpute, 


20. The ſame doctrine alſo is delivered by King 
ZAMES of bleſſed Memorie , in his Booke entituled The 
zrue Law of free « Monarchies, by Hugo Grotins in his firſt 
Booke de jure belli & pacis, CAP. 4, by Leonhartus Hut- 
zeris , in his common places , Loc. 32, Car, 3. Johan- 
yes Gerhardis inthe 6 Tom, of his common places, in his 
Treatiſe de magiſtratu politico, N v M. 483. where hee 
diſcourſeth a ccuratelie of this matter : Zepperm in his 
3 Booke de Politia Ecclefiaftica , in the laſt SeCtion of the 
13 Chapter, P as. 573. Edit. Herborn, 1595. Albericu 
Gentilss , in his regall diſputations , diſp#t. 3. de vi civiunm 
in Regem ſemper injufta. Tohn Biſhop of Rocheſter , in his 
worke written agaynſt Bellarmine , de poteſiate Pape m 
rebus temporalibus , L.1B. 1, Cay. 8. CLass. 2, Where 
hee adduceth a clowde of manie moe Authors. 2A. An- 
tonins de Dominss , in his Booke called Oftenſio errorum 
Franciſci Suarez, CAr.6.5 27. Toannes Angelius Wer- 
denhagen , I. C. in his Politica generalis, 18. 3, Car. 
10, QUEST. I4. 


21. By theſe Teſtimonies wee intende not to lay 
vpon you , or anie of our' Countrey-men , anie imputa- 
tion, ortotakevpon vs to giue ſentence concerning 
their 
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their procecgiir ges : but onlic becing inyited heereto by 
your laſt Anſweres,, wee thought it our duerie, co lignifie 
to the Reader , that manie Ancient and late; Famous 
Wryters are not of that opinion , eyther ro thinke the 


veltion touching eLxthoritie, ſo full of Rockes and 


[hornes , as you callit , or yet to fayqur ſuch a defenſwe 
taking of 4rmes., as you thinke to bee alleadged by 
Whitaker 3-Bitfon, and Rivet, —— 


22, Now to proſecute what remayneth of your An - 


ſwere : whereas yee ſay, that when yee juſtihe your Co- 


venants and (onventions, yee meane not onlie the laſt and 
moſt remote endes, bur rhe neareſt and.immediate; wet 
pray youtell vs what yee-meane by the! neareſt and-inm- 
mediate ende:-if yee meune the obje&it ſelfe , ( which 
the Schoole-men call finem imrrinſecum & proximum } 
then the lawfulneſle and equitie of the marter , 'vowed 
promiſed inthe Covenant; is all one with the goon 
ſle of the ende of it." Whence wee inferre,that fceing 
the matter proiniſed by. you in this your Covenant, to 
wit, your Matrall Defence agaynſt all-perfons , none 
—_ is in ourjudgement vnlawfull, and forbidden 
by a lawfull furhoritie; -the ende ,: of your (ovenant iS 
meerelicevill: - bur if by the neareſt ende yee meane an 
thing which is diverſe from the obje&', ther wee ti 
affirme agaynit the laſt pareiof your. firſt Avſwere', 10 
our ſecond DBMAn Þ; that (onventions, and Covenants, 6c 
all other actions, are to bee eſteemed 8 judged of, firſt 
or principallie by the _— of the object, and then by 
the goodneſle of the ends of it > whether they bee fines 
proxiasts' Or fines remats,, 41 
23. Weeddenotjoyne withthe Papites,blamersgf 
our Reformation ,.{ as yee ſeeme to beare vpon vs ). be- 
cauſe they hate and*oppugne our” reformed Religions 
which wee loue and aq Neyther doe wee take 
7Þ | vpon 


” - 
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ypon vs to genfire the-proceeditiges of onrReformers: 
bar wee-ſtryue, by the grace of GOD, ſo to Eirrie in our 
ewnetyme, andto walke wyſelie in a perfe&t way , as 
| _, our adverſaries the Papiſtes , may get no:advantageta 
leade for their vhwarrantabl= Jodrine and practiſes, 

y anie pretence'of our example. 7 Sl eas 


{ 7 n——_—_ inn 
, 
' 
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J your third, Auſivere » paſſing lightlie fronvour Rx- 
, 4 LE, yee fall into ſome ynexpected digreſfions;con ; 
_ - eerning. the Seywice Booke and ourthoughts thereof: we | 


eſteeme it a matter beyond the compaſſe of humane ju- 
 Cicatorie , toſit ypon the thoughts of other men, As 
forthoſe outward expreſſions, which yee alleadge ypon 
" fone of ys , of nor ſeeing :erronres in that Booke » or 2 
* groajling for it; yee ſhall vnderſtarid;/tharſuch multi: | 
plicitie of Popyſh erroures,:as was Aleadged by fame: of 
you »:to bee in that Booky, was inviſible te ſome of vs. | 
Altho to enter in a particular examination or -confidera- ; 
tion, of cyeric payntand ſentence in that Bookez is not 
row tymenor place. Neyther did anie of vs: profeſſe 
sroaning tar that Beoks in particular ; but for an vnifor- 
mitic of Diayne Servicethroughouethis Alationall Kirke, 
and a more perfect forme than: wee yet haue , that the 
publicke Service were nat. permitted to. the ſeverall 
judgements , and private choyſe of everie Miniſter and 
Reader. Which alſo was thought..corvenient by the 

' Nationall  Aſſemblie of che Kirke of Scotland, holden ar . 
Avzxvzng, Amo 1676, | 
' 2, Whether that Service Booke (now diſcharged):con- ; 
tayneth anic /movarion of Religion y.06 anic thing. con- | 
p ? trarie 
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(carie to the Proteſtant Religion » ( as yee alleadge ) wee 
doe not diſpute now,. But we doe afluredlie belieue, he 
ietic and finceritie of his Majeſties intention , ever-to 
Ln dee ne, and ſtill conſtantlie to bee, as it is-graciouſ- 
lie declared by his Majeſties late PROCLAMATION. A 
wee are certaynlie perſwaded , that his Majeſtie ha 
given order, to diſcharge all the 4tes of Comnſell, made 
anent the Canons, and Service-Booke; and are crediblie 
informed , thar They are diſcharged by A of (onnſell 
{ at ——— fitt of Z*lie laſt] according 
'to the order given by his Majeſtic. Alſo, wee ſee no 
ſuch quſt cauſe of Feare, as may import your alleadged 
Mecelſuie of (ovenanting ; ſeeing his Majeltie will ave 
reſſe anie thing of that nature , but in ſuch a fare and le- 
fl way as ſball ſatisfie all his loying Subjettes: and, that 


. hee neyther ztendeth innovations in Religion nor Lawes ; as 


wee declared in gur former Replye, to which yee Haue 
not ſufficientlic anſwered.  Neyther was it neceſſarie, 


. for removing of anie juſt Feares, that his ſacred Maje- 


ſtie ſhould difallowe that Service-Booke, as yee requyre; 
_ it was ſufficient, -to diſcharge it, in manner ore: 
ſayde. | | ee RT 
"ye Yee doe conclude. your A4nſwere vnto our thirde 
Replye, withan, vncouth and incredible | tors where- 
on bring no proofeat'all, bur oneliethis bare <ſ- 
ſertion ; Who-ſo-ever profeſſe them-ſelues, to bee perfeiilie 
ſatisfied with the PROCLAMATION, doe, proclayme in the 
eares of all the Kingdome ,: that they are better Peegſea with 
the Service-Booke, and Canons , than with the Religion, 
« it hath beene profeſſed in this Land fince the Reforma- 
tion, This your T7; cri ſo evidentlic weake, that we 
neede no more for the overithrowethere-of, but to 
oppoſe there-vnto this our playne and vndenyable eLu- 
ritheſs ; Who profeſſe them-ſelues to bee perfetilie ſatisfied 
with that PROC LAMAT LON, where-by the ns ples. 
. G . —_— £7 
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i diſcharged, & the Religion profeſſed m this Land fince the 


Reformation , s eſtabliſhed, doe proclayme in the earet 


of all the Kingdome , that they are better pleaſed with the 
Religion profeſſed in this Land fince the Retorrmaticn , thas 
ayth the Service-Booke , and Canons. 


Py F I TY 
— — 


Trs IV. Dv P LY. 


YE alleadged abefore, and now agayne doe affirms. - 


that wee baue miſtaken your Interpretation of the 
Olde Covenant , as if it had beene given out. Fudiciallie by 


you, and, as if yee had intended toenforce it vpon os« 


thers. To free your ſelues of this imputation, yee ſayde 
in your firſt Ayſwere , that yee intended onlie To make 
known? your owne meaning 4icording to the miynde of our re- 


formers , andin charitie to recommend it to others. Hence | 


wee inferred in our Re eLYE, that:yee ought not to ob- 
trude your Interpretation vpon vs , nor moſleſt anie man 
for not receaving the ſame. To this now yee ſay. in 
your ſecond eLnſwere ; Altho you ueyther vſe threatrongs, 
nor obtruile your Interpretation vpen vs , yet wee muſt par 

you, if yee match vs not with the greateſt part of this King- 
dome, in whaſe name, by all fayre meanes yee recommend it to 
5, Truclie, Brethren , wee are not offended with you, 
for preferring the judgement of fa manie, to our judge- 


ment,who are bur few in'number = neyther neede yee ro. 


craue pardqn of vs for this. But concerning theſe fayre 


meanes , andthat force of reaſon-whereby, yee ſay, yee - 
recommend your Interpretationof the Olde Covenant. to - 


vs, pardan vs, if the experience wee haue,, . both of your 


ytings.and proceedinges,make vs4t9 oppoſe this your | 


_ aflertion, For in your; wrytirigs wee expected indeede; 


but have 2 


4 UWA 7 THY NUR Ig Hs: = _ 


T7 EA AY: TR NAPA Uhr =" 


DvoyerLyes. 37 
but haue not found that force of reaſon, whereof yee 
ſpeake: and as for the proceedinges of thoſe who haue 
ſubſcrybed your Covenant, , wee of all men haueleaſt 
reaſon to belieue that they vie no threatninges , ſeeing 
=_ heare daylie ſo much their threatnings agaynſt ous 
clues, 

2. Where-as for clearing of that which yee ſayde 
before , concerning the mynde of our Reformers , yee 
affirme,that The authoritatine judgement of our Reformers is 
evident,not onlie by the Confeſſion of Fayth ratified in Parl ia- 
ment , but alſo by the bookes of Diſcipline , Afts of General 
Aſſemblies , and by their owne writs: Firſt > wee mar- 
vell, how yee can ſay,that the private writings of Maſter 
Knox , and others, who with him were inſtruments of 
that great worke of Reformation , haue publicke autho- 
ritie to obliedge the Subjectes of this Kingdome. The 

legiſlative, and obligatorie power of the Church, is on- 
lie in Synods or conventions of Biſhops and Preſbyters,and 
not in particular Rom expreſſing their myndes apart, 
Next, this Church in the former age, by abrogating the 
office of Superintendents, eſtabliſhed in the firſt booke of 
Diſcipline, hath declared, that the ſtatutes 8 ordinances 
contayned in thoſe bookes, are not of an authoritie per= 
etuallie obligatorie , but may bee altered or abrogated 
y the Church , according to the exigencie of tyme. 
The ſame lykewyſe is manifeſt by the abrogation of 
Hmmarie excommunication >, Which this Church did abo- 
liſh, altho it was eſtabliſhed in Generall Aſſemblies, 
wherein Maſter K#ox,and other > ann. preſent, 
Wee neede not to inſiſt much in this, ſeeing ſo manie 
of you , who are Subſcribents , miſ-regarde the ordi- 
nances of our Reformers, prefixed to the PSALME 
BooOKkE, concerning the office of Superintendentes, OC 
_ es, Funerall Sermones , and ſet formes of Prayer, 
which they appoynted , to bee publicklie read in rhe 
K Church. 
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Church. Hencethe Reader may perceaue, that ye haue 
no warrand for your [aterpretation of the Olde (ovenant, 
from the authoritatiue, and obligatorie judgement, of 
the Reformers; ſeeing yee can nor ground it vpon the 
( oufeſſion of Fayth ratitied in Parliament. As for thoſe 
other Means mentioned by vs , to wit, Scriptzre, Anti- 
que, and conſent of the Reformed Churches ; that they true- 
liemake for vs, and agaynſt you , the vnpartiall Reader 
may perceaue, by theſe our Difpates. 


I} hether or not Epiſcopacie_, and 
Pearth Articles, bee abjured im 
the Late Covenant”, 


3. As forthe ſecond Mif-raking mentioned by you 
in your Arſwere , wee did ſhowe in our Replye, that in 
your (ovenant, Pearth Articles, and Epiſcopacie, are abju- 
red. And for proving of this, wee asked of you, what 
yee meancd by the recoverie and libertie of the GoFpell, as 
:t was eſtabliſhed and profeſſed before the fore-ſayde Nova- 
tions ? and what is that period of tyme, to which your 
wordes there haue reference > that is, Whether it bee - 
that period of tyme, when the Service-Booke, and Books 
of Canons, were vrged vpon you? or if it bee the ryme> 
when Pearth Articles, and Epiſcopacie, were receaved 
in this Church? | But, truelie, your Arſwere to this, is 
no-wayes ſatisfatorie, nor hath ſo much as a ſhowe of 
fatisfaction. For yee are afrayd to expreſle that period 
of ou » leſt yee bee farced to graunt, that which wee 
before obje&ted. And yet your {peach bewrayeth you: 
For ſeeing yee anſiwere onelie to that which wee ſayde 
concerning the laſt of theſe two periods, wee collet, 
that by the recoveric of the libertic and puritic of the Gospell, 

| as ig 


DvyeLYEs, 39 


a 1t was eſtabliſhed before the fore-ſayd Novations , yee 
meane the reducing of the Policie of this Church, ynto } 
that eſtate in which it was, before Pearth Articles, and 
Eviſcopacie, were eſtabliſhed. And hence wee inferre, 
as wee did before, thatin thar part of your (vent, 
yee condemne and abjure Pearth Articles, and Epiſcopa- 
cie, as Contrarie to the Prritie and Libertie of the G 0 s$- 
PELL. | 


4. Yee feeme to anfſivere, that in that part of your 
Covenant , yee condemne not PEARTH A-;icles, and 
Eyiſcopacie, but thoſe Abuſes and Corraprtions, which haue 
accompanied thens, ſuch as the Superſtitions obſerving of 
dayes, ceſſation from worke on thoſe dayes , Feaſting , Guy- 
ſing, and the groſſe abuſes, which hae entered in the Sacra- 
nent, vpon kneeling before the Elementes : and, thart in re- 
ſpect of theſe Abuſes , wee who allow Pearth Articles, 
and Epiſcopacie , may ſweare without prejudice of our 
cauſes to recover the Puritie and Libertie of the GoFFell, as 
it was eftabliſhad, and profeſſed, before theſe WTovations, © 


5. But, firſt, let anic indifferent, or vnpartiall 
man, who knoweth the ſtate of our CHYRCH, 
judge, whether or not it bee Iyklie, that your Yowe, of 
the recovering the Libertie and Puritic of the Go#Þell, as it 
was before Epiſcapacie, and Pearth Articles, were introdu- 
ced, importeth onelie an [ntention of removing of the 
Conſequentes of Pearth Articles, and Epiſcopacie, and not 
of rhe removing of thoſe thinges them-ſelues > True- 
lie, wee are perſwaded, that they who knowe the ſtate 
of this CHYRCH, and your mynde , concerning 
theſe rhinges, will thinke this your Glaſle of your owne 
wordes , to bee violent, and excogitated for cluding 
our Argument : | 

6. Secondlie : Who can thinke, that yee, and 
others, Contryvers of the Late Covenant, who condemng 


Pearth 
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Pearth Articles, and Epiſcopacie , as much as yee doe the 


conſequentes of them- , have onelie vowed, to remoue 
their Conſequentes, and not remoue them-ſelues > 


7. Thirdlie, is it poſſible, that anie can promiſe and 
vowe to labour for the curing of ſo manie, and ſo great 
pretended diſeaſes of this Church , (wee meane theſe 
abuſes which yee ſay , haue accompanied Pearth Artie 
cles and Epiſcopacie, ) and inthe meane tyme promiſe, 
and intende nothing concerning the removing of the 
cauſes of them > | | 


8. Fourthlie, how can wee, without great prejudice 
of our cauſe,acknowledge,that theſe groſle abuſes men- 
tioned by you, haue entred in the Sacrament; by kneeling 
before the Elements > ( yee ſhould have ſayde at the receas 
ving of the Elements) tor ſeeing K, neeling at the receaving, 
of the Sacrament, is confeſſed by vs to bee a matrer in- 
different; ifin our Oath, wee acknowledge theſe groile 
abuſes to haue entred in vpon Kneeling, it will probablic 
follow in the judgement of ſome, and in your judge- 
ment > who recommend this Oath vnto vs , it will fol- 
low infalliblie, that Kneeling for the evill. conſequences 
thereof, ought to bee removed. Doe yee not heere cun- 
ninglie deale with vs? For altho yee vrge vs not, as 
yee ſay , to ſweare and promiſe the removing of Knee- 
ling , yet yee vrge vs, by your owne confeſſion, to pro- 
mile the removing of theſe abuſes occaſioned by Knee- 
lng: which beeing acknowledged by vs, yee will then. 
cake vpon you to demonitrate , that Kneeling it felfe 
ought to bee rembved: for yee holde it for a Maxime, 
That thinges indifferent, beeing abuſed and polluted with Su- 
perſtition , ſhed bee aboliſhed. Wee can not ſnfficientlie 
marvel], how yce who are of this mynde , can fay to vs, 
that wee who allowe Pearth Articles and Epiſcopaciey 
may ſweare to recover the Libertie ana Puritie of the Coſ= , 
pell, as 
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ell, as it was before , &c. For yce meane, that wee 
may doe fo, w-:hoxt prejudice of our cauſe. But wee haue 
alreadie ſhowne, that according to your judgement and 
doctrine, if wee ſwearc that which yee would have vs to 
{weare, our cauſe ſhall bee much prejudged , yea , vt- 
rerlie lo(t. 


9. Fiftlie: Howe can wee ſweare, to remoe theſt 
ofſe abuſes entered in vyon Kneeling z as yee alleadge; 
ſeeing wee thinke, that no ſuch abuſes have entered in 
vpon it> Yea, our people, trye them who pleaſe, will 
how, that they are as free ſrom all erronious conceits, 
concerning that holie Sacrament, as anie living in theſe 


Congregations where Kneeling is daylie cryed downe, 


10 Sixtlie, as for theſe abuſes and corruptions, 
reckoned vp by you, as the _——_—_— & the.cbſerva- 
tion of Feftivall dayes , to paſſe by that” which before 
wee marked concerning. Kneelmg.z. to wit, that the 

ranting of this were a great prejudice to our cauſe, 
ſome of theſe are not: abuſes at all , as , ceſſation from 
worke. Agayne, ſome of them haue not come in ypon 
the obſervation of the Articles of Pearih, as Guyſimg, and 
Feaſting , ( yee meane exceſiine Feaſting , for otherwyſe 

It is notan abuſe-) which onlie fall foorth on Chr:f-mas 
Feaſtivitie.. For ſure wee are, that theſe abuſes have not 
come by the anniverſarie commemoration of CHIST'S 
Nativitie, inthe which by the ordinance of Pearth .4ſ- 
ſemblie , all Saperſtitions. obſervation, and Prophanation 
of that day ,.or anie other day , is prohibited, and ap- 
poynted to be rebuked. This the Reverend and learned 
Biſhopof ED1NBVAGnzin his defence of the A# of 
Pearth Aſſemblie » concerning Feaſtivities , P.A G, 63, 
proveth, becauſe ( ſayeth hee) wee haue lacked preach- 
ing vpon Chriſt-mas day , theſe fiftie ſeaven yeares by- 

| L gone; 
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gone,in our Church,yet Ryot, Prophaneneſle,Surfet,and 
Drunkennefle, haue not beene wanting, 


11. Scaventhlie, as for S»perſtitious obſervation of 
dayes » ( whereof hitherto wee haue had noexperience) 
wee marvell, that yee can reckonit, amongſt the (onſe- 
quenzes of the obſervation of dayes: ſeeing in your 
judgement, it js all one with the obſeryation of dayes. 
For yee thinke the 05/ervarionw of anie daye , except the 
LORD'S Day, to bee, in the owne nature of it, 
Saperſtitious and IW :ll-worſhip. 


12. Asforrhe lait part of your Aſwere to our eAy- 
ument, , Concerning the fore-ſayde period of tyme ; 
where yee alleadge , that manie Corruptions, of Popiſh 
and Arminian- doitrine, have entered in the Kirke , &Cc- 
wee aske ya, Whether yee deſigne heere an other pe- 
riod of tyme, than yec did before ? or if yee deſigne on- 
lie this ſelte-ſame period of tyme » ( in the which both 
the fore-ſayd2 Pratticall Abuſes,and theſe Dottrinall (or- 
r#ptions, haue entered into this Church, accompanying, 
a yce allcadge, Pearth- Articles, and Epiſcopacie? ) Or, 
laſt of all , If yee deligne no period of tyme at all> If 
yee take you to this lait, profeſling, that yee haue heere 
deſigned no period of tyme; then yee anſwere not our 
Argument, wherc-in wee particularlie, and expreſilic 
poſed you, concerning that period of tyme, vnto which 
our wordes cited oft before, haue reference. If yee 
deſigne the ſame period of tyme, then looke howe yee 
can eſcape our przceeding Argumentes, - concerning 
that period of tyme. | 


13. But if yeedeſigne an other period of tyme, then 
wee aske you, Whether it bee prior, or poFerior, to the 
period of tyme alreadie mentioned ; to wit , the- tyme 
preceeding the bringing in of the Articles of Pearth? 
Yee cannot ſay, that it is poFeriorto it: for yee com- 


playned 
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playned of Arminiatw Corruptions, even before Pearth 
Aſſemblie ; branding ſome of the moſt Learned of our 
Church, with that Aserſion., And of Popiſh Corrup. 
tions of. Doftrine, yee complayned, when Pear th Arti. 
cles, and Epiſcopacie, were eſtabliſhed. For the Dorines, 
of the lawfulreſſe and expediencie of theſe thinges, are, in 
your judgement , meerlie Popiſh , and Amichriftians, 
Neyther can yee fay, that it is prior to the fore-ſayde 
period of tyme: for the tyme prezceeding the in-brin- 
ging of Pearth Articles, comprehendeth all- that tract 


'of ryme which interveaned betwixt the Reformation, 


and Pearth Aſſemblie. 


14. But wee will yet more evidentlie convince you, 
by rwo other Argaments, drawne from that part of your 
Covenant , of which wee are now ſpeaking , and from 
the wordes of this your Anſwere to our fourth Re- 
PLYE ; forfirſtin your (ovenant yee promiſe , and alſo 
will haue vs to promiſe with you , To forebeare for atyme, 
the praftiſe of Pearth Articles , yntill they beetryed, as yee 
ſay , is a free Aſſemblie. But this forbearance importeth 
a manifeſt prejudice, and wronging of our cauſe: for 
this is afore-acknowledgement , eyther of the vnlaw< 
fulneſſe , orelſe of the inexpediencie of the matters, 
concluded in Pearth Aſſemblie. For wherefore ought 
weeinthis exigence of the Church, to forbeare the 
practiſe of Pearth Articles, rather than of other Rites of 
the Church , except for ſome greater evill comprehen- 
ded in them > This will appeare more evident, if wee 
Thall conſider the reaſon alleadged by you , Pag. 17, 
wherefore wee ought now to forbeare rhe practiſe of 
theſe Articles: to wit, becauſe in the caſe of Scandall, and 
ſenſible feare of Superſtition , wee onght to doe ſo. Now 
this caſe of Scandall is not in your judgement,a temporaries 
but a perpetuall conſequent of Pearth eArticles. For yee 


 thinke it will ever ſcandalize the Papi#s , as if we were 


approaching 
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approaching to them : Lykewyſe yee rhinke eyerie one 
of them , and eſpeciallie Knee{rg , t9 bee induthxe to. 
ſiune , ex condirione operzs , by the verie nature and quali- 
tie of the worke it ſelfe. Whence it followerh,thar rhey 
are necellarilie and immutablie ſcandalous ; for what- 
{o-ever agreeth toanie thing , in reſpect of the nature 
of it, itagreeth to it necetlarilie and immurablie, If 
therctore wee in this reſpect, ſiveare the forbearance of 
Pearth Articles, wee ſhall bee holden to forbeare Pearth 
Articles , nor for a ryme, but for ever.. 


I5. Next, wee pray you confider, what is-meaned 
by the foreſayde Novations, in that part of your Covenant, 
wherein yec promiſe to labour ro recover the Liberrie 
and Puritie of the Gospell, as .it was before the foreſayds 
Novations. Certaynlie theſe wordes can not bee vn- 
derſtood of Novarions to bee introduced,. and which have 
not as yet entred vnto our Church. For the Libercie. and 
Paritie of the Church'isnotas yet loſt, yea , not impa- 
red by them, and ſo neederh-not to bee recovered by 
the removing of them. They matt then be vnderſ{tood - 
of the Novations. mentioned in the Pyentheſis of your 
Covenat:ts ; that , is of all Innovations alreadie introduced . 
by Azthoritig, and their alleadged Conſequentes , which 
yee promile to forbeare , vntill they -hee allowed , and 
tryed by a free Afemblie. Hence. anie man may con- 
clude, that alcho in your PArentheſss , .yee promile onlie 
to forbeare theſe Novations for atyme, yet in the wordes 
-immediatelic following , yee condemne and abjure 
chem. For the recovering of the Libertie and Purizie of 
the GoÞell, as it was eltabliſh2d before rhe foreſayde 
Novations , importeth> manifeſtlie a removing of all. 
theſe Nopations, which eyther in themſelues, or in re- 
ſpetofcrheir conſequents , are. contrarie to the Pxritie - 
and Liþertie ofthe Gosþell. But all Novations alreadie in- 
troduced; are. in your judgemant of this kynde, and: 

| therefore - 
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there-fore yout Yowe, of the Recovering the Libertie aud 


Pwritie of the GOSPELL, importeth a removing 
of all the fore-ſayde Novarions. 


16. Toconclude this eLrgwment.: Yee may ſee,that 
wee have pryed no more narrowlie. into the expreſſions 
of your (OV EN ANT, than wee had reaſon; and 
hauelaboured, nor to ſcarre our ſelues, and others, with 


mieere ſhadowes, as yee affirme. | 


Of our Ax6vmenTt, Ad homi- 
, NEML-, and the weake Retor-. 
'*  flonof it, bythe Anſweres. 


17. Nowe wee come to our Argument. ,. Or Sylle- 
giſme, A'Dd HoMINEM, which harh ſo pinched 
you, that yee haue not attempted to anſwere to anie of 
the Propoſitions of it. Our intention in that «Arguments 
was to proue,that whether Pearth Articles bee abjured 
in the Late Covenant. or not; Yet yee ( who came hi- 
ther, to give vs ſatisfaction concerning the Covenant} 
can not, with a ſafe conſcience, averre, or declareto vs. 
that they are not abjuredin it. This wee didevidentlie 
prove, reaſoning thus: What-ſo-ever Rizes are abjured 
in the Ode Covenant, they are alſo, in your judgements 
abjured in the Late Covenant, But Pearth Articles,and 
Epiſcopacie, are, in your judgement, abjured in the Olde 
Covenant : Ex60, they are, in your judgement; abjured 
In the Late Covenant © and, conſequentlie, if yee deale 
fincerelie with vs, ye mult averre,that they are alſo abju- 
red in the Late Covenant. 7 


18. Tothis yee ſay, firſt, that what-ſo-ever be your 
judgement, as YEE are par ticular perſon Sy yer at this tymcS 
| M yee 
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yee wereto bee taken, as Commiſſioners from the whole 
Companie of Subſcrybers. Truelie wee did take you ſo; 
and did thinke , that yee who were Commiſſioners from 
ſuch a Mmltit:de of good Chriſtians , would have tolde 
vs your mynde fincerelie, concerning the full extent of 
the Late Covenant; and, that yee would neyrher haue af= 
.firmed anie thing as Commiſoners, which yee doe not 
thinke to bee true, as yee are particular perſons z nor yet 
would have laboured, ſo to inſnare vs, as to haue bidden 
vs ſubſcrybe a Covenant, reallie, and indeede, in your 
jadgement, abjuring thoſe, thinges, which wee, with a 
© conſcience\ cannot abjure, For, in your judge- 
ment, PEARTH. «ARTICLES, and E'PIS- 
COPACTE, are molt reallie abjured inthe LATE 
COVENANT, although yee playnlie affirme the 
contrarie, in your Axſieres to our ha, fift, and fixt 
Demannd. And ( which is much to bee noted) in your 
Anſwere to our tenth Demaund, yee affirme, concerning 
your ſelues, Thar yee, in this Late Covenant, have pro- 
miſed cnelie Forbearance of Pearth Articles. Wee won= 
ger much, howe yee can fay ſo. For who-ſo-ever by 
their Oath haue tyed themſelues to a. Confefior, in the 
which they firmlie belieue Pearth «Articles, and Epiſco- 
acie,to bee abjured, thoſe haue indeede abjured Pearth 
Articles, and Epiſcopacie, But yec inthe Late Cavenants,. 
haue tyed your ſelues'by your Oath, to the Little Confeſ- 
= or Olde Covenant, in the which yee firmlie belicue, 
piſcopacie, and Pearth Articles, to bee abjured : Ergo » 
in: your Late Covenant yee have abjured Pearth Articles, 
and Epiſcopacie: Andnot onelie yee, but all choſe who 
are of thar ſame mynde with you.  Whence wee infer- 
red, in that tench Demaxnd, That none of you can vote 
freelie in the intended eAſſemblie, concerning PEarTH 
ARTICLES » and EPISCOPACIE, 
ES - - 29, Secondlic 
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r 
not perſwaded that Pear Articles, and Epiſcopacie, are 


It, thatis, toyour ſelues, and to others, who theſe ma- 
nic yeares by-gone, hate oppoſed Pearth eAvticles » and 
Epiſcopacie , as Popiſh corruptions, abjured in rhe Olde 
Covenant ; and conſequentlic hane;in this Late {ovenants 
(in the which. that. tormer Covenant is renewed ) ke 
your owne perſonall Oath, abjured Pearth eArticles,an 
Epiſcopacie, If then that other ſort of Commiſſioners had 
come vnto vs , wee would have. ſayde to them , rhat 
wee can not ſweare the Late. Covenant » becauſe Pearth 
Articles, and Epiſcopacie, arein it abjured. And this wee 
would have proved byche lyke 4rgumi: AD HoMINEMs 
that is, by an Argument ——— vponthe judgement 
of the contryvers.of the Late (ovenant :' as yee may caſe 
lie perceaue. STC O08 


"20, 'Thirdlie, yee ſay , that wee haue perceaved 
the inſifficiencie of our 4rgument, becauſe wee. obje- 
Qed this ro ourſelues: that ſeeing wee: thinke. Pearth 
Articles, and Epiſcopatie , notto bee abjured.in the Qlie 
Covenant , wee may Subſcrybe the New Covenant, in 
the which that Olde Covenant is renewed.. - Truelic yes 
might haue alleadged this , if wee had propounded 
that objeQtion, and had left it vnanfvered. But. wee 
anſwered it; and brought ſome reaſons (. whichoyet 
wyſelie did paſſe by , perceaving the force of chem.) vo. 
thow, that wee can not conyenientlie ſubſcryhe your: 
_ Late 
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Late Covenant ; notwithſtand he of our Fndgement , or 
rather Opinion of the ryeaning of the Olde Covenant, We 
ſay Opinion: for to ſpeake truelie what we thinke, wee 
doubr , and ſo'doc'others with vs, concerning the mea- 
ning of ſome parts of the Olde {ovenant , . touching mat- 
ters of Eccleſtaſticalt policie, and haue not ſq full a per- 
ſwaſion in our _"—_ coricerning thoſe, parts , as nay 
beetovsa warrand of var Oath... hehe.) 
.- 21, , Foutthlie ,' where-as yee ſay; that it was not for 
vsto inquyre in your. private opinion, concerning the 
meaning of the Late (ovenant , inthat part ofir , where 
it tyeth vs to the invialable obſervation of the Olds Covenant, 
nor was it neceſlarie for you , to tnakeit kno wne to vs; 
We? anſwere, that wee inquired-not your private opt- 
nion., butthe common judgement of alf thoſe , who 
with you theſe twentie yeates bypaſt, haveaccuſed vs of 
Perjwrie, for the alleadged violation of the- Olde Cove- 
nant > ſworne by .our Przdeceſfoures.': And rruclic wee 
had more than reafon.to.doe ſo; becauſe wee moſt juſt» 
lic feared,. thatyee, whohaue ſooftaccuſed vs of Pers 
Jerie, for practiſing Ritesand (ceremonies abnired, as yee 
alleadge, in the Olde Covenant, fworne by our Predeceſe 
foures, would much more vehementlie ; yea: alſo with 
a greater ſhow of probabilitie, accuſe ys of Peryurie, for 
violation of *the Olde Covenant ,' ſworne and ratified by 
our ſelues in this Late (ovenant, if wee ſhould ſtand $0 
the defence of Pearth Atticles-in tyme to come. Ir be» 
came vstherefore ; for eſchewing of this. inconvenienty 
eo inquyre of you, and you alſo ſincerelie and playnlie 
to declare to vs, whether or not wee may Subſgrybe & 
ſwearethe New Cuvthant, as it includeth and ratifieth 
the Olde; and yer bee reallie free from all. abjuration 5 'o 
condemning Pearth Atrictes, and Epiſcopacie ? And lyke. 
wyle whether'ornot yee, andall others who arc of your 
mynde, 
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mynde , will ho!de and eſteeme vs free from abjuration 
of them, not-with-{tanding of our ſabſcrybirig of y<ur 
Covenant. Theſe —_— requyre a punctuall An- 
ſwere, For if our ſubſcrybing of your Covenant, may 
eyther import a reall Abjuration of Pearth Articles, or 
tf it may make you to thinke; that by vertue of our Sxb- 
ſcription, wee are reallie, and in-deede , bound to reject 
them for ever; neyther can wee, with a good conici- 
ence, ſubſcrybe your Covenant 5 neythier can yee, with a 
good conſcience , requyre it of vs. 


22, Fiftlie, from our refuſing to ſubſcrybe the Lare 
Covenant, in ſo farre as it reneweth the Olde Covenant, or 
Little Confeſsion- ; becauſe that Confeſs:01-, according 
to your /nterpretation, or conception of it, importeth an 
Abjuration- of Pearth Articles, yee collect , firſt , rhar 
vpon this ground wee would not have ſubſcrybed the 
Late Confeſsion ayie tyme by-paſt. Secondlie, That wee 
can not ſ{eare the Confeſ5ion of attie Church, no, not the 
Articles of the CREE D, Petitioni-of the LORD'S 
PRAYER, nor Praceptes of the ten- {(OMMAN- 
DEMENTS, in reſpect of the diverſe /nterpretations, 
which men giue of them. Wee anſwere, firft, that 
ſince the Little (onfeſ5:on , is not of Diyine Authoritie, 
and ſince the Humane Anthorutie which it had , hath 
theſe manie yeares by-gone ceafſed, (as THE PEACE- 
ABLE WARNING , Latelie given to the Subjettes in 
SCOTLANMN D, proveth ) wee would haue refuſed 
our Subſcription vnto it, ever ſince wee heard, that itim- 
porteth an Abjurationof all Rites, and (ceremonies, which. 
were not receaved in uur CAFYRCH. in the yeare 
168 1;.exceptwee had gotten- ſome Evidence to the 
contrarie, ſufhcientlie ſatisfying.our myndes... Second- 
lie:. As for the.CxreD; Lord's PrRaAtBnR, 
and.'tenne. COMMAND EMENTS, your Argument 

. taken 


50 DveLYEs. 


taken from the varietie of mens Expoſitions of them, is 
farce from the purpoſe. For, ſince wee are perſwa- 
ded, that the Azthor,or Penne-men of "TaEM , neyther 
intended , nor yet delivered arie thing in them, bur 
T::4eth ; ad that their Expreſſion is authenticke, wee are 
- bound to embrace, and receave them , not-with-ſtan- 
ding of the varictie of Interpretations, which men giue 
of them : neyther is it lawfull to vs, to retuſe our S#b- 
ſcripticn, or Aſſent, ro them, what-ſo-ever be the judge- 
#:CNT or aſſent of thoſe who requyre it of vs: bceing all- 
wayes bound to acknowledge the infallble Azthoritie 
of them, even when wee doubt of the truc meaning of 
tzem, Thirdlie: As for anie of theſc later Confeſs:0ns 
. of Chrrches, if the caſe dee ſuch,as nowe it is in this par- 
ticular of this Late Covenant;that is,if wee bee not bound 
by anie ſtanding Lawe, to ſubſcrybe it, and if it bee ſo 
lyable to the varietic of /xrerpretations, that it miay pro- 
bablic import that which wee thinke to bee contrarte 
cothe TRVETH, and if theſe who requyre our Sub- 
feription, bee, in our judgement, Oppeſers of the Trueth, 
in anie poynt contayned in that Confeſ5ion, & may make 
alvantage of our Subſcription , alleadging, that wee are 
ryed by it, to conſent to their Daettrines, or Praftiſes: we 
may ju{Hie, in ſucha caſe, denye our. Safeription to that 

onfeſs.on, for tne ambiguirie of itz and much more may 
-deiire thoſe who vrge vs to ſubſecrybe it, to declare'vnto 
«3, before wee giue our SYBSCAIPTION, Whether, or 
nat, thit, CONFESSION, in their judgement, will tye vs te 
-cheir DoCtrines , and Pradliſes. : 


23. Laſt of all: nz modeftie, as yee ſay, but with a je- 
{ting complement , yee preſent vnto vs, 4-Diſh- of our 
owne dreſsing : yee meane, the lyke eArgument, AD Ho- 
MINEM:; Which is this: The Rites and Ceremonies 
«which are not abjured in the Negative Confeſſion, are net 


atjured 
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«bjared in 1his Late Covenant : But the Rites and Cere- 
monics, which were concluded in Pearth Aflemblie, are net 
abjurcd, as j2e ſry, in the Negatine Confethon, made anno 
15%1: therefore they are not abjrrcd im thi; Late Cove- 
nant. The firſt Propoſition, as yec lay, z5 eviaent, becauſe 
in the Late Covenant wee are bound no farther, concernin 
the Negative Confeſhon, bret to-keepe it inviolable : And 
there-fore, what. Rites are not avjured there, ara not abjured 
heere. Lyke-wylſe yee ſay, that the ſxcond Pro ros x- 
TION cannot bee denyed by. vs, in reſpect rheſe twentre 
yeares by-gone, wee hane thought our ſelues free of Perjurie, 
 not-with-ſtanding of the Oath made 1 58 1 , andof our con- 
forming our ſelues to the Ordinanceof PEAR Tn. Good 
Breckren,*yee haue retorted this.Aroument' verie weak- 
lievpon vs. For, firſt, wee flatlie denye-the e ACajor 
of your Syllogiſme ; ' and withall doe repell-rche confir- 
mation of it. 'For altho Pearth Articles, were not *abju- 
redin-the Late (ovenant , -irv{o farre as it reneweth the 
MAegatine (onfeſſion.; tyet they may bee y and, asitis al- 
readie proven, they are abjured.in that other part of 
your Late(ovenant , where yee vowe-and promite., '7g 
recover the Libertie and Puritie of the Goſpell ,- as it was. 
eftabliſhed and profeſſed-before the 'fore-ſayde Novations. 
Next, as for:your Minor, or ſecond-Propoſition , wee ſuf- 
pendourjndgement of it, vntill wee bee..berter-infor= 
med and advyſed: doubting, aswee ſayde before, :con- 
cerning the meaning of thoſe patts ofthe Olde(ovenants 
which concerne matters of Rite or Ceremonie. Neyther 
doerh the confirmation of your Air troublevs,; for 
wee haue thought our ſelues free of Perjuric theſe twen- 
tie yeares by-gone-, not for anie-certayne perſwaſion 
which wee had, that Pearth Articles arenetabjured in 
the Olde Covenant ; but becauſe wee did not perſonallie - 
Hyeare that Covenant , and are not tyed toit , by the. 
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Oath of thoſe who did Subſcrybe it: which wee are. 
readie to demonſtrate by irrefragable Argumentes. Yee 
ſee then your Argument retorted vpon vs., pearceth vs 
not at all : and the Reader, may perceaue that our Argu- . 
ment harh beene ſo forcibliethrowne vpon you, that yee 
have n1ot taken vpon you to anſwere anie par: of it. If ye 
had had evidence of the Tructh for you, yee would not 
onlie have retorted our Argument , but alſo by anſwe- 
ringit punQuallic , ſhowne , tharit ſtrayteth nor you : 
and if yee had beene exaCt Refolvers , yee would nor 
haue gone about ro haue fitisfied vs with a naked Ar gu- 
ment 1m contrarinm. | 


' 24, Before wee leave this poynt , that it may. bee 
knowneto all, what reaſon wee haue to inſiſt in this 
our «Arguments AD, HoMINEM, and that wee 
haue proponed it , not to catch advantage of you , bur 
to ger ſatisfaction to our owne myndes, concernin g the 

OFENANT, andyour linceritie in vrging vs to 

ubſcrybe it, wee will colle& our of that which hath . 
bene alreadie ſayd, ſome INTER ROGATORIES, which 
wee pray. you to anſwere punctuallie, if yee intende to 

ive vs ſatisfattion,, The firſt is, Whether or not your 
| hs ofrhEtxtentof che LATE COVEM ANT, 
to wit, that itextendeth nor itfelfe to.the abjuration of * 
Perth Articles, bee not onlie VE Ka, true in it ſelfe, but 
af ERAX, that is, conſanant to your mynda. and to 
the mynde of the chiefe Contryvers of it > - The rea- 
fon where-fore wee propone this queſtion, yee will per- 
ceaue by theſe that follow. Secondlie , ſeeing yee and. 
others the chiefe Cantryvers of rhe Olde Covenant, haue 
beene ever of this mynde , that Pearth eArticles , and 
Epiſcopacie,are abjuredin it; wee aske, Whether yee all 

our ſetues by this-L ATE: COVENANT, 


ry 
ache 2 eviolable obſervation of the. OLDE.COV EN A NT, | 
ue .: 
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hauecrycd your ſelves to it in all the particular poynts , 
which yce conceaved ro bee contaynedinirt , or onelie 
in ſome of them? Did yec by mentall reſervation,cxcept 
anie part.of that OLDE COVEN ANT, orin particu 
lar did yee except thar part of ir, in the which, Perpe- 
tall continuance inthe Doftrine & Diſcipline of this Church 
is promiſed? Or if that part was not excepted, did yee 
pur anie new glofle vpon it which it had not before > 
And if yee didnot, whether or not yec renewing the 
Oath of perperuall obſeryarion , of the Doarine and 
Diſcipline of this Church, as it was c£nno 158 1, 
haue not onlie reallie , bur alſo according to your owne con- 
ception of that part of the OLDE COVEN ANT , ab- 
jured all Rites and Ceremonies, added to the Diſcipline of 
this Church,ſince the fore-ſayde yeare; and conſequent- 
lie,the eArricles of Pearth, and Epiſcopacie> Thurdlie, 
ſeeing yee ſo confidentlie averre, that Pearth Articles 
are abjuredin the Olde ({ovenant , howe can yee denye 
them to bee abjuredin the New Covenant , except yee 
acknowledge a ſubſtantiall difference , betwixt the 
Olde and New (ovenant? Fourthlie, if yee grant that 
they are reallic and indeed abjured in rhe Late Covenants 
how canyee faythfullie and ſincerelie ſay to vs, orto 
anie other, that they are not abjuredinit ? Fiftlie, how 
can yee, andall others, ( who with you have reallie, and 
alſo according to your owne conception of the Olde (ovenants 
abjured Pearth Articles, and —_— , by renewing 
of it) voyce freelie,in the intended Aſſemblie,concerning 
theſe thinges; feeing yee are tyed by your Oath, to con- 
demne and abrogate them ? Sixtlie How can wee con- 
curre withyou in an Oath, wherein wee are infalliblie 
perſwaded that yee haue abjured Pearth Articles , and 
Epiſcopacie> Seaventhlie, If wee concurre with you in 
that Qath, avill yee not ( as wee objected in our RE- 
2LYE , but yee have nor anſwered it ) rhinke vs bound 
| | by our 


F4 DvyeLYEs. 
by cur Oath , to condemne Pearth Articles, and Epiſ- 
copacie? And will not yee thinke your ſelues boundin 
conſcience to fell vs, and all others, that whichyee 
chinke to bee tructh, and may make much for your 
cauſe, to wit , That the wordes of the Covenant hane but 
ene ſenſe, andthar in that one ſenſe Pearth Articles are 
abjured? 


25. Yee, andall others, may nowe ſee, howe injuſt- 
lie yee ſayde, That wee would haue rhe Copenanters, a- 
gaynſt their intention , And whether they will or not , to 
diſ-allowe , and condemne Pearth Articles, and Epiſcopall 
Governement , /eft they bee tryed ina free Aſſemblic, God 
knoweth , how farre wee deteſt all ſuch dealing , and 
this vindication of our two Argamentes ( wee added al- 
ſo a third, bur yee haue ſwallowed it) brought by vs, 
to proue, that Pearth Articles, and Epiſcopacie, are ab- 
jured in your Late Covenant , will ſufficientlie cleare vs 
of this imputation , to all vnpartiall Readers, 


26. Weedidnot onelie alleadge, as yee fay , that 
your Supplications to his «Majeſtic were fullie ſatwfied, by 
the laſt Gre LAMATION ; but grounding an Argument 
vpon your Anſwere, to our fourth Demaxund, wee reaſo= 
ned thus : If inall your S»pplications , yee haue onelie 
ſought the — of the Service-Booke, Booke of Ca- 
2015, and New High Commiſzion- ; not complayning of 


anic other Novation, alreadie introduced: And, ſeeing. 
his Majeſtic hath graunted this vnto you , what reaſon 
haue yee to ſay, that his Majeſtic hath nct ſatisfied your 
Supplications > This our Argument, yee have turned to 

a meere Alleadgeance, leſt yee ſhould haue troubled 
your ſelues, with anſivering ir. 


Whether 
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FT bether, or not, we may forbeare_; 
theo prattiſe of PEARTH ARTICLES, 
wntil they bee tryed in a FREE 
ASSEMBLIE. 


27. Weecome now to the conſideration of that, 
which your CO YEN AMT, by your owne con- 
feſſion, tyeth vsto; to wit, The forbearance of PEAR TH 
Articles , wntill they bee tryed in a fiee Aſſermblie. And 
firſt , where-as yee ſay , That the ovrging of the Service 
Booke, # a ſufficient reaſon for forbearance of PEAR TH 
Articles , till an Aflemblie; wee profeſſe, that wee 
can not ſee the equitie, and force of this reaſon, For the 
Service-Booke may be holden out,albeit Pearth <Articles 
were not forborne at this tyme ; yea, altho they ſhould 
never bee removed. And the more obedient, Subjects 
were at this tyme, to his Majeſties lawes allreadie eſta- 


bliſhed, the greater hope might they haue of obtayning 
cheir deſires. 


28. Ye bring 2 Argwmets,to proue the lawfulnes of the 
forbearance of Novations alreadie introduced. One is, that 
the-Articles of Pearth eftabliſhin g them,were cocluded onlie 
for ſatisfying the K ing, and not to preſſe anie man with the 
prattiſe of them: And becauſe the At it ſelfe ( yee meane 
the ACt concerning Kneeling ) giveth warrand , to forbeare 
the prattiſe of them at this tyme , when the memorie of S#u- 
perſtition s5 revived, Burt this reaſon doeth nowayses ſa- 
tisfie our conſciences. For , to begin with the Jaſt parc 
of your Anſivere; Tux MEMoR Is Or SVPERSTI- 
TIOVS CELEBRATION OF THE LORD'S Sve- 
PER » iSnotrenewed inthis Kingdome, for ought wee 
know. And, if yee mcane,.thar it.is renewcd by the 
Seryice 
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Service-Booke;, ſuppone that were true , yet » yee know) 
the 'Service-Booke is diſcharged , by the A&# of Coun- 
cell, ar his Majeſties commandement, Secondlie ,. the 
Act of Pearth , giveth no warrand to forbeare Kneeling» 
vponeverie ſuſpitton or apprehenſion of S»perſtition, re- 
entring vnto this Church. Your Argument , which yee 
brou oht to proue this , from the narratiue of that At, 
in your Ayſwere .co.our nynth Demannd , is confuted 
moſte playnlie by vs in our Keplye to your Amnſwere : 
| andwee ſhall agayne ſpeake of it in our DV PLYE; 
to your.ſecond A4nſwere concerning that Demannd. 


29, Asforthe other two parts of your reaſon, they 
are contrarie to the verie wordes of the As of Pearth 
Aſſemblie. The firſt part. is.contrarie to the Narrative of 
all theſe 4s , wherein no mention.is made of ſarsfying 
the King , 'but of other motiues taken from the expedi- 
encie, or vtilitie of the matrersthemſelues. The ſecond 
parr is contrarie to the tenour of the Deciſion , or De- 
termination of theſe As: :in the which by theſe formall 
wordes , The Aſſemblie thinketh good : the Aſſemblie or- 
dayneth : Kneeling in the Celebration of the Sacrament, 
Feaſtivall dayes , &Cc. are enjoyned. | 


30. Wee heareof a childiſh, and ridiculous con- 
cept of ſome , who thinke that theſe wordes , The' Aſ- 
ſemblie thinketh good, importe not an Ecclefſiaſticke 
conſtitution , but a meere advyſe,or counſell. This ap- 
prehenſion proceedeth from ignorance: for that phraſe 
is molt frequentlie yſed by Councells , in their decrees. 
In that Apoſtolicke Councell, mentioned Ac Ts 15, the 
word 5 0228, and : JoEev 1paay, AFC expreſilie vied, verſe 
22.35.28. Inthe Conncell of CAncyra, Can.l.ep 2. 
the word 14; is vſed. In that Great and firſt OEcx- 
menicke Conncell of Nice Can, 5 yee hauetheſe wordes, 
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u#2:s txev © Gogev, Can. 8, UOote Th dayia, 3% we 
yaay ruedg, Can. IT. 60:28 T5 ooveds. In the third 
Comuncell of ((arthage, Cay, 1,2. 3. the word placuit is 
vſed, & in codice Canonum. Eccleſig eAfricane Greco-La- 
tino paſſim- habetur vox PLacviT yeeosy. And from the 
Greekg word 6 dots, the Decrees of the ApoZtolicke (onn- 
eell were called ra doyuare, TAG. 16. 4- Yea, al- 
ſothe Civill Decree of Ceſar eAuguftms, LvxE 2. verſe 1, 
is called |5ypue, edictum, placitums. And in the Ci- 
will Lawe, the Conſtitutions of Emperonres , are called 
Prinxcipumw placita, Inſtit. de Fare naturali , $:6. & 9, 
Luod Tm lacnit, Legis habet vigorem-, ſayeth UV1- 
pianu , ff. de (onſtit. Principum , Lege 1: Where Qnuod 
Princip: placnit , ſignifieth as much , as Qxod Princeps 
conſtunt. . | 
. 31. Yourother Reaſor, (which yee bring to prove 
the lawfulneſſe _ forbearance of Pearth eArticles ) is, 
That it is lawfull to ſweare the forbearance of a thin 
indifferent, » in the caſe of Scandall , and ſenſible Feare 
of Superſtition, in others, Yea yee thinke, that by doing 
Oy yee have ſworne Obedience to the (ommandement of 
GOD, which forbiddeth the doing of that where-by 
others may bee ſcandalized,. This Reaſon movyeth vs no 
more than the firſt : For,as for your feare of farther Sx- 
perſtition, it is now groxndleſſe , and cauſeleſſe , in reſpect 
of the gracious Promiſes contayned in his Majeſties 
PxocLAMATION, Butalthough it werea feare 
juſtlie conceaved, and although the eſchewing cf an 
Evill juſtlie feared, bee a thing good, and deſirable; yer 
' wee oughtnot,for the eſchewing of it, difobey the law- 
full ſommanndementes of our Superionres, For this were: 
to doe Evil, that Good might come of it; which the 
Apoſtle.condemaeth; Rom. 3. verſe 8, 
= O f 
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Of SCANDALL; and whether or not 
wee may denye Obedience to the Lawes 
of our Superiours, for feare- of 
Scandall cauſleſlie taken ? 


32. Asforthat other mortiue of Scandall, for which 
yee alleadge , that wee who thinke the matters conclu- 
ded in Pearth Aſſemblie, to bee indifferent, and lawfull, 
may ſweare the forbearance of them ;, wee pray you, tell 
vs, What kynd of Scandall it is, which, as yeealleadge, 
is taken at the prattiſe of Pearth Articles? Yee knowe, 
that paſſive Scandall, is eyther procured by the enormitie 
or irregularitie of the fatt it ſelfe, (to wit, when eyther 
it is a Sane , or elſe hath a manifeſt ſhowe- of ſinne ) or 
elſe it ts not procured, but cauſcleſlie taken by ſome , eyther 
through malice, or elſezhrough weakneſſe. Nowe, which 
of theſe two ſortes of Scandal! whould yee have vs to 
acknowledge, in the praftiſe of Pearth Articles ? If the 
firſt, then yee would haue vs to condemne Pearth Ar. 
ticles, before they bee tryed in a free Aſſemblie : which 
is contrarie to your ProteFFation, and no lefle contrarie 
to our Reſolution. For,if wee acknowledge anie exor- 
mitie in the prattiſe of Pearth Articles, ex ipſa conditione 
operis, wee ſhall bee ho[den to condemne them, and ab- 
{tayne from them for cver. 


33. If yee will have vs to acknowledge , that the 
Scandall following vpon the prattiſe of Pearth Articles, 
- is of the ſecond ſort, that is, is caxſeleſhze taken; and, that 
for ſuch a Scandall, wherher it bce taken through weak- 
neſſe, or malice, wee ought: to abſtayne from = doing 
of a thing indifferent, although it bee enjoyned by a 
lawfull Azthoritie; ( for yee generallie affirme, that 


all things, 
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all thinges, which are not neceſſarie, and direftHie com- 
maunded by GOD Him-ſelfe , ought to bee omitted,for 
anie Scandall what-ſo-ever, altho ir bee cauſeleſlie, yea, 
and molt malicioullie taken., and that not-with-ſtan- 
ding of anie humane precept, or lawe, enjoying them. 
Sce the DiÞnte agaynit the Engliſh Popiſh (ceremonies , 
Part, 2. Cap. 8. bd 5. & 6. JtemCap.y. Sett. 1o.) 
then wee proteſt, that wee differ ſo farre from you in 
this poynt, that wee thinke, that for no Scandall, cauſe- 
leſlie taken, can wee ſweare ſuch a forbearance of Pearth 
Articles, as yec would have vs. And wee marvell from 
whence-yce haue learned this ſtrange, and moſte haske 
Dottrine, that for Scandall, cauſeleſlie, yea, maliciouſlie'ta= 
ken, a man may totallie, and abſolutelie , denye Obe- 
dience , to-the Lawes of Superionres. 


34. The Author of the Diſpate even now cited, al- 
leadgeth for his opinian , ſome Schoole-men, acknow- 
ledging the trueth of it: and Hee nameth Cajetane » and 
Bannez,, who ( ſaycth hee ) affirme, that wee ſhould-ab- 
{tayne, even 4 ſpiritualibus non neceſſarits > when Scan- 
dall aryſeth out ofthem. Hee might haue cited for this 
tenet, Thomas, andall his Interpreters, .(evenaltho hee 
had beene but ſlenderlie acquaynt withthem ) as well as 
theſe two: Forthey all doe fay ſo. 'Buttruelic hemuch 
miſ-takerh them , when hee alleadgeth them for his 
opinion. For, firſt, none of them ever taught , that 
wee ought to abſftayne' totallie and altogether , fromanie 
ſpiriruall duerie for the Scandall, eyther of the weake, or 
malicious: Secondlie, when Thomas and others fol- 
lowing him, fay , That bona ſpiritwualianon neceſſaria.ſutt 
 dimittenda propter Scandatum , they ſpeake directlie- de 
215 que ſunt ſub conſilio, non yero ſub pracepto, of matters of 

Councell, and not commanded by anie Anthoritie , di- 


vyne or humane: andthe moſt which they ſay of m_ 
©0 -15,t at 
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is, that 'fuch: thinges ſwnt mterdum ocenttande, vel ad- 
tempus differenda , that is , may at ſome eymes , and in. 
ſome places, bee omitted, for eſchewing the Scandall: 
the weake. Thirdlie , the moſt accurate Caſuists, and 
{nterpreters of Thamas , differ much about this queition, 
Whether or not , thinges that are commanded by poſitiue 
Lawes , Civill, and Ecclefiaſticall, may bee omuted at any 
tyme , for eſchewing Scandalum -puſilloram , the Scan- 
. dill of the weake, Dyverſe of them denye this , to wit, 
Navarrus, in Manual. Cap. T4. $- 44. Vaſquez, Toms. 5. 
Tratt. de ſcandalo,dubio primo, . 5. Becanus in ſumma The- 
ologiz>Part.2, Tom. poſteriori, Tratt, 1. Cap. 27. Duet. 5, 
Ferdin. de Caitro Palao, in opere morali, Tratt. 6, Dif. 6. 
Punkt. 16. Duvallins, in 2am 2x Dive Thame, Tratt, de 
Charuate, Duet. 19. Art. 5+ And for their judgement, 
they cite Thomas, Durandus , Almainus, Anton. Florent. 
and manie others. Fourthlie: Thoſe of them who 
thinke, that thinges commanded by humane Lawes, may 
bee omitted in the caſe of. Scandal! , admit not, as yee 
doe, ſuch an omiſſion of the thing commaunded, in the 
Caſe of Scandall; as is conjoyned with a..flatte Diſclay- 
ming of rhe Authoritie of the Lawe. For. they tell vs, 
that wee ought not, for anie Scandall of the weake, de- 
nye Obedience to the Pregepts , or Lawes , of our Supe- 
riozres, When-ſo-ever all other Circumſtances beeing con- 
fidered, wee aretyed, orobliedged, tothe cs 
of them. The omitlion, thzn, of the thing commaun- 
ded; which they allowe , is onelie a partial and occa- 
fponall forbearance » and not « totall abſtinence. from Obe- 
dience, or diſclayming the Authoriie of the Lawe. See 
Falentia, Toms. 3. D#Þ. 3+ 2ueft. I8. Punt. 4. & Sua- 
782, de triplici.Firiutes TraF..3-, Di/Þ. 10.-Set, 3.$.9- 


35- But the forbearance of Pearth eArticles , which 
yee requyre of vs, is canjoyned with CT — | 
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of the Anthoritie of all the Zaws which eftabliſhed them; 
And yee will haue vs to forbeare theſe Articles, at this 
tyme > when all the parricular Circumſtances , which 
wee ought to regarde., beeing conſidered, wee are 
ed to Obedience of them ; eſpeciallic, if wee looke to 
the will.and -wynd of the Law govere and of our preſent 
Swperioures. \ Wee juftlic ſay, that you will have vs to 
diſclayme,all-to-gether; the Anthoritie of theſe Lawes. 
For who-ſo-ever reſolue, and determine, not to practiſe | 
Pearth Articles, xmnx&ill they bee tryed in a New Aſſem» 
blie, and eſtabliſhed by a New Parliaments; theſe are 
purpoſed, never to obey them , except they bee tyed by 
new Lawes and Attes , concludedin a New eAſſemblic, 
and Parliament, : And, conſequentlie, are refolved, ne- 
verto regarde and obeye the Layes or Aftes of Pearth 
Aſſemblie, and the Parliament, 1 62 1, which eſtabli- ' 
ſhed. theſe: thinges, But ſoitis , yee would haue vs t6 
reſolve ,- yea ,' to promiſe, andſweare , ' not to praQtiſe 
Pearth Articles, varill they bee tryed in a New Afſem- 
blie, andeſtabliſhed by a New Parliament: EnGo, yet 
would haue vs to promiſe; not to practiſe Perth articles, 
except wee bee tyed, or obliedged , by New Lawes, ta 
practiſe them : and, conſequentlie, would haue vs, ne- 
verto regarde, or obey, the Attes of Pearth Aſſemblies 
and Parliament, 162T, © | ow 
36. This kynde of forbearance, to wit, which is * 
conjoyned witha playne diſclayming of the authoritie 
of « Lawes made by: our Superionres ; can not bee ex» 
cuſed with, your pretence of Scaudall.cauſcleſlic raken, 
This wee proue : Fislt, .bya poſition granted by. youe 
{clues , and ſoevidentlie true, thar no man can denye it; 
The Aurhor of che D ipute, agaynft Engh Po piſh Cere- 
monies.,, Part. 1. Ng + 4. Sed. 4.:fayeth, That ere 
Scandall,yot to. obey t b- Lawes of the Eluerels.x when they 
TMETIT Q. preſerybo 
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reſcrybe thinges neceſſarie ,. or expedient for the eſchawing o 
LH all: Ard, that it were R—_ 5 dnt oe. 4 
the Lawes of the Church , when wee are not certayulie per- 
ſwaded,, of the unlawfulneſſe or inexpediencie of things com- 
manded. Now , if ſuch a refuſing of obedience, bee 
both a Contempt, anda Scandall, it followeth manifeſt- 
lic, thatno man for eſchewing of Scendall cauſcleſlic 
caken , oughtin ſuch a caſe to refuſe obedience; Hence 
wee reaſon thus: who-ſo-ever are not perſwaded :of 
the vnlawfulnefſe or inexpediencie , of the things come 
manded by their Sxperiowres; and on the contrare thinke 
them to bee expedient ad vitanduws Scandalum; theſe 
ought not for eſchewing of Scandall, refuſe obedience 
to the lawes and ordinances of their Superionres, But ſa 
is , weeare neyther perſwaded of the vnlawfulneſſe, 
ror of the inexpediencie of Pearth Articles : yea, on the 
gontrarie , wee thinke that the As of Pearth Aſſemblies, 
enjoyneth thinges verie expedient for eſchewing of 
Scandall : ExGo, wee ought nor for eſchewing of Scar= 
dall cauſdleſlic taken, to refuſe obedience to them. The 
Aſajor of this our firſt Argument, is alreadie proven. 
The Minor is .conforme to the light of our owne con- 
Fciences, as GOD knoweth : and therefore ſo long as 
wee are of this _— wee can nct.denye obedience ta 
the ordinances of our Swperioxres, for anic fearc of Saen- 
dall canſeleflie taken, 

37. Secondlie, that which may bee removed by 
information or inſtruction, can not bee a warrand to vs, 
of a torall abſtinence from the' obedience of Lawes , or, 
which isall one, of an avowed diſclayming of the Au- 
thoritic of them, But the Scandal! dfthe weake3 taken 
by the practiſe of Pearth Articles , may bee removed by 
, information , or inſtruction : Exco, it can not bee a 
warrand ta vs, of atotall diſclayming ofthe Authoritie 
ofthe Zews, whereby theſe Arriclerwere eftabliſhed.-- * 

rs - 4 38. Thicdlie 
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© 38. Thirdlie= If for Scandalls takers eſpe ial y 
the Malicious , wee may. diſclayme+the Authoritie of a 
Law., then wee mayever diſclayime.the Authoritie of all 
Lawes , of the Church or Eſtate. For there is nothing 
commanded by Lawes, but ſome, eyther through weak- 
neſſe, or. through malice , may take offence artit, 
- 39. | Fourthlie, Wee ought nogfor eſchewing Scate 
dall cauſcleſlie taken', to injure or offend anie .man, by 
denying to him, that which is due to him , and there» 
fore wee ought not , for eſthewing Scandal cauſeleſlic 
eaken , to offend andinjure our Swpgrioures » in Church 
and Policie , by denying to them that obedience; which 
is due to them, The antecedent is cleare by manie .ex» 
amples. For if a man bee Excommunicated , ſhall his. 
Wyfe, Children , and Seryants flee his companie , and 
fodenye to him theſe dueties which they owe to bims 
for feare that others bee Scaudalized, by their k DE 
of companie with an Excommunicate Perſon > And 1 
| they may not far eſchewing of Scandell'y abltayne from 
theſe dueties, which i owe to a private perſon, much 
lefle may wee abſtayne from that ethvics » which we 
| Owe. to. our Swperionres » having publicke charges. ur 
Church and Polije, for eſchewing of Srandalrcaudel 


taken by others, dA Pg 

40; - Fiftlie, Whatif the thing commanded ,. bee 
enjoyned by the civill Magiſtrate, vnder payne of death, 
and by Eccleſiaſticall-Axthoritie , vnder payne of Ex- 
communicatſon 'ſhall wee for feare'of a Scandall cauſe- 
lſhetaken," which, Hay Bee removed by information, 
or for the Scaudall ofthe malicious , who will not bee 


t {fs 


- Informed ar all, abſtayne from the doing of a thing 
hwfull and expedient , enjoyned by Awuthoritie , and by 
ſodoing, incurre theſe molt grievous puniſhmerits-of 
Deatli: Temporall;; aid'Spiciruall >'Wee belictte, that 
BR 510 your 
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your ſelues, who ſpeake moſt of Srauds!l». would beo 
ath to take ſuch a yoke vpon you... .,. 


;\; 4I... Sixtlie', The denying of obedichce, tothefaw- 
full commandements of our Szperioures, is forbidden in 
the fifr CoOMMANDEMENT ,. and confequentlie it is 4 
ſinne. Shall wec then fora Scands!l cauſeleflic taken, de- 
nye_obedience to our Speriouresy and {o. incurre the . 
np ſinne 3 Yee. commonlic anſwereto this,that, 
Che Negative Part of the hift COMMANDEMENT» which 
forbidderh the refifing of the. power » ROM. 13. VERS: 2, 
andin generall the denying of obedience to Super ionresy 
tsro bee wnderſtood with the exceptias of the caſe of nia 
Scandall raken by others, For if wee ee, (faxyee) chat 
anie may,ar will take offence at the doing of that which 
is commanded by our Sperioures » wee are not holden 
to obey them: and our denying of obedience to them 
in ſuch acaſe, is not forbidden in that CoMManDy- 
MENT. SD CT Wo IC ITE 
:: 42, But,firſt, weeaske, what warrand yee haue to 
fay,that the negative part of the fife Commaundement, is 
to bee vnderſtoode with the exception-of the caſe of Scan- 
dall,, more than other negatine Preceptes of the ſecond 
Tablet Secondlic: : As men may take offence, eytler 
though _ ſſe, or malice » at our doitig of the thing 
commaunded ; ſo they are moſte readie to ftumble ar 
our denying of Obedience to the lawfſull (ommanndementes 
of our Swperioxres : For they will take occaſion, by our 
carriage, todoethat , vatowhich by nature , they are 
m6ſte enclyned; to wit., tovilipende Zqwes y and the 
Amnthoritie of their Superioures, "Shall wee,then, for the 
eſchewing of a Scandall cauſcleſlie taken, not onelie refuſe 
to our Swperioures, the duetic of Obedience, which they 
crave of vs; but alſo incurre a.other Scandall, and that 
a fatte more perilous ons, Thicdlie: Wee haue {pn 
YT : OWNnes 
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ſhowne , that the megarine parte of the fifr Commaun- 
dement, is nct allwayes to bee vnderſtoode with the ex- 
ception of the caſe of Scandall caxſeleſlie taken. For, 
Wyues, Children, and Servantes, muſt not denye Ole- 
diexce , and familiar converſation to their Husbandes, 
Parentes, and Maſters, which are excommunicated, for 
feare that others, through weakyeſſe, or malice, bee, ſcan- 
dalized there-ar, Fourrhly : As yee ſaye, that the Pre. 
cept concerning Obedience tO Swperionures, is to bee vnder- 
{toode with the excepiion of the caſe of Scandall cauſeleſlie 
taken; ſo wee, with farre better Reaſon , ſaye, thar rhe 
Precept, of eſchewing Scandall cauſfeleſlie taken y is to bee 
-vnderſtoode with the exception of the caſe of Obedience per- 
emptorlie requyred, by our lawfull Sxperionres,as wee ſhall 
ſhowe in our next Argament. 


LV hether the Pxeceer of Os#- 
'  " DIENCE 20 SVPERIOVRS , 07 the PRE= -- 
CEPT of eſchewing SCANDALL , | 
be_ more, ablygatorie_? 


43, Laſftofall: Whena manisperemptorlie vrged 
-by his Swpertonres,t0 obey their /awfull Commandements, 
and in the meane tyme fearerh, that if hee doe the thing 
commanded by them, ſome; through weakyeſſe, ſhall be 
ſcandalized, by his carriage; in this caſe, hee is not on- 
lie in a difficultie, or ſtrait, bet wixt the Commandement of 
Mar, and Tus COMMANDEMENT Or GOD, 
who forbiddeth vs-to doe that where-by our weake Bro- 
"ther may bee offentled ; but alſo hee ſeemeth to bee in a 
ſtrayt betwixt two'of G O D'S (ommandementes ;,, to wit, 

betwixt that Precepe which forbiddeth the doing of 
ES - Wh ame 
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anie thing , where-by the weake may bee ſcandaliJed, nnd 
that other Precept which forbiddeth che refiſting of <Lu- 
thoritie; and telleth vs, that who-ſo-eper refiſteth the Po- 
wer , reſfiſteth the Ordinance of G O D. ' Nowe , ſeeing 
GOD'S Preceptes are not repugnant one to another, 
neyther doeth GOD by His Lawes laye vpon vs a ne- 
ceſhitie of {inning , our of all queſtion, in this caſe, wee- 
are fred from the Oblrgation of one of theſe Preceptes: 
and that which doeth not fo {tridtlie tye vs , or is lefſe 
obligatorie, muſt needs giue place to the other, which is 
of greater Obligation. Yee commonlie faye , that the 
Precept of Obedience to humane Authoritie , muſt giue 
place to the Precepr of. eſchewing Scandall, altho it bee 
cauſcleſlic taken: And , to confirme your Afertion , yee 
ſaye, that the Ordinance of a Swperiour,can not make that 
fact to bee free of Scandall, which other-wayes would 
bee ſcandalous; and, that a fat, vpon which anie Scan- 
dall followeth, ought not to bee done for the Commanu- 
dement of Man. Whence yee collect , that, in ſuch a 
caſe, wee ought not to regarde, or obeye, the (ommann- 
dement of our Swperienres, 


44: This your Reaſon can not bee good, becauſe we 
can eaſilie retort the «Argwment, and ſaye to you, that in 
ſuch a caſe wee ought not to-regarde the Ssandall cauſe- 
leſlie taken by our weake brethren , -fo farre, as to denye 
ſomplie, and abſolutelie, Obedience to our Superioxres for 
it; and that becauſe the finne of Diſobedience ought to be 
eſchewed: and-no..Scandall of weake brethren cauſeleſlie 
taken, can make that, fact, nor to bee the ſinne of diſobe- 
dience, which other-wayes, that is, extra caſum ſcanda- 
Ii, would bee the finne of diſobedience. For it is cer- 
tayne, that ( laying aſide the cafe of Scandall ) rodenye. 
Obedrence to the Ordinance of our Superiogres,enjoyning» 
andperemprorlie requyring of vs, thinges lawfull, and- 

ME : expedients.. 
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expedient ,, is reallie the ſinne of ; Diſobedieyce. Yee will 
faye, that the ſcandall of weake brethren, may make that 
Fatt, or Omiſion, not to bee Diſobedience, which other. 
wayes would bee D:ſobedience; becauſe wee ought nor 
for the Commanndement of man , doe that where-by our 
weake brother may bee offended: and ſothe Precepr of Obe- 
dience bindeth not, when offence of a weake brothex may 
bee feared. On the contrarie wee ſaye, that the lawful 
commanundement Of Superionres, may make that Scandatl 
of or weake brethren-,not to bee imputed vnto vs,which 
other-wayes would bee imputed vnto vs , as a matter of 
our giltineſſe; becauſe wee ought not, for feare of 
Scandall cauſeleſiie taken, denye Obedience to the law fill 
Commanndementes of our Superionres. 


4.5. Agayne, yee ſay, that when Scandal! of weake bre- 
thren may bee feared, the Precept of Obedience is not ob- 
ligatorie, in reſpec the thing commaunded by our S- 
perionres, althoit bee init ſelfe lawfull, yet it becom- 
meth wnexpedient, in reſpect of the Scandall which may 
followe vpon it, Nowe, ( ſaye yee ) the Ordinances 
of our Sperioxres are not obligatorie > when the thinges 
commaunded by them are wnexpedient. Wee , on the 
contrarie, ſaye, that when our Saperioxres requyre of vs 
Obedience to their lawfull Commanndementes, the Precept 
of- eſchewing Scandall , is not obligatorie; in reſpe&t we 
ought not, for Scaxdall caxſeleſlie raken, omit neceſar#? 
dueties, which GOD in His Law requyreth of vs « In 
which number , wee moſte juſtlic doe reckon, T n s 
DvetTizs Or OBEDIENCE, which wee owe 
to the lawfull Commaundementes of our Superioures.. 


46.. Asfor rhat which yee ſaye, that when Scandatl 
may bee taken at the doing of the rhing commanded, . 
then the thing commanded becommeth :nexpedient, and 
ſaought not to bee obeyed; that yee bee not more de- 

on | ceaved 
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ceaved by this errour, wee pray you marke, that a thing 
commanded by our Szperioxres, in Church, or Policie, 
' may bee two wayes inexpedient , to Wit, eyther in re- 
ſpect of fome particular Perſons, who through weak- 
neſſe or malice doc {tumble atir , or elſe in reſpect of the 
bodic in generall , becauſe it is contrarie to Order, De- 
cencie , and Edification. If the thing commanded bee in- 
expedient the firſt way onlie , wee may indeed, in ſuch 
*a caſe, for eſchewing the Scandall of the weake , forbeare 
the practiſe of the thing commanded hic, & unnc, in 
ſome particviar places, and tymes : provyding alwayes 
Wee f a this, Without offence Pf our SUPETICUresS , aud 
without the Scandall of others , who by our forbearance 
way bee made to vilipend the Azthor:tie of Layes. But 
wee z cannotin ſuch a caſe rorallie and abſolutelie, de- 
nyc obedience to a Law , as wee haue alreadic proven. 
Neyther is your eArgument brought to the contrarie va« 
lide, in reſpe& wee ought more to looke to the vrilitie 
and benefite , which the bodie of the Chxrch may re- 
ceaue by the thing commanded, and by our Obedience 
to our Sxperioures ,. than tothe harme which ſome par. 
ticular Perſons may receaue there-by, | 


47. If the thing commanded, bee in our private 
judgement wmexpedient the ſecond way , wee ought not 
for that to denye Obedience to the Lawes of. the Church; 
* for when the inexpediencre of a thing is queſtionable,. 8 

probable Argaments may bee brou ght.proandcontra, 
concerning the expediencic of-it, wee haue ſufficient 
. warrand to practiſe it, if the Chxrch by her publicke de- 
cree hath declared, that ſhee thinketh ir expedient, 
'Yourerrour , 'who are of the contrarie mynde , is verie 
dangerous, 8 may proue moſt pernicious to the (arch, 
for it maketh the (Þ#rch obnoxious to perpetual Schiſmre, 
.. & diſconformitie in matters of externall Policie: in reſpe& 
MmEN 
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men ordinarilie are divyded in judgement, concerning 
the expediencie of thete thinges, Suppone, then, that 
in a Synod? conſiſting of an hundreth Paſtors, threefcore 
of them thinke this, or thar particular Ceremonie t> bee 
expedient for the good of the Church ; and in reſpect of 
the plurality of their voices,mak an A to be concluded 
for the eſtabliſhing of it , ſhall che remnant fourtie, who 
arc of the contrarie judgement , denye Obedience to the 
At of the Synode , becauſe they are perſivaded, that che 
thing concluded is inexpedient ; and thall they by doing 
ſo, rent the bodie of the Chxrch > Truclie , if wee were 
all of your mynde , wee ſhould never haue Peacenor 
Unitie in this Church, Yee will ſay, perhaps, that this 
our Argument, is Popiſh, and leadunk men to acquieſce, 
withour tryall , or examination , in the Decrees of the 
Cherch. Wee anſwere , that in matters of fayth , the 
trueth where-of may bee infalliblie concluded out of 
GOD'S word, wee ought not, without tryall; to ac- ' 
quieſce into the Decrees of the Church. Andin this re= 
ſpect wee diſſent from the Papiſtes, who aſcrybe too 
much to the Azthorutie of Councells, as if their Decrees 
were infallible, But in matters of Policie, if we bee cer- 
tayne, that in their owne nature they are indifferent,and 
if the expediencie of them onlie bee called in queſtion, 
ſeeing nocertayne Conclxſion, concerning their expedien- 
cie, can bee infalliblie drawne out of GO D'S Word, 
which hath not determined, whether thzs or that. par- 
ticular Rite bee agreeable to Order, Decencie, and adsfi- 
cation; wee ought to acquieſce into the Decree Or Con- 
flitucion_ of the C'nvax cn, altho it bee not of” wfal- 
tible anthoritie: and that partlie becauſe ir is impoſſible, 
- that orher-wayes wee can agree in cne Concluſion, COn- 
cerning matters of this nature ; and parrlie , becauſe if 
wee denye Ovedience ro the Decree of the Cuva cu 
- in ſuch matters , our Diſobedience ſhail proue farre more 
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vnexpedient, , and hurtfull ro the Cuva cn, than 
our Obedience can bee. | 


4.8, Secing , then, what-ſo-ever yee haue hither-to 
ſayde, concerning the 2xeFion- proponed by vs, may 
bee eaſitie aunſwered, with a retortioz- of the Argument, 
vpon your ſelues; that wee may efchewe all ſuch Logo- 
»achie,wee mult take ſome other courſe,and trye which 
of theſe two Preceptes is in ig ſelfe of greater moment, 
and obligation- : for thence wee may collect, which of 
theſe two Preceptes: doeth obliedge vs in the caſe fore- 
fayde ; rhe other giving place to it, and not obliedging_ 
vs at all, in that caſe, If yee ſay, that the Precept mic 
forbiddeth vs to doe that where-by our weake brother ma 
bee ſcandalized, is in it ſelfe more obligatorie , or doet 
more {tri&lie tye vs to the obedience of it, as beeing of 
greater moment, yee mult brin oh ſolid Reaſor for you, 
which wee thinke yee will hardlie finde. Wee knowe 
yee ſaye, that the *Precept concerning Scandal, is more 
obligatorie, and of greater moment ; becauſe it concer- 
neth the loſſe of the ſaule of a Brother : But this Reaſon 
Is nor valide ; firſt, in reſpe& our Brother, if hee bee 
feandalized, by our Obedience to our Swperionres,, ſinneth 
not by our Jefanle, who doe obey.: For our carriage, in 

iving Obedience, is ſuch, as may rather edifie our Bro- 
cher, Secondlie: The Precepe which forbiddeth Diſo- 
bedience, concerneth the loſſe both of our owne ſoules, and 

of the ſoules of others, who may bee entyſed to thar ſin, 

by our denying Obedience , to the lawfull commande- 

ments of our S#periozrs. Thirdlie . If that Pracepe of 

eſchewing Scandall , cauſeleſlie _ doe ſo ſtrictlie ob- 
liedge vs , when our S#pertoures requyre Obedience of vs, 

it may happen, that a man ſhall bee in an inextricable 
perplexitie , not knowing whether hee ſhall obey , or 

 denye Obedience to the Commandements of his Superionres: 
inreſpet 
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in reſpe& hee may feare the Scandall of the weake , whe- 
ther hee obey , or denye Obedience, For, as wee ſayde 
before, manie are molt readie to bee Scandalized by our 
denying of Obedience to our Superioures , in thinges law- 
full , and otherwyſe expedient : and that becauſe wee 
by nature are moſt vnwilling to bee curbed, and ts 
haue our Libertie reſtrayned , by the Lawes of our Supe- 
erioxres. For this cauſe (as (Alvin judiciouſlie noteth, 
{nſtit. Lib. 2. Cap. 8.5.35. ) GOD toallure vs to the 
gduetie of Obedience to our Swperionree , called all Supe- 
rioures, Parentes, in the fift COMManN DEMENT. 


49. But wee, with good warrand, doe averre, that 
the Precepe which forbidderh reſiſting of the Civill po- 
wer, and in generall the denying of Obedience to the 
lawfull (ommandements of our Superionres , is of greater 
obligation and moment, And, firſt, wee proue thisjby 
an Argument taken from the dyverſe degrees of tt 
care, which wee ought to haue of the ſen of Os 
chers : for this care tyerth vs to three thinges; to wit » 
firft,to the doing of that which may be zdificatiue,and 
maye giue a good example to all. Secondlie : to the 
eſchewing of that which may bee Scandalous, or an evill 
example to all; that is, to the.eſchewing of everie 
thing , which is eyther ſinne, or hath a manifeſt ſhowe 
of ſinnhe. Thirdlie :, To abſtayne even from that, which 
altho it bee lawfull , yet it may bee, to ſome particular 

perſons, an occaſion of ſfinne, Of theſe, the firſt two are 
moſt to bee regarded, in reſpe& they concerne the 
good of all , which is to bee preferredto the.good of 
particular perſons. Hence wee inferre rhat.the Precept 
of Obedience to Superiogxres , Which preſcrybeth an <Let 
zdificatiue to all, becauſe ic is an exerciſe ofa moſte 
eminent and neceſlarie vertue , is more obligatorie, and . 
of greater moment;than the Precept of eſche wing Scmn- 
aalt, 
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dall, cauſcleſtie taken, by ſome particular perſons. 


50, Secondlie: That the Precepr of Obedience to our 
Superionres , is of greater Moment , and conſequentlie 
more obligatorie , than the Precept of eſchewing Scan- 
dall; is cvident by theſe reaſons which are brought by 
our Divynes , tO Row where-fore the tift Commannde- 
ent , hath the firſt place in the ſecond Table: to wit, 
firſt, becauſe.ic commeth neareſt to the nature of Re- 
ligion or Pietie, commanded in the firlt Table ,' whence 
(as your owne Ameſirzs noteth in his Medalla, Lib: 25 
Cap. 17. $. 13.) the honouring and obeying of Pa» 
rents , is called by prophane Authors, Religion and Pierie, 
Secondlie : This Precept , is the oonnd and ſinews , 
{ ſayeth Parexs, in his Carechericke explication of. the 
fft Precepr, ) ofthe Obedience which is to bee given to 
all the reſt of the Precepes , of the ſecond Table. Two 
reaſons are commonlie brought of this: One is , that 
all Societies,ceconomicke,Civill and Ecclefiaſticall, dog 
conſiſt andareconſerved , by rhe ſhbmiſſion or ſubje- 

tion of Inferiourestd Syperiozres,. which beeing remo- 
ved, confuſion-necefſarilie followeth. The other is, 
that the Obedience of this Precept > maketh way to the 
Obedience of all the reſt. For our Superioaures are {et over 
vs ,- totheiende, thatthey tay make vs to doe our due- 
tie to all others. And confequentlie our Obedience to 
them , is ameane inſtituted by GOD ,*to procure our 
Obedience to all the reſt of the Precepts of the ſecond 
Table, Now, would yee know what followeth our of 
this, let your owne eAmeſins, whoſe wordes are more 
-graciopsvnto you, than ours, tell you it : Seeing ( fayth 
&, Cap. citato, $.6) hamans ſocietie hath the place of a foun- 
dation or ground , in reſpett of other dueties, of fuitice and 
haritie , which are commanded in the ſecond Table of the 
Law: therefore theſe crymes which direttie procure the per- 
| turbation, 
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twrbation , Confuſion , and everfion of it » are nore grievous 
than the vielations of the ſingular Precepts, Now we ſub- 
ſume : the denying of Obedience ro Superionres » injoy- 
ning ſuch thinges as in them-ſelues are lawfull and ex- 
dient , dire&lie procureth the perturbation and confu- 
ſion of humane ſocietie. And therefore it is a cryme 

reater than the violation of other particular Preceprs of 
the ſecond Table. For this cauſe, Dionyſins Biſhop of 
Alexandria, in his Epiſtle ad Novatum,cited before, de- 
_ how much the ynitie of the Church ( which is 
moſt frequentlie marred by the diſobedience of Infe- 
rioures to their Syuperioxres , ) ought to bee regarded, 
ſayeth,.that Martyrdome ſuffered for eſchewing of Schiſme, 
S_ glorious , than Martyrdom ſuffered for eſchewing 

olatrie, | 


51. Thirdlie: Theſe offices, or dueties, which wee 
owe to others , by way of 7uitice , are more ſtridlie ob» 
gatorie, than theſe which wee owe to them , onelie by 
way of Charitie, And conſequentlie,theſe R—_ which 
preſcrybe Dweries of fuftice, are of greater obligation, 
than theſe which preſcrybe Dxeties of Charitie onelie. 
Bur wee owe the quetie of Obedience to our Swuperionrsy 
by way. CREW » and therefore it is more obligatorie, 

Yan the duetie of eſchewing: Scandall canſleſiie taken» 
whichis adueticonlic of Chariztie, The Aajor, or fult . 
—_— of this e-Lrgument, is cleare of it ſelfe , as 

ing a: Afaxime not onelie receaved by the Schola- 
ſickes and Popiſh (aſniſts, bur alſo by our Dipynes. Set 
your owne Amefins, in-his Medulla; Lib. 2. Cap. 16.4. 
5$.. 59. 60. GI. 62. 63. where hee not onlie propo- 
neth this Maxime... but alſo proveth it by two moſt evi- - 
dent. exargples. The Afinor is lykewyſe cleare:: For» 
firlt, rhe duetic of Obedience, 'which wee owe to the 
publicke Lawes.of the (barch and Kingdome , _— 
a to that - 
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to that Generall Fuſtice, which is called Fuſtitia legahs, 
' For the legall juſtice, as it is in Inferiours, or Subjects, ic 
is a vertuc inclyning chem to the Obedience of all Lawes, 
made for the benchte of the Common-wealth , as eAyri- 
ftotle declareth in his 5 Booke of the Erhickes, Cap. I. 
Secondlie :- Debitum obedtentiez the debt of Obedience, 
which wee owe to our Swperioxres , is not onlie debitums 
»orale, a debt or duetie , vnto which wee are tyed by 
zworall honeſtie, and GOD'S commandement, but alſo de- 
bitum legale, or debitum juſtitig, (quod viz., fundarur mn pro- 
prio jure alteris) adebr grounded vpon the true and 
proper right, which our S»perionres haue to exact this 
duetie of vs z ſo that they may accuſe vs of irjurie , and 
cenſure vs, if wee performe it not. There is great diffe- 
rence betwixt theſe two ſorts of debt ; al. the laſt is 
| farre more obligatorie, than the firſt: As for example, 
A man oweth moneys to the poore, by a morall debt, wo 
ro his creditor hee oweth them by a legall debt , or debx 
of juſtice: And therefore, hee is more {trictlie oblieged 
to pay his creditor, than to giue almes. Such-lyke,.þ 
worall honeſtie » and GOD'S preceptalſo, a man owet 
to his neyghbour,a pious carefulneſſe, to impede ſinne in 
him, by admonition , inſtruction, good example, and 
by omitfion even of thinges lawfull , when hee fore- 
ſeeth that his neyghbour-in reſped of his weakneſle, 
will bee ſcandalized by them. But his neyghbour bach 
not ſuch a right to exact theſe thinges of him , neyther 
can hee haue action agaynſt him, for not performin 
_ , asour lawfull Swperionres haue for our due = 
Ence, | Y: 
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[n what ſenſe the Adminiſtration 
of the SACRAMENTS, #1 private 
places, Was thought indifferent in 

 PearTH ASSEMBLIE. 


52.'. Inour Replye wee profeſſed , that wee cannot 
abſtayne preſentlie from private Baptiſme , and private 
Communion , beeing requyred to adminiſtrate theſe Sa- 
craments to ſuch perſons, as can not come, or bee 
brought to the Church. Hence , firſt, yee take occa- 
ſion toobject to vs , that the ſtate of the queſtion con- 
cerning Pearth Articles, , is quyte altered, in reſpe&t 
wee and our aſlociates , did ever before alleadge the 
queſtion to bee of things indifferent , but now we thinke 

them to bee ſo neceſſarie , that altho the Generall Aſſem- 
blie of che (hurch ſhould diſcharge them , wee behoved 
ſtill to practiſe them: Wee anſwere , firſt, that the 4ſ- 
ſemblie of Pearth hath determinednothing, of the indsf< | 
ferencie or neceſſitie of theſe thinges, Secondlie : If anie 
who allowed theſe Articles , did at that tyme in their 
diſcourſes and ſpeaches call them wdifferent , they mea- 
'ned onlie , thar in the celebration of theſe Sacramentes, 
the circumſtances of place and tyme are thinges indiffe- 
rent of their owne nature: or , whichisall one, that 
wee are not ſotyed to the adminiſtration of themin the 
Church, andat _ appoynted for Sermon , but wee 
may celebrate them in private houſes, and at other 


tymes., Bur judicious and Learned men , eyen then 

ought the denying of theſe Sacramentes to perſons, 
who can not come, or beebrought tothe Charch , to 
bee a — of.the meanes of grace , altogether 
VnNWart 


le by GOD'S word. Whence yee may col- 
9 OY wheth 
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tet, whether or not they thought ir to bee vnlawfull. 
Thirdlic : Yee have no warrand from our Replys, to 
fay ,. that wee would not abſtayne from private Bap- 
tiſme ,, and Communion » altho our Nationall Afſemblie 
ſhould diſcharge them. For as wee are vertie vawil- 
ling to omit anie neceſſarie Duetie of our Calling : 
ſo wee carrie a ſingular reſpect to lawfull A4uthoritie, and 
to the Peace, and Uuitie of the Chxrch; abborring 
Schiſme, as the verie Peſt of the Church. Butofthis 
wee ſhall ſpeake heereafter in the thirteenth Duplye. 


53. Next, yee fay, if wee have the ſame judgement 
of Kneeling , in the receaving of the Communion , and 
of Feaſtivalldayes, it commeth to paſſe among vs which 
hath beene incident to the Chxrch in former ages , thar 
thinges have beene firſt brought in as indifferent , then 
vrged as neceſſarie. Certaynlie, Brethren , none are ſo 
guilrie of this, as your ſelues,, and your affociates : for 
yee haue now made ſome thinges to be efteemed neceſ- 
farie by. your followers , which haue beene accounted 
indifferent , not onlie ſince the Reformation, but theſe 
fifteene hundreth yeares by-gone, And in ſome other 
thinges, which the auncient Chxrch did' wyſelie forbid, 
yee doe now make the Libertie and Pwritie of the Gofpell 
toconliſt, As.forvs, wee ſ{tand'as wee ftood before, and 
doc yetthinke Kneeling in the receaving of the Sacra- 
went , and the fiue Fedftivall dayes , to bee Rites indiffe. 
rentin their owne nature ; but indeede verie profitable, 
and edificatiue , if Paſtors would doe their duetie in 
making their people ſenſible , of the lawfulneſſe and'ex- 
pediencie of them, | 


54. Weeareofthie fame judgement concerning  Con- 

ion, which CaLv in, wryting vpon: H'B»> x. 6. 
2: acknowledgeth., To hawebeene mndenttedlia _—_— 
| 704 
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-86 the Charch, by the Apoſtles: and with the fame Author, 
inthe fourth booke of his Inſtirur. Cap. 19, $. 14. WEE 
wiſh, That the vſe of it were agayne reſtored: (© farre are 

' we fromthar partiall dealing with the Articles o fPearth, 
whichyee obje&t vnto vs. What hath moved our moſt 
Reverende Prelates , to abſtayne hitherto from the pra- 
dtiſing of ir; wee know not: rhey can themſtlues belt 
farisfie you inthis poynt. And wee modeſtlie judge;thar 
this omiſſion hath proceeded from weyghtie 8 regard- 
able cauſes, It was ſufficient for vs, to 4-40 a care of our 
owne dueties,zin our particular ſtations. But the vrging 
and preſſing of that practiſe vpon the Biſhops , requy- 
reth ger Aathoritie,than ours. In the meanetyme,.ye 
know the Biſhops never diſclaymed rhe' A#thoritie of 
that A of Pearth , concernin g Confirmation ,' orof any 
other of theſe 4s, as yee have done , who haue beene 
hitherto profeſſed and avowed diſobeyers of them all. 
Wherefore yee wiſh.you ;-heereafter not tp bring this 
omiſſion of the Biſhops , in the matter of Confirmation, 
as an Argument fot the forbearance of Pearth Articles, 
which yee requyre of vs: forthere is a great difference 
betwixt the omiſſion of a duetie commanded by a Law, 
and an avowed, or profeſſed , yea, ſworne diſobe- 
dience of the Law, Fe: wZ 0 5 


55. Laſt of all, whereas ye ſay,that we; by maintaining 
the neceſlitie of private Bapriſme 8 Conmmigns dac con- 
demne the practiſe of this our Church,fro the Reforma- 
tis, till Pearth Aſſemblie,& put no ſmall guiltineſſe vypon 
other Reformed Charches, who vſe not private Bapriſme 
and Communion at all , but abſtayne from them. as. dan= 
gerous: weeanſwere, that wee haue , in all modeſtie, 
proponed our owne judgement, concerning private 
Baptiſme , and private (ommunion , neminem judicantes 
( as CYPR1an fayde of olde » inconfilio Carthag. in pre- 

| V fat.) 


ws. 


- 


We DveLyEs. | 
: w 

. fat.) ncrtaking vpon vs, to.cenſure of condemne the 
practiſe cyther of this. Charch , in tymes preceeding 
Pearth Aſſemblie, or of other Reformed (hwrches. Wee 
can not indeede denye, but wee diſſent fromthem: and 
if this bee a condemning of them,wee may no leſle juſt- 
lie ſay to you , that you condemne the Practiſe and D0- 
. Atrine not onlie of our Reformers , in the particulars 
mentioned before in this ſame DYPLYE, but alſo of 
dyverſe Reformed Chxrches, and cfthe Ancient Chxrch, 
as wee declared in our fixt DEManD , and ſhall agayne 
ſpeake of it in our ſixt DUPLYE, 


A Drerence Or Ovx 
DocTRINE and PRACTISE, 
concerning the Celebration _ 

--of BAPTISME and theo © 
 Lorp's SvPPER, _ 
in private places. 


F6. Yee defire vs, wyſelie to conſider, whether the defire 
which our people baue of Baptiſme aud Communiort, ws 
zyme of ſickneſſe , bee not occaſioned by prevayling of Pope- 
ric , ard through a ſuperſtitions conceat that people haue f 
theſe Sacraments , 45 _— to ſalvation. Wee areloat 
eo come ſhort of you in dueties of charitie , eſpciallie in 
good wiſhes ; and therefore , wee lykewyſe wiſh you, 
' wyſelie to canſider,whether the negle&t of theſe Sacra- 
* ments in the tyme of ſickneſle , which is in manie parts 
ofthe Kingdome , proceede not from ſome want of a 
ſufficient knowledge, and due efteeme of the fruites of 
theſe High and Heavenlic myſteries, : 

PE, 57. It is 
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$7; Tris welfthatyee acknowledge, that we mi- 
riſter theſe Sacraments in private , as neceſſarie enelie by 
the neceſſitie of the commandement of GOD ; but with all 
yee Ccnceave, that owr people imagine , or ſeeme ta imagine 
them to bee ſo neceſſarie meanes., as that GOD hath tyea his 


graceto them. Wee deſire you to judge charitablie of 
Ro who are vnknowne to you; and with all wee de- 
clare , that neyther wee doe teach our people , nor doe 
they thinke , for ought wee did ever know , that Bap- 
tiſme is ſo neceſlarie a meane vntoſalvation,that withour 
it God can not,or will not ſaue anie : yea,on-the contra- 
rie, wee are confident, that when Bapriſme is carneſtlic 
ſought for, or vnfeygnedlie deſired , and yet can not 
bee had, the Prayers of the Parentes, and of the 
Church, are accepted by GOD, in ſtead of the ordi- 
narie meane, the vſe where-ofis hindered,by vnavoida- 
ble neceſhitie : and ſoin this wee depart fromthe rigid 
tenet of PapiFes. Onthe other part, wee lykewyſe 
teach, and — our voogle tetris » that Ba e- 
TISME isthe ordinarie meane of our enterance into 
the CYVRCn, andofour REGENERATION; 
to the vie where-of, GOD, by His Commaunde- 
ment; hath tyed vs. i 
58. 
MATTH. 28, 19. Goe yee., there-fore , and teach all 
I ations , baptizing them, Inthe Name of the Father , and 
of the Sonne,and of the holie Ghoſt,tye net Parentes to ſeeke 
Baptiſme to their Children , and Paſtors to adminiſter, 
when it is ſought , then haue wee no commaundement 
at all, for _—— of Infantes , whichis an Anabapri- 
flicall abſurditie : But if Parentes and Paſtors, ate tyed 
by this Cemmaundement, then Parents ought to ſeeke 
Baptiſme, to their dying Children, nct baptized before: 
( for then, or never ) and Paſtors muſt acccrdinelie pet- 
_ forme that Dzetie then, which is incumbent penn 
That 
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This is that which X /N'G 7A MES of bleſſed me- 
marie, in a Conference at Hampton-Conrt, pag. 172 tepor- 
teth him-ſelfe, to haue aunſwered to a Scor;ſh Miniſter, 
whyle hee was in Scotland: The Miniſter asked, If hee 
thought Baptiſme ſo neceſſarie , thats if it bee omuted, the 
(y!d ſhould bee damned? No, ſayde the King ; bat if you 
beeing called to baptize the Chyld, though privatelie, ſhould 


; refuſe to come, I thinke you ſhould bee damned. 


59. Yeeſay, (to avoyde the ſtrength of this 4rgu- 
ent ) that the neceſſutie of the Commandement, ſtandeth onlie 
for Baptiſme in publicke; and, that no Precept requyreth Bap- 
tiſme , but when it can bee had orderlie , with all the circum- 
ances thereof : whereof yee ſay this ts one , that it bee admi- 
aiſtred in the preſence of thet viſible Kirke, whereof the Chil- 
dren are to bee members, Thas , firſt, yee condemne as 
vnlawfull the adminiſtration of Bapriſme even in the 
Church , God-fathers , and God-mothers, beeing pre- 
ſent, if the whole Congregation bee nat preſent :66 
and the lyke doctrine wee ade in others, alſo cited on 
the Margine, which ſoundeth ſo harſhlie in the eares of 
ſome of your owne adherentes , that they can not bee 
perſwaded that this is your doctrine. Secondlie : The 
commandement of CHRIST tying vs to Baptiſme, hath 
no ſuch addition eyther of the. preſence of che Congre- 
ation , or yet of the maceriall Kirke. This belongeth 
_ ro the Solemaitie, andnotto th2 neceflarie lawfull 
vie of Baptiſme. Where GOD hath tyed this ſolemairie 
co Baptiſme , yee cannot ſhaw by holie Scripture : but 
where GOD harh tyed vs to Baptiſm? , wee haue alrea=- 
die ſhowne. Iris trae, Solemaities ſhould nor bee light- 
lie omitted: butthe Law ſayerh , Wyen evident equitie 
requyreth , they may bee diſpenſed with: for according to 
thar ſame Law , That which i chiefe and principall, ſhould 
nat bee ruled by that which is acceſſorie » bar 1 capwager © - 
AS IOC 
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As fagthepſace of Bapriſme, wee-may fay of it, as Ter- 
;#llianſayerh of the tyine thereof, in the 19 Chapter of 
his Booke of Bapriſme , Everie day is the LORD'S, everie 
hoxre , day , and tyme » t fitte for Baptiſme : it may wans 
of the Solemmitie , but nothing of the grace. Neyther is ſuch 
anumber', as yeerequyre to bee preſent , neceſlarie in 
this caſe. Our Saviour hath taught vs, MaTTa, 18. 
I9, That if two ſhall agree on Earth , 4s touching ante thing 
that they ſhall a5ke , it ſhall bee done for them. , of His Fa- 
ther which t .in Heaven: For, ſayeth Hee > where two or 
three are — together in my Name , there am I in the 
midſt of them, Wee beſcech you,therefore,Brethren,to 
take heede, that yee preſcrybe not to mens conſciences, 
Rites of neceſfitie , without cleare warrand from God's 
word , by which yee will gever bee able to prooue the 
_—_— of this circumſtance requyred by you in Bap- 
1/98, 

60. The practiſe oſthe Premitiue Charch , both in 
the Apoſtles tymes , and thereafter, agreeth with this 
dodtine and pradtiſe of ours, Saynd&t Pu1L1x baptized 
the Exnuch on the waye, AcTs 8. Anan1as baptized 
Saslin a private houſe, Ac Ts 9. Saynct PavL baptized 
the Iaylour in his houſe, AcTs 16. If yee anſwere as 
others doe, that the neceffitie of the infancie of the 
Cherch , excuſed the want of the preſence of a Congre- 
eation.: wee replye , that the ſame neceſfitie is found 
inthe caſes whereof wee ſpeake : for as vnpoſsible it is 
for a dying Infant , who about Mid-night is at the laſt 
daſpe, to enjoy the preſence of the Congregation, as it 
was impoſſible for: anie of the afore-mentioned , the . 
Emunuch, Saul, orthe Faylowr , to have hada Congre- 
gation preſent at theic Baprtiſme , yea, more impoſſible; 

and why ſhould there nor bee the ſame effect , where 
there. is the ſame reaſon ?- 
| X.. 61, The. 
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61. The Praftiſe of the Auncient Church, in this, is 
alſo cleare for vs. This is manifeſt from the 76 Epifle of 
S, Cyprian » from the Oration- of Gregorie ſens 
agaynſt them who delayed their Baptiſme, from $. Ba- 
ﬀ in his 13 Homilie, which is an Exhortation. to Bap- 
tiſme, Tom, 1, from Gregorie Nazianzen, in his 40 Ore- 
tion > whoſe wordes wee haue cited vpon the margine, 
Hence altho two ſet-tymes were appoynted, for + nn 
Baptiſme , yet the caſe of necefitie was ever excepted, 
This is cleare by the fore-ſayde Teſtimonies, as alſo by 
theſe following , Siricizs Epift. 1. (ap.2. Toms. 1. (on- 
cil. Gelaſ. Epiſt. 9. ad Epiſcopos Lucame, Tom, 2. (on-- 
cil, Conc. Antiſiodor. (ap. 1%. Tom. 2. Conc. Matiſe 
con. 2. Cap. 3: Tom. 2. Concil. (onc. Meldens. Cap. 
48. Conc, Triburiens. Cap. 12. (oncil, in Palatio Verni 
Cap. 7. (onc. Wormatiens, Cap. 1. Tom. 3, Concil, The. 
learned (amuſabon , in his 16 Exercitation, conſidering all 
this, ſayeth, Woe to them, that, in the adminiſtration of this 
SACRAMEN T, denye their duetic to dying Infantes, wn- 
der pretence of I knowe not what Diſcipline. Tothis ſame. 
purpoſe the learned eAlartin Bucer , in the 15 Chapter 
of his Cenſ#re of the EnGLIiIShH LiTvaGies 
conſidering Baptiſme of ſicke Infantes privatelic , ſay- 
eth, In this Conſtitution, all thinges are holilie ſet downe, 
This ſame Prattiſe alſo is allowed by Doctor Whitaker, 


in his Booke agaynit REYNOLDS, Pap. 48. 
Xaurg po 00k REM G4 


Coy xup wr». Vpon theſe wordes : N ICETAS, his Interpreeer, 
ſpeaketh thus; Bapri ſmum ſuſcipe qaamaiuy minime trcum te prgnant is qui te tape 
tiſmi aqua ting:re parat, + qui pecintarum tuarum hares fururus eff, [le vidalices 
fludt:ſe agens atque contendens vi ea que Ad vite extt#rm neceſſaria funt , ſuppeditet,heg 
. £7, vt te ſalarars aqua tiagat &f dominicum £0rpu5 impertiat, hic contra vi teflaments 
bares ſcrika'nr., OY 


62. The Congregation » ſay yee, where-of the 


. Chylde is to bee a member , hath intereſt in this, and 


there-fore 
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there-fore ought to bee preſent; no lefle than at Excom- 
munication, where-by a rotten member is cut off, In 
this caſe ofneceffitie, there is no prejudice eyther tothe 
Chylde , or to the Congregation, thorow the want of 
the Congregations preſence: for there is no negle, 
nor contempt of the Congregation in this caſe , or of 
anie of the members there-of: and the Chylde by Bap- 
t5ſme , though privatelie adminiſtred,is ingrafted into 
CHRIST), and ſobeeing joyned to the head' of the 


Church,bec6meth alſo vnited vnto the Church,which is + - 
His Bodie. If Excommunication requyre the preſence of :. . - 


the whole Congregation, becauſe the power of binding + | 
and looſing, is delyeared by CHRIST to everie par- . 
ticular Church, or Congregation , colleCtiuelie taken 
as it is affirmed in the Diſpute agaynſt the Engliſh Popiſh 
Cereinonies , Part. 3. Cap. $8. Pag. 182 , then it is not 
alyke with Baptiſze , the power where-of is commit- 
eed tothe Paſtors of the Church, Ma T TH, 28. But 
altho that ground bee not true , as wee thinke it is not, 
yet Excommunication is done in _ of the People. 
For this cenſure may not bee inflicted , but onelie for 
publicke offences; and therefore muſt be publickc;as the 
offences , That others alſo may feare, I. TIM, 5. 20. 
and haue no companie with the delinquent, that hee {ma 
bee aſhamed, 2, THESS, 3. 14. andio your ſimilitude 
holdeth not, 


63. As forthe adminiſtring of the Sacrament ofthe 
LORD'S Supper, wee ſay itis moſt profitable , for 


comforting of the Soules of men, fighting with the ter - ' 


roures of Death ; and that the caſe may fall out, where- 
in they moſt ardentlie deſire it, and conſequentlie, that 
Paſtors who are the Stewards of GOD'S Houſe, ought _ 
not to denye to his Children , ſo hungring and thirſting. 


in this conflict, that heavenlie refreſhment; which wee : * 
- are nor 
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are not aſhamed, with the anciet/Farthers tocall:@Aev, 
or Yiaticm, though yee ſeeme to cordemne this, ' It is 
manifeſt by the writings of the ancient Fathers: F-ſt1ne 
Martyr, in his 2 Apologie: Exſebizzin the 6 Booke of his 
Storie , 36 Chapter ,: and others, tharithe Sacrament 
was adminiſtred to ſicke perſons privatelie., The fa- 
mous OEcamenicke Councell of Nice, in the 13 Canon, 
and ſecond part there-of,appoynterh the ſame, or rather 
confirmeth the ancien Lawes there-anent. The lyke 
wee may ſee in the 76 Canon; of the fourth Councell of 
Carthage. See Balſamon alſo , vpon the 20 Canon of the 
Councell of Carthage, where ſpeaking of dying perſons, 
hee ſayeth, That the LORD'S Supper Bowls bee care- 
fullie adminiſtred vnto them; and Baptiſme; if they bee not 
baptized. Hence Biſhop fewell,in his D:ſpate agaynſt 
Turdings , PAG. 32. ſayeth  Thatrertayne podlie perſons) 
both” Men and Women, im tymwe efperſ ecntion, or of ſickneſſe, - 
or of other neceſſitie , receaved the Sacrament im their houſes, 
it is no: denyed. The Ancient Fathers alſo call this Sa+ 
crament viaticum , Or a proviſion for our journey. So 
the Fathers, in the fourth Councell of (arthage, ſpeake, 
Canon 78. $0 Gandentius in his ſecond Treatiſe on Exo- 
dus . ' So in Sayn& Baill his Litargie , wee 'finde this 
P&ATER., that the participation of theſe ſacred things, 
may bee the viaticum of erernall Iyfe. So Concil. Vaſe. 1. 
Can. 2. So Paulins in vita Ambroſit, Whence Canſa-. 
bon, in hisanſwereto the Epiſtle of Cardinall Perrozes, 
Pas. 49, ſayeth, The Church of England nor onlie diſtri- 
bareth , the myſticall bread to the faythfull in the publicke 
Congregation , but alſo adminiſtrateth ts dying perſons this 
viaticum , as the Fathers of the Conucell of Nice, and all 
Antiquitie, call it, | 
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64. Learned Calvine was of this mynde :- Manie 
and weyghtie reaſons, ſayeth hee Epi. 361. moue-mee to 
thinke that the Communion ſhould not bee denyed to ficke Per- 
ſons. ZeeveRvs, in his firſt Booke of Eccleſiaſti- 
call policie, and 12 Chapter , hath theſe words of this 
matter , One thing remayneth yet to bee reſolved , to Wit, 
concernmg the (/ommunion of ſicke perſons. Albeit ſome 
thinks otherwyſe, yet it ſeemeth , that the holie Supper may 
uot, nor ought not, to bee denyed to them that ſecke it. For 
of it was appoynted for the confirming of our fayth , and in- 
creaſe of our (ommunionwith CHRIST, if wee ought by 
the vſe of it to teſtific our fayth and ſtudie of repentance , why 
ſhould they bee depryved-of fo great a good, who! fight with 
long d:ſeaſes, or are in danger of their lyfe? When doeth 
Satan labour more; ſtronglie to (ſhake and brangle our fayths 
than when wee are exercyſed with bodilie diſeaſes * When doe 
eur conſciences tremble more , and ſtand inneede , of the moſt 
ample corroboration of fayth , than when wee finde that death 
#5 knocking at the doore ; and that wee are called to compeare 
before the Tribunall of God? HigrontMyvs ZancuHivss 
is of the ſame mind. Thus he wryterh in an Epittle of his 
fo 7ohn Crato, Phyſician to the Emperour, {haue nothing 
to ſay of the queſtion proponed by you , but that T. ſubſcrybe 
zo your judgement, provyding this bee done when neceſs1t1e Yew 
quyreth , and it bee adminiſtred to them, who through ſick 
weſſs , caunot come foorth with others. in publicke. For ſince 
CHRIST denyeth this to none of his Diſciples > how can 
wee refuſe it to ſicke perſons , who deſire it before they depart 
hence ,. and that not ont of anje Superſtition > bat that their 
mpndes may bee the more comforted, and rayſed vp? MaR- 

TINE BvCcER, inthe 22 Chapter of his fore m2ntt9- 
ned cenſure, conſidering that partof the LiTvas., 
where-in the adminiitrating ofthe (v-27n:on to ſicke 
perſansis ſet downe, ſayerh , Th:nges b2zre com4mnded, 
are agreeable anongh to holie Scriptzre : far it avay/eth 
| LA 
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not a little ; tothe comforting of troubled Soules', to reteaue 
the Communion of the LO R D. Yea, hee hath written 
a particular and moſt devote Treatiſe , directing Pa- 
{tors how to adminiſter the Communion to ſicke perſons; 
and yet, wee truſt, yee will not call him a Papiſt , ſince 
hee was ſo hatefull to Papiſts , thatafter hee was dcad, 
they rayſed vp his bones , and burnt them. PezTER 
Max TYR, wryting vpon the tenth Chapter of the 
firſt Epiſtle to the Cor In TH. ſpeaking of the LORD'S 
Supper, hath theſe wordes, They ſay it muſt bee givens 
to ficke perſons : Iconfeſſe, ſayeth hee , but the myſte- 
rie may bee celebrated before the ficke perſons. It isto bee 
remarked alſo, that often-tymes it falleth out, thac ſome 
perſons are affixed to their beds by ſickneſle , for the 
ſpace of fiue or ſixe, yea, ten yeares, or more: And 
how can we denye the comfort of this holie Sacrament 
to thoſe all rhat tpace , eſpeciallie when they earneſtlic 
long for it > 


65. This dodarine and prattiſe of ours, tendeth 
not to the contempt of the Sacraments , ( as yee would 
beare vpon it) it is playne contrarie: for by this praQtiſes 
wee ſhow , how much wee reverence the Commande- 
ment of GOD, and how highlie wee eſteeme of his 
ordinances, which wee ſo earncſtlie ſeeke after; where- 
as on the other part,the practiſe of others,leadeth people 
to the contempr of the Sacraments , becauſe they are 
moved there-by , to thinke, that rhereis no ſuch ne- 
ccſſitie and cfficacie in them, as Scripture, and the con- 
ſent of Chriſtians , hath aſcrybed there-vnto, As for 
other abuſes , rehearſed by you , as fruites of private 
Baptiſme , ſince you þring no proofe for what yee ſay in 
this, wee oppone our juſt denyall, to gourbacs and 
vnuſt aſſertion, | 

66, Laſtlie, yee advertiſe the Reader , that yee 
; thnke 


DvyeLres: = 


thinke not the materiall Churches, but the ordinarie 

meetinges , neceſlarie tothe lawfull adminiſtration of 
che Sacraments , leſt anie ſhould conceaue that yee en- 
certayne a Superſtitious conceat of places . Wee thinke, 
yee might haue ſpared this advertiſement: for we finde, 
that they who oppu ne our doftrine and practiſe in this 
poynt, are ſo farre from beeing in danger of the extre- 
mitie mentioned by you , that on the contrarie they 
teach, that the Church is a Place no more holie, than 
anie other , and that it may bee indifferentlie vied to ſa- 
cred or civill vſes: which in our judgment is not agree- 
able , eyther to holie Scripture, or to ſound Antiquitie. 
See Exſebius in his Eccleſiaſticke Hiſtorie, Lib. 10. 
(ap. 3- Chryſoft. homil, 36. on the firſt Epiſtle to the 
CORINTHIANS, S. Augsſtine, in his fir Booke of 
the citie of GOD , Cap. 1. Codex Theodafianus , Lib. 
Titul. 4.5. de his quiad Eccleſias confugermat, Conc, Gan- 
grenſ. Can. 21. 
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T He indifferent Reader may petceaue, by our for- 
mer DVUPLYE, that your AnswRE toour 
firſt exception , taken from the obedience , due to Ax- 


thoritie , and from our judgement , concerning the ad- 
miniſtration of BaeTisSME, and the LORD'S Supper, 


to dying perſons in private places , hath not given ſatiſ- 
faction. 


2, Weeaskedof you, in our ft DEMAND, how 


wee can Subſcrybe the N egatine (onfeſſion- » as it is pro= 
pounded by you, without contradicting the Poſitize Cons 

feſſion > approved by Parliament. , holden Anno 1 5 6 7 
| ſince 
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ſince the Poſitive Confeſſionw , Cruar. 21 declareth, that 
Rites are changeable , according to the exigencie of 
tyme , and conſequentlie that no perpetuall Law, may 
or ought to bee made of them , and the Negatine Con- 
feſſion makerh a perpetuall Zaw , concerning the ex- 
ternall Rites of the Church atleaſt according to your 
Judgement , who vrge rhe Subſcryving of this Covenant 
and (onfeſſiony vpon vs > Wee vrged farther in our Re- 
plye , that the Zate Covenant. bindeth vs to the Olde Co- 
venant » made Anno I 581; forby your Late Covenant, 
yee profeſſe your ſelues bound to keeps the foreſayde 
. Nationall Oath (as yee call it) inviolable: and that 
Olde Covenant, or Oath, bindeth vs to the D;ſcipline 
which was then; and that Diſcipline comprehendeth 
all the externall Rites of it, ( as yee haue inall your Wry- 
zinges profeſſed, eſpeciallic in that late Booke entituled, 
The Difute againſt the Engliſh Popiſh Ceremonies: whence 
in your Sermones, and printed Bookes, ſince the eAfſem- 
blie of Pearth, yee haue beene {till accuſing vs of Per- 
qurie.) So fromthe firſt, to thelaſt, the Late Covenant, 
bindeth vs to the Police which was then ; and conſe. 
quentlie, maketh a Perpetuall Lawe , concerning the 
RiTEs.of the Cuvaca, as if they were vn- 
changeable . 


3. Your efyſwere to this «Argument. , is not ſuffi- 
cient, nor to the purpoſe. 1. Yee pur off, without anie 
Avnſivere , that which wee alleadge out of 4 Diiparez 
agaynſt the Engliſh Popiſh Ceremonies , and, in ſtead of 
anſwering, wiſh , that. what. wee hage thence, or from anie 
other Treatiſe of that, kinde , were keeped to another tyme. 
Pardon vs, that wee wiſh greater ingenuitie, and a more 
direct Anſwere, Conſider the wordes of that Treatiſe 
before cited , Parte 4. Cap. 8. Set. 8. No man amongſt 
v5 6a certaynlic kyowe » thats the Diſcipline meaned and 


ſpoken 
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ſpoken of in the Oath,by thoſe that, ſweare it » comprehen- 
aeth not vnder it thoſe poyntes of Diſcipline , for which 
wee nowe contend? , and which this Church had in vſe at, the 
ſwearing of the Oath, Shall wee, then, put the breach of 
the Oath ina fayre hazard? GOD forbid, The ſame 
wee finde to bee the judement cf others alſo, who haue 
oppoſed the Articles of Pearth, and Epiſcopall Governe- 
ment. Since , there-fore , ywce deſire to bee reſolved, 
concerning the right meaning of the Negative (onfeſs 
ſon ; leſt by it wee contradict the Poſitive Confeſsion,ap- 
proved in Parliament, : Had wee dot reaſon to pro- 
pone this Difficwltie to you,who requyre our S»5ſcription, 
and came hither, to reſolue our Scrxples > If yee con- 
demne the judgement of theſe your Brethren , who 
were Authors of theſe Treatiſes, why doe yee not open - 
lie profeſle, that yee, and the reſt of the Authors of the 
Late Conenart,, difallowe it> If yee doe approue it, as 
wee haue great reaſon to thinke yee doe, ſince yee haue 
ſtill oppoſed the Articles of Pearth, and Epiſcopacie,and 
doe expreſslie referre vs to thoſe Treatiſes,in your nynth 
Anſwere: Howe doe yee not ſec, that, with a good 
conſcience, yce can not requyre vs, to ſweare, andeſub- 
ſcrybe, thar which yee knowe to bee contrarie to our 
mynde > Remember, we pray you, the words of the 
former Treatiſe, in the place before cited, Putcthe caſe, it 
were doubtfull and que5tionable, what is meaned by the word 
DISCIPLINE #2 the Oarn; yet'parstutior;the ſafer way 
were to bee choſen ; which is affirmearhere to bee this : 
That the poyntes practiſed by vs, are abjured jn the Ve- 
gatine Confeſion-. | | 

| 4. Secondlie: where-as yee ſaye, That none of you 
would refuſe to ſweare theShort Confeſſion, becauſe wee 
bage expounded ſome Articles of it contrarie to your mynde + 


wee replye , that this Anſiwere ſatisfieth not: for your 
Z ſwearing 
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ſwearing the Negatine Confeſion- , not-with-ſtanding 
of the contrarie Interpretation of them who diffcr in 
judgement from you, ſhoweth not, howe the apparent 
Contradittion betwixt it, and the Poſitive Confeſsion., ob- 
jeaed by vs, is reconciled by you the propounders and 
vrgers of it, More-over , If wee did vrye you to ſub- 
ſcrybe the Negarize Confeſtion, when in the meane ty me 
wee were perſivaded, that our Interpretation of the eAr- 
ticles rhere-of, were contrarie to your judgement ; wee 
were bound to labour to informe your judgement, be- 
fore weedid exact your Oath: and, conſequentlie , by 
the lawe of Charitie and Equitie, yee are oblicdged , not 
to requyre our Oath, till firſt yee doe that, which is ſuf - 
ficient, to make our judgement, conforme to yours : - 
which as yet yee haue not done, 


5. Thirdlie: Yee ſaye, Yowr deſire #5, that both of vs. 
keepe our meaning of the Negative Confeſſion, according 
z0 our diverſe meaſures of light, and onelie promiſe Forbea- 
rance: Which, yee ſaye, wee may doe, becauſe that wee 
thinke the. poyntes controverted, to bee indifferent. wee an- 
ſwere, That yee till flee the poynt in queſtion : for it is 
an-other thing for-vs, to keepe our meaninges, and an- 
other thing for vs , to ſweare a Covenant, when wee are 
not perſwaded of. the ttueth there-of. Yee might,and 
may ſtill enjoye your meaning for vs: but howe wee 
can keepe our meaning , and ſubſcrybe your (ovenant, 
wee ſee not; ſince wee thinke the one repugnant to the 
other.-. Neyther is it Forbearance onelie that is requy- 
red;'as.we have ſhowne before ; nor yet can we ſweare 
Forbearance , the Lawe ſtanding ſtill in vigour, and Au- - 
thoritie requyring Obedience. Laſtlie : Wee thinke not 
all the poynres contrayerted , to bee indifferent., as.was - 


declared. 
before GECIALTY « 6. Thus-: 
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6. Thusit may appeare, howe yee haue dealt with 
our SORITES, as yce call ir, The lyke dealing 
wee find anent our DiLEM Ma; the Hornes where- 
of, ({ as yee ſpeake ) yee labour'to turne agaynſt our 
ſeJues, by asking, To whichof the members of the Di- 
ſtinttion,we reterre Pearth articles and;Epiſcopacie? If, (ay 
yezthey were abjured in the Negative Confethi6,we are per - 
ured for the prattiſing of them: and if left indifferent,by that 
Confeſſion, wee may,not-with-ſtanding of that Confeſhon, 
forbeare the prattiſe of them, Firſt, Your 2u4eStion is - 
not pertinent : For the Di5intion. is not ours ,: but 
- yours. And to what purpoſe is it to, you, to knowe, to 
what member of your D:#m#1on, wee referre the eAr- 
tic/es of Pearth, and Epiſcopacie? Secondlie : There is 
no {trength in eyther of the Hornes of your D 1 L.8 M- 
M a: For, by turning it wrong, you hane made it your 
owne. The one Horne is, That if the Articles of Pearth, ; 
and. 'Epiſcopacie, bee left indifferent, by the Short Confeſ= 
fron; wee. may forbeare the prattiſe of them. Firlt, This 
meeteth not the Horne of our Dilemma, which was, if 
wee bee nottyed, by the Negatize (onfeſſion , to the 
omiſſion oof theſe thinges ; then why haue yee , in all 
your Wrytinges agaynlt vs, exprobrated to vs, Perjuries 
for violating of the Oath containgd in that Confeſſiow?To 
this no word by you is aunſwered heere. Secondlie: 
Suppone theſe thinges were left indifferent by the Ne- 
atine Confeſſion; yer may wee not forbeare the practiſe 
of them: becauſe, ſince that Confefiion, Lawes haue 
paſſed on themiwhich remaining in vigour, requyre our ' 
Obedience , as: wee dayde'before, | 
7. The other Horne-of your Dilemma is , that if 
theſe poyntes were abjured for ever, before Pearth Afſem- 
blie, chen wee, who'prattiſe them,are perjured, To which 
wee aunſwere, .'Thatir followeth not: for wee never - 
OR TOTES ; did ſweare-- 
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did ſweare to that Negatine Confefiion. And there-fore, 
though theſe poyntes were abjured there-in, yet are wee 
free trom all guilrineſſe of Perjwrie. And, in the meane 
tyme; yee hauenot reſolved, -howe hee who is perſwa- 
4, of rhe lawfulnefle of thoſe poyntes, can ſweare 
the Negatine Confeſ#1on, if by it the Swearey bee tyed,to 
the abjuring of thoſe poyntes, which was the other 
part of our Dilemma. Thus,if yee will conſider rightlie, 
ye may Derceaue, that, our D:Jemma ſtandeth ynmoved, 
with the'Hornes of it ſtill cowards you, Yee farther in- 
ſinuate” that our Reaſons , are not ſolide and graue , bt 
velitations of ſuch a;ſort as yee lookgd not for. Let the judi- 
cious Reader , pronounce his ſentence of this ; onelie 
wee wiſh , thatyee had choſen-rather to fatisfie , than 
to contemne our Reaſons. That which yee heere agayne 
adde, concerning the'change of Commiſſioners,” is an * 
ſwered'in our fourth DVPLTE. Set 
..'$. To give light to your former Diſcourſe, yee 

ſabjoyne a Di#infton of Diſcipline,into three members: 
Firſt, yee ſaye, It is taken for the Rule of Governement-of 
the Church, and Cenſure of «Manners, by. Office-bearers 
j« LAT, by CHRIST: and thus,. yee ſay, it is wn- 
changeable. Secondlie, For Conſtitations of Comnncells, and 
Attes of Parliament, about.matters of Religion: eAnd thi, 
ee ſay it 15 alterable, or conſtant, according to the nature of 
particular Objettes, Thirdlie: For the wine of Circum- 
ſlances, to bee obſerved jn.all attions, Divine, and Humane: 
aud. [0 Fee ſay ut i variable... Fixlfpby theſe Diftinttions, 
the matter ſeemeth rather to beg obſcured, ;than clea- 
red.For ye doe not expreſie,in which of theſe ſenſes the 
Diſciple mentioned in'the Negatine Confeſtion, is to 
: bee taken, which-was the poynt requyred of you. 

9. Secondlie: Yee ſeeme by this Di#in&1on, to in- 
tangle your ſelues yer more, For, firſt, if yee take the 

name 
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name of Diſcipline, in anie one , or anie two of theſe 
ſenſes, what ſay yee to theſe following wordes of your 
Difpute agayn#t the Engliſh Popiſh Ceremonies » Parte 4. 
Cap. 8. Sect. 8> The Biſhop aoeth but needleſlie queFtions 
what is meaned by the Diſcipline where-of the Oath ſpeaketh. 
For howſoever im Eccleſia$ticall vſe, it ſignifieth often-tymes, 
that Policie, which ſtandeth in the cenſwrmg of Manners; yet 
in the Oath it muZt bee taken in the largeit ſenſe; namelie, 
for the whole Policie of the Church. For, 1. The whole Po- 
licie of this Church, did, at that tyme, goe vnder the name of 
Diſcipline: and thoſe two Bookgs wherein this Policie is con- 
tayned,were called The Bookes of Diſcipline. And without 
all doubt, they who ſware the Oath, meaned by Diſcipline,that 
whole Policie of the Church which is cotayned in thoſe Bookes. 

10. Secondly, when that Little Confeſtion was framed, 
the Sony of the Church was onlie by Preſbyters,and 
not by Biſhops : and, there-fore, if yee thinke, that the 
name of Dſcipline,in that (onfeſſion-, comprehendeth 
vnder it the firſt part of your Diftinftion- , ( which, as 
wee conceaue, yee will not denye ) yee may ealllie 
perceaue, that wee are vrged by you , to ſweare > and 
ſubſcrybe, agaynſt our Conſciences ; ſince wee thinke 
the Rwle of the Governement of the Church, which then 
was, to bee changeable ; and, that the Governement was 
lawfullie chaunged, by following Aſſemblies, and Par- 
liamentes, from Preſbyters, to Biſhops. 

IT. Thirdlie: IF theſe {onſtirutions of (ouncels,con- 
cerning Objefts alterable, mentioned in the ſecond mera- 
ber of your DiFinfion- , bee one, and the fame, with 
ordering of variable Circumſtances , mentioned in the 
third member ; why haue yee diſtinguiſhed the one 
from the other > But, if they bee different, then yee: 
graunt , that Eccleſiaſticke Conſtitutions , may bee made 
concerning ſome altetable matters of Religion., . which : 
are not bare Circumſtances ; which is repugnant to your 

RS 1 AA ocdinarie 
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ordinarie Defrine, where-by yee mayntayne , that no= 
thing changeable, is leſt to the Determination of the 
Church, in matters cf Religion; but onelie Circumſtances 
of Attions, Wee cannot ſee,howe yee can mayntayne 
this Dorine, and yet oppoſe the Determinations of the 
Church, concerning Ceremovies, which are indifferent. 


12, Wet had reaſon'to inquyre your judgement, 
concerning Rites Or (ceremonies, which are not of Divine 
Inſtitution , whether they bee lawfull , or not , though 
yee {till ſhunne the declaring of it. Since by your Cove- 
zant , yee intende a reformation of Religion, anda re- 
covering of the Zibertie, 'and Peritie of the Goſpel, as 
yee ſpeake; if yee in your judgement, condemneſuch 
Ceremonies , (as yec inſinuate ) wee cart hot expect, but 
that, if yee obtayne your deſires, -all ſuch Rites ſhall bee 
expelled and condemned , eſpeciallie ſince by this your 
Late Covenant , yee tye your ſelues fo that Olde Coves 
nant, where-in yce diiclayme and deteſt all Rites brought 
into the Chxrch, without the word of GOD. Now, wee 
can not concurre with you , for promoving this endes 
becauſe ſuch ajudgement , is playne contrarie to ours; 
yea , contrarie to the vniverſall judgement and practiſe, 
of the Auncient Kirke , repugnant alſo to the judgement 
of the Proteſtant Churches, 'and moſt famous Divynes 
therein , as may appeare by the quotations on the mar- 
gine. But if yee bee of the ſame mynde with vs ; and 
thinke , that there are ſome Rites of that kynde lawfull, 
why doe you hide your mynde from vs,and others, ſince 
the acknowledgement and manifeſting of this Traeth, 
would, beeno ſmall advancement to your cauſe , by re- 
moving this great offence ? | 


Confeſſion of Sweneland, cap, 14. Calvin, Inſtitut, lib, 4. cap, to, $.30+ Occolame- 
Padices EptH, Lib. 4. page $18, Zeppernus Polit, Ecclef, pag, 138, 141, 143» Zanthins, 
Iu quarium Preceptums Melanchthon, in manie places, Ov, 
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Of Matrimonial Benedi&tion, 


and God-fathers mn Baptiſmey. L 


13. As for ſolemne bleſſing of Marriage, wee asked; 

what watrand yee had forit., by Precept or Praftiſe, ſet 
downe in GOD'S word. In your A»ſwere yee infinuate, 
that it is a bleſſing of the people edmanded in the Laws 
and more playnlic wee finde this ſer downe in the Diſ- 
pute » agaynſt the Engliſh Popiſh Ceremonies , PaRkT. 3. 
Cay. 2. SECT. 10. Tet playne it is from Scripture it ſelfe, 
that Matrimoniall Benedittion , ought to. bee given by a 
Paſtor , for GOD hath commanded His Miniſters , to bleſſs 
His people, (Nv M. 6,) Firſt, who ever before you, 
did ground the neceſſitie of ſolemne bleſſing of Mar- 
riage vpon theſe words, Nv. 6. 23. Speake wnto 
Aaron , and vnto his ſonnes, ſaying , On this wyſe yee ſhall 
bleſſe the children of Iſrael , ſaying unto them: The LORD 
bleſſe thee, and keepe thee: &c. Learncd Melanchton, was 
not ſo well verſed in Scriptures , as to ſee this. For hee 
ſayeth in his Epiſtles, Pag. 328. Yee ſee rhat rhe Rite 
of the Auncients is , that the Brydegroome and Bryde, are 
joyned before the Altar , in the fohr of GOD, and 
with the incalling of GOD. Which cuſtome vn- 
doubtedlic hath beene ordained by the firſt Farhers, thar 
wee may conſider that this conjun&tion was appoynted 
by GOD , andis aſfiſted by Him. | 


14. Secondlie : By this commandementfof G ODs 
ta bleiſe the people, N'v mi. 6: eythet there is anecel- 
ſitie layde vpon the Charch, to bleſſe Marriages ſglemn- 
lie, ornot. If 'yee ſay, there is not. a neceſlitie, then 
there is no commandement of GOD there-anent, for it 
is neceſfarie to obey GOD'S Commandement. If 
yec ſay, there isa neceſſitic , what ſay yee then to Jo 
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Friend Dideclane, who in his Altar of Damaſins, Pay, 
$66, affirmeth, that neyther the. preſence of the -Congre- 
ation > nor bleſſing of the eMmiſter, is neceflarie to 
this ation? Andif yee diſſent heere-in from him, yee 
are holden to prooue your opinion, by aneceſlarie con- 
ſequence from holie Scripture, which wee are perſwa- 
ded yee are not able to doe. | 


IF. Thirdlie: The Commanndement, To bleſſe the 
people, isno lefle, if notmore generall, thanthar, x, 
COR, 14. 40. Ler all thinges bee done decentlie, and in or- 
der : on the which wordes, both Auncient and Recent 
Divines, doe ground the lawfullneſle of the Ceremonies 
which wee allowe. Is | | 


16, Fourthlie: Since that Commaundement, of 
bleſſing the People, is generall > what reaſon haue yee, 
for not including other civill important Contradctes, eſ- 
peciallie that are performed with a Yowe, or Promiſſorie 
Oath? A Yowe made to GOD, is a'CovenanT 
with GOD, as well as the Matrimoniall Oath. All 
Fowes and Oaths, are Afts of Religious Worſhip,although 
they bee joyned to Civil ( eratfe : and, there-fore, if 
becauſe of the CovenanT with G O D, yee bleſſe 
eMarriage ſolemnlie, yee ought to doe the ſame, to 
other Civill Contraftes, where-in there is the lyke Co- 

YENANT), by verrue of an Qath or Powe. © 


17. Fiftlie: Where-as yee ſaye, that though May- 
riage werea Pation , meerlie Ciyill, yet becauſe it s (0 
3mportant, yee would not with-halde Eccleſiaſticke Bene- 
dittion from it, not-with-ſtanding of the abuſe of Po- 
perie: wee would vnderſtand, howe this agreeth with 
the current Dofrine of thoſe that are of your mynde : 
for wee reade in the Abridgement of Lincolne, Pag. 17, 
that. wee ſhould caſt away even ſuch thinges, as had a good 
original 
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originall, (if they bee not ſtill neceſſarie, and commannded 
of GOD) when once they are knowne to bee defiled with 
Tdolatrie, or abuſed by it, SO in The Difpute agaznſt the 
Engliſh Popiſh ('eremonies , Parte 3. (ap. 2. Sett. 2. it 
is afftrmed, that Rites, Ancient, lawfull, and agreeable t0 
G'O D'S Word, ſhould, not-with-ſtandmg,neceſſarilie bee 
aboliſhed, becauſe of their. ſuperſtition, and wicked abuſe. 
Yee adde;, that yee will not ſe Marriage ſuperſtitionſlic, 
according to the preſeript of the Service-booke, Yee did 
not finde the Service-Bookg , neyther in our Demannades, 
nor in our Kepljes; yet wee knowe not, howe yee ſo of= 
ten reach wnto. it, Reotve; xrotn Ml | 
18. Laſtlie: Of the Sripwlation of God-fathers in 
Baptiſme, inſtanced by vs, in our fift' Demand, yec have 
ſpoken nothing particularlie , eyther in your firſt or ſe- 
cond eAunſweres. Wee have no Precept, or example 
of it in holie Scripture: , yea, ſome of our learned Di- 
vines affirme, thatit was inſtituted by Pope Higyne : 'See Para 
and yee will not denye, that it hath beene much abuſed Manrra, 
in Poperie. Howe commeth it to paſſe, then, that 0n the 6 
this Ceremonie is allowed, and ved by ſome of you ? — 
Wee ſaye, ſome; for wee are informed , that ſome of ——_— 
_ mynde, doe not vic atall. ' See D. eAMorim,in and G x. 


Defence of the three (eremanies , Pag. 24, "2 RanDys; 
| | in Log, Theos 
bop Tom eq, 
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I your firſt Anſwere to our ſixt Demannd,, yee anſwe-! 
red nothing to that, which wee affirmed concerning 
the judgement of Divynes , Amnncient and Aoderne » Who 
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eycher haue abſolutelic allowed theſe Rites, which were . 
concluded in Pearth eAfemilie , or elſe haue thought 
them tolerable, and ſuch as ought not to-make a ſtirce in 
the (hurch: Neyther did yee touch thar, whicirwee ob- 
jected, _—Y the venerable cuſtome., and prattiſe of 
the Auncient Charch:, and the moſt eminent lights of it, 
which -yee condemnein'yoar /aterpretation of the' Nega-. 
tine Confeſiion , contayned inthe Late {ovenant. Where-. 
fore , in our Replye to that os of yours, wee did 
holde your filence', fora granting. of the Trzeth of thar 
which wee ſayde ,\concerning ſo manie Divynes, Aun-. 
cient and Moderne , who ſtand for vs, Naw in your ſe-. 
cond Anſweretothat Nemanud,"*yee labour to. bercaue 
vs of this advantage, and granting that Divynes ; both 
Anncient and Moderne , are agaynſt you, concerning the 
the lanfulne. of things controverted, ( athing to be noted 
by the Reader , and which ſhould make you more ſpa- 
_ 2ing in your ſpeaches of vs who-favour Pearth * Articles, 


:, ., .» thanyeeare } yeeſay » firſt,, that Divynes, Avintients 


” 


- aud Moderne , are agaynſt vs alſo.; and that both theſe- 
propoſitions may bee true , in reſpedt they are both in- 
definite, in a matter contingent. But our Propoſitions - 
concerning the judgement of Divynes who ſtand for vsz 

'- was mote than indefigite, For all-bee-it' wee ſayde nots 


*__.. that all are for vs; yer wee fide , that-manie, yea, iT 


. #21nie; mzaning, that 2 great, manie are for vs,and againſt 

' yon in matters of lawfullneſſe,and vnlawfullneſſe ; and): 
conſequentlie, in ##2tters of Fayth.” This expreſiion of the 
numver, yee were glad tapaſle,by ;- becauſe yee can not 
faye the lyke of rheſs, who favour yourjwuitgenent, con- 
cerning th2 vnlawfu1u:fſe of thoſe thinges, Far, ſcarce 
kn>w2'w2canie-e MM derne Divines, without: his Maje- - 
ſties Dominionss. thac p2rempporlie condemne. theſe + 
Rites,..as. unlawful, which: were concludzd.in Pearth, 
eAfem)lie : and of eLancientes, wee mane ors 
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of the Auncient Church, wee knowe none at all, who 
are of your mynde, Howe is it, then , that for theſe 
your Newe Poſitions, yee make ſuch ſtirre , and doe take 
ſuch Dangerous Conrſes in hand ? 


Secondlie : Yee ſaye; that allmoFt all Divines allowe of 
ſuch a Forbearance, of inn indifferent, as yee requyre of 
vs; Bur yee will not bee able to make this good: For, 
who of our Divines, have anie-where allowed, in Sub. 
jedtes ſuch a Forbearauce of thinges indifferent, and laws 
full, as is conjoyned with a torall and ſworne Diſobedience. 
of. ſanding; Lawes, agaynſt theProhibition of their Supe 


rioures ? 


Thirdlie : That which yee ſaye, concerning Inno- 
yations allreadie introduced; to wit, that no-thing is 
requyredof vs, concerning them, but a Forbearance of 
them for a tyme gz and, that wee may condeſcende ta it, 
without eyther Diſobedience to Authoritie , or wron- 

ing of our Flocke ; it is allreadie refuted, in the two 
rmer DVpLYES. 


a. 


THe VIL Dverry. 


OY x R'8a$s0.N proponed in the ſfeaventh D g- 
KI MAND, is notfufficientltieaunſwered ; neyther 
the Impediment removed, as wee haue formerlie made 
manifeſt,eſpeciallie in our fourth DveLY.. Where-as, 
for removing of our Scruple, concerning your Inter- 
pretation of the Short (onfeſſion-, yee tell” vs, that yee 
vrge not vpon- vs your-meaning z. but leave vs to our 
owne, till the-matter be examined in an Aflemblie : We 
aunfyere; Wee loue not the ſwearing of an cnn 
raour: : 
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thout cleare Interpretation there-of; and wee approve 
not Subſcription of ſuch a Covenant, with diverſe, or 
doubtfull meaninges : neyther doe wee thinke that a 
- convenient meane, for ſolid Pacification. And as wee 
are free, in profeſſing our meaning, concerning the 
Pearth e Articles, and Epiſcopie ; ſo wee requyre of you 
the lyke playnnefle , or then the reaſon of your Rety- 
redneile, 3 


2. The Pearth Articles ye doe wnjuſtlie call Novations,. 
if by this name yee vnderſtand, thinges repugnant to 
our Reformed Religion , or forbidden by our Publicke 
Lawes : for theſe Articles are-not of this ſort, Thoſe 
of them which wee call Neceflarie, the A4ſſemblie of 
Pearth did not conclude as indifferent , ( as yeealledge) 
neyther can anie ſuch thing be inferred from the words 
of the Actes of that Aſſemblie. There-fore, we have 
no reaſon to change this opinion, as yee would haue ys 
codoe. Wee holde all the tive poynts,to bee Lawfull,8 
Laudable , and ſome of them more than Indifferent, 
which alſo the wordes of the Synode it ſelfe doe implye: 
So.that, without juſt reaſon, it hath pleaſed you to ſay, 

that thinges formerlie indifferent, are become neceſſarie; and 
what was but lawfull before, and had much a-dae to gayne 
that Reputation, is nowe become Laudable., Thus,agayne, 
wee doe playnlie declare vnto you, that the cauſe of our 
ynwillingneſle toSubſcrybe, or promiſe Forbearance, is 
both che Commaundement of Authoritie, and alſo the 
Neceffitie and Excellencie of ſome of the thinges com- 
maunded : beſides that, wee thinke them all Lawfull, 
and Laudable. What wee would doe, at the Comman- 
dement of Authoritie, in the Forbearance of the Pra- 
Qiſe of thoſe thinges, for the Peace of the Church,and 
-Kingdome, ſhall bee declared in our DvzLy to your 
thirteenth 
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thirteenth AnsSweRs , where-in yee vrge this poynt 
agayne, 


Trere VIII. Dvery. 


\Vg HERE-as yee doe remit the Reader, to your 

former Anſwere, and our Replye; wee alſo 
remit him there-to, and to our firſt Duplye; hoping 
that hee ſhall reſt ſatisfied there-with, | 


2, Weehaue, jin thoſe places, aunſwered your Ar- 
_ concerning your Swearing,the Defence of the 
ing, and his Authoritie, with a Specification , as yee 
callit; and haue ſhowne, that what hath not beene 
looked co fo narrowlie, in this matter heere-to-fore, is 
requiſite nowe, for the Reaſons expreſſed in our eyght 
Replye, and firſt Duplye. Concerning the full Expreſ- 
ſion, of the Loyaltie of your Intentions, to mayntayne 
the King's Perſon, and Honour z whether, or not, yee 
haue given juſt Satisfaction, to thoſe who are neareſt 
to the King's Majeſtie , ( as yee ſaye ) wee referre you, 
and the Readers, to that , hd yee, andrhey , will 
finde neare the ende of our firſt Duplye. Wee wonder 
oreatlie, yee ſhould aftirme, that wee, by craving Reſo- 
ſution, doe wrong the King, and our ſelues; or that yee, 
by giving of it, ſhould wrong them who are neareſt his 
Majeltie , andalſo the Covenant» , and the Subſcrybers 
there-of, For our requyring of reſolution, in this mat- 
ter of ſo great importance , is a pregnant Argument. of 
our wart towards our dreade Soveraygne, and of our 
care, to hauealwayes our owne conſciences voyd of of- 
fence, towards GOD, and towards Men. And your 
giving of ſatisfaction vnto vs > woulde haue c_ 
or 
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for farther clearing of your Covenart-, and the ſubſcrip- 
tichs there-of, Your pretence , that by giving vs ſa- 
tisfaction , yce ſhould wrong them who are neareſt his 
Majeſtie, is grounded vpon a wrong ſuppoſition , as 
if they had alrcadie receaved ſatisfaction by your Decla- 
ration, 


3. GOD is witneſlſe , wee doe not wittinelie and 
willinglie mulriplie doubrs, for hindring a good worke, 
or to oppoſe agaynſt a ſhyning light , ( as yee would 
hauec the Reader to thinke of vs ) bur in all humilitie,and 
vprightneſle of heart, doe declare our mynde, and doe 
intimate our wnaffected ſcruples, And wee thinke it 
verie pertinent; at this ryme,to craue reſolution of them, 
and to deſire your Anſwere, concerning this mayne due- 
tie , which is nor fullic expreſſed in your (ovenants; 
where-as a more full expreſſion of it , had beene verie 
needfull, at this tyme. | 


4. Laſtlie: Where-as yee complayne , that wee 
rooke not ſufficient notice of you, whyle yee were a- 
monlt vs ; yee may eaſilie conſider, that our publicke 
Charges, and Suns nvoearhg together with the ſhort- 
neſfle of the ryme of your abode heere, doe ſufficientlie 
vindicate vs, from anie imputation of Negle&t in that 
kynde: and our doores were not cloſed, if it had plea- 
ſel you , in Brotherlie kyndneſle , to haue viſited vs : 
which wee ought rather to haue exſpeted of you , 
ſeeing yee came vndelired , to the place of our Sta- 
rions, to deale with vs , and alſo ro deale with our peo- 
ple, agaynſt our will , before wee had receaved fatisfa- 


ction, 
TI net 


Dyvryes; _ 
THe IX. Dvopry. 


S yee doe referre the Reader , to your forttier 
Anfweres; ſodoe wee referre-him to our former 


Replyecs , and Duplyes, | 


2, The meaning of the At of the Afſemblie of 
Pearth, citing the wordes ofthe Ps AL M E 95, is not 
( as yee doe interpretit ) anie perverting of the Text, 
neyther tenderh it to inferre there-vpon ,' abſolute ne- 
cellitic of Kneeling , inall worſhipping of GOD, orin 
this part of His worſhip , inthe celebration of the ho- 
lic Communion: but onlie to inferre the Lawfullneſſe,and 
commendable Decencie of Kneeling , in Divine Wor- 
ſhip ; and that it is ſuch a Geſture, as our lawfull Supe- 
rioures may enjoyne to bee vſed, in GOD'S. Worthip;; 
and thar Religious Adoration, and Kneeling y is, to bee, 
done to GOD onelie, altho they ſinne not, who yſe an-; 
other Geſture , where this is not requyred by Authori- 
tic, but another appoynted, or permitted. 


3. Weedoe not kneele before the Sacramentall Ex 
lementes, making them the Obje& of. gur Adora- 
tion, eyther Mediate, or Immediate: neytherdoeth the 
Act of Pearth Aflemblie import anic ſach thing. Bur 
all our Adoration, both outward, and inward, is imme- 
diatelie dire&ted to G OD onelie, with Prayer, and 
Thankes-giving, at the receaving of ſo great a Bene- 
fite. 'Where-fore, your objecting of Idolatrie,agaynſt 
vs heere, andin your other Treatiſes , is moſte vnjuſt, 
Wee marvell alſo, howe yce doe heere referre vs, to 
thoſe Treatiſes, whichin your twelfth Aunſwere, yee 
ſeeme to diſclayme, finding fault, that anie of vs ſhould 
layc holde on hw, or build anie thing vpon them. As 
lyke-wyle yee hecere alleadge , That the Aiſlemblic of 

Pearth 
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Pearth made Kneeling neceſlariein all poynts of GODS 
Worſhup ; and, conſequentlie, in receaving the holie 
Euchariſt : not remembering , that in your ſeaventh 
Aunſiere, yee ſayde, the Afſemblie had concluded the 
fiue Articles as indifferent. | 


4. Concerning the Service-Booke, ( whichnow is 
not vrged ) wee haue alreadie anſwered. Neyther find 
wee anie reaſon , of your yncharirable conſtruction of 
vs, orof the diſpoſition of the people, as if rhey were 
now become Superſtitious. Nor doeth this tyme giue 
anie juſt cauſe of ſuch feares ,, as are. ſufficient to over= 
throwe the reaſons of that 4 of Pearth Afﬀemblic. 


5. Wee didnot in malice, butin loue , ſay, that 
ſuch a defence as yee profefſe heere, according to your 
Proteftation, and ſuch meetinges and conventions doe 
requyre the Kings conſent ,' and Anthoritie , to make 
themkwfull;'accordmg to our judgement: where-of 
ſome reaſons wee haue expreſſed before in our ſecond 
Replye, which as yet yee haue not ſatisfied, 


6. Itſeemeth, that yeeare eyther not able, or not 
willing, toanſwereparticularlic and playnlie, to our 
intergatories p! — in our. riynth Replye: and wee 
would vnderſtand ſome reaſon', why yee foe ſo,zin ſuch 
4 free and brotherlie conference, ſeeing altho yee doe 
otherwyſc interprete our meaning , yer truelie wee did 
not propone them to bee ſnares to you , but to obtayne 
fatisfa&tion to our ſelues and others , for a peaceable 
ende. As for your queſtions, which yee thrawe agaynſt 
vs, With playne profeſſion to worke vs diſcontentment; 
thereby, we thall here make aunſwereto them in meek 
neſſe , andevident demanſtration of our peaceable diſ- 


polition, | 
 QyaEsST. 
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QyatsT. Anſwered, 


7 Our firs Queſtion, concerning the Service-Booke, 

and booke of Caxons , is no-wayes pertinentlie 
.proponed to vs. If wee did vrge vpon you-theſayde 
pookes of Service and Canons, as yee doe now the Cove- 
nant ypon vs z wee ſhould particularlie and puntuallie, 
declare our mynde concerning them. 


8. To your ſecond Pueſtion, wee anſwere » that ir is 
our duetie to enquyre carefullic , what is incumbent 
vpon vs by the law of GOD, and man, towards our 
Prince. Wee doenort moue queſtions of ſtate , but doe 
anſwere to your propoſitions , reſulting vpon matters 
of ſtate , and wee doelabour, as it well becommeth all 
good Subjects ,:to bee well informed, before wee put 
our hand to aniething, which concerneth our due obe- 
dience to our Prince. As for thar which heere agayne 
yee alleadge, of his Majeſties Commiſhoner, and wyſe 
States-men , as having receaved ſatisfaction from you, 
wee referre you, as before, to our Arſwere made there= 
to, in our firſt DV ELYE, 


9. To your third Queſtion, wee anſwere ; our aſler- 
tion concerning the vnla wfulneſfle of Subjects their -re- 
ſiſting the Authorize , of free Monarchies, by force of 
Armes , evenaltho they were enemies to the Trueth, 
-and perſecutors of the profeſlors there-of , can notin 
the judgement of anie reaſonable man , import that'we 
haue the leaſt ſuſpition oF our King,that eyther hee ſhall 
change his Keligion, or ſhall fall vpon. his religious and 
loyall Subjects with force-of Armes. 'Wee haue- often 
declared in theſe our Djſpmtes , that wee are fullie per- 
ſwaded of our King's Majeſties-conſtancie , in profef- 


fion of.the true Religion , and equitable diſpoſition 
DD £ in min 
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in mtniſtration of juſtice, And in teſtification hcere-of,, 
we relt ſatisfied with his Majeſties Proclamation, agaynit 
which yee haue proteſted. 


Io, To your fourth Queſtion, wee anſwere, becauſe 
that wee toe e{teeme Subſcriptton to your Covenants 
neyther to bee warrandable by GOD'S word , nor to 
bee a convenient meane for pacification , wee holde it. 
our ductie, borh to with-holde gur handes from it,and 
to dehort our people from it. 


II.. To yorr fift Queſtion, wee anſwere: 1, Wee 
holde it a wrong ſuppoſition which yee make, that the 
Prelates and their followers, are labouring to introduce 
Poperie , and co make a faction. 2.. Wee know our | 
gracious King , to bee ſo juſt, and ſo wyſe , and fo 
rypein pow andexperience , that hee will not ſuffer 

. anie of his Subjeas, to abuſe his Majeſties name , in : 
tae execution of anie injuſtice. 3. To make reſiſtance : 
by force of Armes , agaynfſt the King's -publicke ſtans | 
ding Lawes, andagaynſt his Majelties publicke Pro- 
clamatians , is not ( in our judgement ) a convenient or 
lawfull way , for defending ofthe Religion, of the Li- 
berties, and Lawes of the Kingdome, and of the Kings - 
eAathoritie; but on the contrarie it bringeth Scandall 
vpon our profeſſion, See our Reaſans.in our fecond Dy- 

PLYE, 

I2, To your ſixt Dueſtion » wee anſwere, that in all . 
free Monarchies , there is nothing left to Subjectes , in 
the caſe of perſecution, by their owne Soveraygne 
Princes » but patientſuffering, with Prayers and Teares | 
to.G OD, orfleeing from their wrath , as wee haue at 
length proved in our ſecond DveLYs. This doctrine 
did the people of :A&xndria, learne of their holie Bi- 
ſhip Athanaſius , as is evident by their owne wordes , in 
their Proteſtarion » ſujoyned tothe Epiſtle of Athanas- . 

+ EC TIE famed. 
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fra , ad vitam ſolitariam agentes. Tf ( ſay they ) it bee the 
commandement of the Emperour , that wee bee perſecuted, 
wee all are readie to ſuffer Martyrdome . *E't usy &v exeg- 
caype [ Tf Auyg5s J] 51 0iwnedy, Hos , Ex9pos 
wales pecprugiocy. Tom. I. Oper. Athanaſ. pag. 
$68, Edit. Pariſ. 1627. As for the nature of the Go- 
yernment of this Kingdome of SCOTLAND , reade 
the Book: of KING IAMES THE SIXT of Bleſſed 
Memorie , entituled , The true Lawe of free e Monar- 
chies , ana the Prazface of the firſt Booke of REGIAM 
MAIESTATEM , where it is exprelslie ſayde , of the 
KING of SCOTLAND , that Hee hath no Swperiour, 
but the Creator of Heaven and Earth, Ruler of all thinges, 
This our Aunſwere,neyther procecderh from Flatrerie, 
neyther from anie intention;to ſtirre vp Princes agaynſt 
their loyall Subjectes , nor from anie ayme at other 
worldlie endes , { as yee doe vncharitablie judge ) but 
from our due Fidelitie to-our K I NG, from our true 
Loue to our Countrey , and from our vprighr Deſire to 
the GLORIE of GOD, and the Comfort of our 
owne Soules , in the Day of our Accompts, 


Twme X. DvyLy. 


A LTHro-wee take you to bee of the number 'of 
choſe who penned the Lare (ovenants , yet pardon 
vs,to call your Gloſſes of irin queſtion, ſolong as yee 
doe not farisfie our Argumentes, which proone them to 
bee contrarie to the verie wordes of your Covenant,. 
Wee haue ſhowne, in our Replyes, and nowe agayne in 
our fourth Duplye , that the wordes of the Covenant, 
importe a perperuall adherence, to the whole externall Pl 
licis 
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licie of the Chnrch, as it was Anno 1581; andthe remooz 
ying of Pearth «Articles , and Epiſcopacie , as of thinges 
contrarie to the Libertie and Puritie of the GeFell, Whence 
wee ſtill inferre, that theſe who haue 1worne the Cove- 
nant , arc tyed by their Oath, to vote agaynſt Pearth 
- Articles, and Epiſcopacie: and, conſequentlie , can not, 
without przjudice, eyther diſpute, or giue out a deci- 
ſive ſentence concerning them, in the intended Aſſem- 
blie, 
2. Yeeſaye, Yee will not judge ſo wncharitable of vs, 

a to thinke vs ſo corrupt, that., in our opinion, finee the 
_ deſigned by vs , no-thing hath entered into the Church, 
efide Epiſcopacie, and the Articles of Pearth; which can bee 
pre judiciall ro the Libertie and Puritie of the GoFpell, Wee 
are glad, that altho yee judge vncharitablie of vs, yer 
yee judge not ſo vncharitablie : and, altho yee thinke vs 
corrupt , yet yee thinke vs not ſo corrapt , as not to bee 
ſenſible of rheſe thinges. Weetclde you our mynde 
before, in our fourth DvxLyY , concerning theſe Abu- 
ſes, which yee thinke to haue beene-occaſioned by 
Pearth Articles: and nowe wee tell you, that if Pearth 
Articles, and' Epiſcopacie , for theſe their alleadged: Con- 
ſequentes, bee alltogether remooved, the benefite which 
yee thinke our Church may receaue, by remooving of 
them, ſhall not, in anie meaſure, zquall.Her Great Loſe 
ſes, | ; 


Tar XL. DverLy. 


MV E s complayned in our Demand T of the 


yncharitableneſſe of your Followers, who ca- 
lumniate vs, as if wee were Favourers of Poperie. And 
to ſhowe 
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to ſhowe howe vnjuſt this Calumnie is , wee declared, 
that wee are readie, to ſweare, and ſubſcrybe, our Na- 
tionall Confeſſions of Fayth , ratified and regiſtrated in 
Parliament; to which Declaration, wee haue nowe ad- 
ded our Oath, which wee did ſweare, when wee recea- 
ved the Degree of Doctorate in Theologie , and haue 
ſolemnlie agayne renewediit, P a 6. 15.16. In your An- 
ſwererothart Demand, yee {lighted our Complaynt,and 
.didnot ſo muchas once mention it ; which made;vsin 
our _—_— to complayne alfo of you, who haue ſhowne 
your ſelues ſo vnwilling to giue vs that Teſtimonie of 
our Sinceritie in profeſling the Trueth, which all who - 
knowe: vs, thinke to bee due to vs. Wee exſpected, 
that in your ſecond Aunſivere to that Demaund , this 
fault ſhould haue beene amended. But, contrarie to 
our exſpectation, wee perceaue, not onelie that yee are 
inſenſjble of the grievous injurie doneto vs, by the ca- 
lumnious reportes of others ; but alſo , that yee haue 
buſied your owne wittes , ta enquyre , as yee ſaye, iny 
matters, to ſearch, and to trye our wayes, _ ro expiſcate 
what yee could agaynſt ys, by the vnfriendlie teſtimo- 
nie of ſome , who, perhaps, are diſpleaſed with vs , as 
cAchab was with eMicajah, for the freedome of aur 
Admonitions, Charitte , ' wy knowe, thinketh na evill, 
I. COR. 13. 5, and covereth a multitude of tranſgreſtionss 
Pzov.10.12. 1.PE T. 4.8. But vncharitable Inquiſi- 
#i0%., and prying into other mens doinges , not on2lie 
diſcovereth thoſe infirmities,vnta which God will have 
everie one of vs ſybject, for hambling of vs ; bur alſo 
bringeth even vpon good men, a multitude of vndeſer- 
ved Aſperſions , | "aq > wee intende not to 
giue youa Meeting in this ; for our Reſolution is , xot 
fo bee over-come of eyill, but to over-come evill with good, 
RoM, 12. 21, And wee are glad co ſiiter this for His 
Cauſe, whoſe Trueth wee mayntayne, pittying in you 
| EE | this 


”— - 
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this Great Defe&t of Chriſtian and Brotherlie Compaſ- 
fion; andpraying GOD, not tolaye it to your charge. 
Wherefore , wee will not ſearch and trye your wayes , as 
yee baue done oxrs : but wee will reflect our thoughts 
vpon our ſelues , and ſec whether or not wee bee guiltie 
of theſe thinges, which yee heere reprehende in vs. 


' 2, Yeefay, firſt, That wee have taken an ample 
Teſtimonie to our ſelues, But what , wee pray you, haue 


. wee reſtificd of or ſelues ; but this onlie , that in ſincere 


and zealous profeſſion of the Trwerth , wee are not infe- 
riour, to others, and, according to our meaſure , haue 
{triven to bee faythfuil in all the dueties of our” Calling ? 
Yee haue, in-deede, put more in-to our Apologie, and 
faye, that wee haue prayſed our ſelues , from our fre- 
uencie of Prayer , extraordinarie Humiliations , and 
bolineſſe of lyfe, and converſation, &c. For, as yee are 
loath to ſpeake anie good of vs ; ſo yee would haue. 
the Reader belieue, that wee ſpeake too much good of 
our ſelues. But in this, as yee wrong vs, ſo yee make 
the Reader to ſee, howe negligentlie yee have read and 
conſidered our wordes, For, where-as in the ſeconde 
parte of our Replye, wee tolde you, that wee haze other 
Meanes, and more effeftnall, than your Covenant, to vie, 
tor holding out of Poperie ; mentioning in particular,ex- 
traordinarie Humiliation, frequencie of Prayer, amen- 
dement of Iyfe, diligence in Preaching, and ſearching 
che Scriptures, &c. Yee imagine, that ee doe arro- 
gate to our ſelues, ſome ſngularitie, in vfing theſe Means; 
nor conſidering, that it is one thing to ſaye, that wee may 
nd ought to vſe theſe Meanes, and an-cther thing, to ſay, 
that wee are ſingular, and eminent, aboae others, in the dilt- 


Lent vſe of them-., 


3. Next: Where-as yee ſaye, that yee were defiroms, 
rather te heare that, teftimonie , at the manthes of others, 
| ( as 


DvÞeLyEes; [11 

(as if yee had never heard our Paynes and Labours, for 
the Trueth , commended by anie ) who knoweth not 
bur in this caſe,in the which we ſtand for the preſent, it 
islawfull, and moſte expedient tomen , to vindicate 

them-ſelues, and their Fidelitic in their Callinges, from 
the contempt and Calumnies of others. Wee haue in 
che Scriptures, notable Examples of G G D'S deareſt 
Saynctes, whoin ſuch caſes, yea, in other caſes alſo, 
without anie derogation, to their ſingular humilitie, did 
fall out into high expreſſions , of their owne vertuous 
and pious carriage, Who ever ſpake ſo humblie of 
him-ſelfe as Pav L, whocalleth him-ſelfe eſſe than 
the leaFt of all Saynites, Eents. 3. 8, and yetelſe-where 
hee ſayerh, that hee was not a whit behinde the verie chie- 
feft Apoitles; and, that hee laboured more aboundantlie 
than they all, 1. COR. 15.10, 2. Cox. 11,5. 


4. The defectes, which by your ſtrift and curious 
Tuquiſition-, yee thinke yee hane found in ys, may bee 
reduced into two poynctes: One is, that wee are too 
ſparing in our paynes, in Preaching ; and, that wee often- 
fill our Places with Novices. The other is, that the ſmall 
Paynes which wee haxe taken, are not fruitfull. And, to 
prooue this, yee ſaye, that Poperie hath no leſſe _— 
1n our Citie, under our eM inifterie, than anie tyme before 
ſince the Reformation», As for the firſt of theſe, to omit 
chat which Modeſtie will not permit vs to ſpeake , 
eyther of our owne Paynes in Teaching, or of yours , it is 
verie well knowne, that in the caſe of Sickneſle, and ex- 
tcaordinarie Employmentes in our Callingesz which 
but ſeldome doe fall foorth to vs, it is both lawfull, and 
commendable to ſee , that our Places may bee filled, 

ther with ſome actuall Miniſter , or, fayling of that, 
with able Studentes of Divinitie, ap mroven by publicke 
 Authoritie, where-of your ſelues can not bee ignorant, 


in ref! Þ 
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in reſpec of your frequent Peregrinations , from your 
Stations, 


5. As forthenextpoynt: Altho it were true, yet 
the Parable of the Seede ſowen in diverſe ſortes of ground, 
and the dolorous Complayntes » Which theſe moſt payn- 
full and thundering Preachers , Eliah, i. KinG. 19. 
T0. Iſaiah, 53.1. Paul, GaL, 1,6. and 3. 1. yea, of 
CHRIST Him-ſelfe, MaTTH. 23, 37, and LvxE 
19. 41. 42, made of the hard ſucceſle of rhcir laboures, 
may learne you to bee more benigne in your cenſures 
of vs, than yee are, Inthe meane tyme, it is knowne 
to his Majeſtie, to the Lordes of Secret Counſel, and to 
all the Countrey heere; as alſo it is cyident, by manie 
publicke extant Actes of the ſayde Secret Counſell, and 
of our Diocceſian Aſſemblies , that wee haue beene as 
diligentlie exerciſed, in oppoſing of Poperie, as anie 
Miniſters in this KIMNGDQME. Neyther hath 
our ſucceſſe heere-in beene ſo badde, as yee haue given 
it out: for ſince ourentrie to the Miniſtrie heere,ſcarce 
hath anie man beene diverted from the Traeth,to Pope- 
ryie; ſome Papiſtes haue beene converted, to the Profeſ- 
ſion of the Trueth , and others who were incorrigible, 
haue beene forced to departe from this Countrey, Yea, 
wee thinke , that our ſucceſle, in dealing with the Pa- 

iſtes, had beene vndoubtedlie greater, if they had nor 
_ hardened in their Errour , by your ſtrange and 
ſcaudalous Dottrines , repugnant to Scripture, and found 
Antiquitie, | 


6. That which yeeſaye inthe ſecond part of your 
Aunſwere , concerning the —___ effettes of your 
ovenant, meeterh not with that which wee did object, 
concerning the vw. yon of it, For, that which 
is nor in ic ſelfe lawfull, can never bee truelie profitable 
fo anic, And SoLoMON hath tolde vs, that there u no 
; wiſdome, 


c 
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w-/4»1m?, nor vnderſtanding, agaynit the LORD, P & 0- 
VERBS 21, 30. 


LY 


7. Asforrhelaſt parte of your Aunſwere,wee haue 

ſo oftea rolde yoa, that your feare of the in-bringin 
of tae Szrvice-'Booke, and (anons, is cauſeleſle : jo. yee 
haue ſo oft denyed this, thar it were follie ro wearie 
the Reader anie more with this matter. In the meane 
tyme, weertell you, thar if your Covenant bee vnlawfull 
inirtſelfe , ( as wee (till thinke ir to bee ) your feare, al- 
tho ir were juſtlie conceaved , will never free your 
Soules of the guiltineſſe of ir. 
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=> juſtifie or excuſe your omiſſion , of publicke 
difallowing and condemning the publicke diſor« 
ders, and miſscarriages of ſome who haue ſubſcrybed 
the (ovenant-; eſpeciallie the offering of violence to- 
Prelates, and Miniſters, in tyme of Divine Service, and: 
in the Houſe of GOD, where-of wee ſpake in our 
twelfth Demaund, and Replye: yee aunſwere , firſt, 
that yee acknowledge nor the Service-Booke , for the 
LORD'S Service, Yee might aye the ſame of anie 
Service-Booke, ( if yee allowe the Reaſons latelie ſet- 
foorth in Ptint agaynſt the Seryice-Booke ) for there a 
Preſcript forme of Prayet, is condemned , which di- 
redlie crofleth the practiſe of the Vniverſall (burch of 
CHRIST, Auncient, and Recent, 


2;  Yeealleadge, that yee acknowledge not the vſur- 
pid Aithoritie of Pielates, for Lawfull Authoritie, For 
FF ought 
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Hlar, Da. ought wee can perceaue, by the Doctrines of thoſe with 
maſe. pag, whome yec joyne, yce acknowledge no lawfull Au- 
120, Diſpute thoritie at all in Prelates, abouc your ſelues, and other 
agayni the Yfinitters : and yee ſeeme ſo to inſinuate ſo much here, 
_— Pc= by blaming vs , for calling them , Reverend and holie 
——_ Fathers, Wee are perlwaded of the lawfullnefſe of 
3, cap,$, dj. cbcir Office, and therefore are not aſhamed, with Scrip- 
gre, 1, Ture; and Godlie Antiquitic , tocall ſuch as are advaun- 

cedto this Sacred Dignitie, Fathers, and Reverend Fa- 

thers. Neyther ſhould perſonall faultes, alleadged by 

you, hinder our obſervance; till whar is alleadged , bee 

clcarlie proven. For, fo long as thinges are doubrfull, 
Favors. . wee ſhould interpret to the better parte, Lvxs 6, 37. 
liores rei po- And it is a Rule of Lawe, that in a doubtfull caſe, the 
wu; quam ſtate of a Poſlellour, is beſt z and, conſequentlie , of 
attores a= him that hither-to hath beene in a Poſſeſtion of a good name : 


—_ fe as alſo, that in rhinges doubrtfull, wee ſhould rather fa- 
Reg, 125. Vour theperſon accuſed, than him that accuſeth, 


3. If yee beeof this ſame judgement, with vs, con- 
cerning the lawfullneſſe of their Office, why doe ye not 
reverence them, as well as wee? Bur if their verie Of- 
fice ſeeme to you vnlawfull, wee eſteeme your judge- 

© ment contrarie to holie Scripture, toall ſound Antiqui- 
—_ #? tie, andto the beſt Learned among(t Reformed Di- 
= ni eng vines. Heare what MELaNcuTaow faycth, 7 would 
in Concil, 10 GOD, Iwouldto GOD, i laye in mee, not to con- 
. Theolog, firme the Domintoz- »but to reſtore the Governement of Biſ- 
Melanch. in $19Þ* * for I ſee what. manmer of Policie wee ſhall haue; the 
an Epiſt.co Eccleſia5Ficall Policie beeing diſſolved: I doe ſee, that, heere- 
| Camerariy', after will: growe vp» a greater tyranme m the C harch, thats 
in Coucil. eyer was before. And agayne,inan-other Epiſtle to (4- 
Theol, Þ®g. yerarins, hee ſaycth, You will not beliene have much I am, 
90, Duo ju hated, by thoſe of Noricum-z and by others, for the reſtoring 
ro eg vY of Juriſdittion- to Biſhops. Ss our (ompanions fight for 
diſſe EO TO their 
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their owne K ingaome,& not for the K ingdome of CHRIST, 
SO in cther places, See Bucer, de Regno CH RIS Ti, 
Pag. 67. 


difſolvere 
, 
FAITH 
ay Ecileſiae 
| flicam 2 & 
Epiſcopi nobis concedaut illa,qum xquum eſſe eos concedere > Et vt liceat, 6crie non ex* 
pedit, Semper ira ſexſit ipſe Lutherus, quem nulla de cattſa, qtuidam vi video, amants 
nmfe quia beneficio eus ſentiunt ſe , Ejiſzopos excuſſiſſe & adepios libertatem minim® 
wviilem ad pofteritatem, Son an Efifte ad Epiſe, Augnuiten, Deinde welim hoc e168 
perſuadeas de me deque multts alits 105 optare vt pace conftitnza Efiſcopornm peteiiary 
ſrtincolumis, Et hanc plurimum prodeſſe Eccleſits judicamus 


4. Thirdlie, Yee alleadge the zeale of the people, 
by reaſon where-of yee ſaye , that it was no-thing 
ſtrange, that in ſucha caſe , they were ſtirred vp to oppoſe. 
Suppone they had oppoſed , yer , thatthey Mould have 
fo oppoſed , as to haue offercd violence ro Sacred per- 
ſons , Prelatcs or Miniſters, who are ſpirituali Fathers, 
ſeemerhro vs verie {trange , for all that hitherto yee 
| haue javde. Thee isno zcalc , without the exraordi- 
; narieitint ct GOD'S Spirit, which can warrand 
mcn dcftirore of eAmuthoritie, to laye their handes on 
ich pertons. Toxch not Myne anoynted, and doe My Pro 
phets 1:9 harme 5 jaycth the LORD, PSsALME 105, 
| Let ail 1;-nges bee done decentlie , and in order , ſayeth S. 
PavLs 1-COR. 14. 40, GOD tu not the Author of . , ... 
conſuſion or 1umnlt, but of peace, ſayeth that ſame Apoſtle ©egp#orng 
there, VERSE 33. To this purpoſe Gregorte IN azian- Yar 
Zene , in his 26 Oration , ſpeaking of the chiefe cauſes AGye ua 
of diviſion in the Church, ſayeth,One cf them is wnralie, $,-,yung 
ferventneſſe without reaſon and knowledge , and that ano- of 0008 
ther is , diſorder and vndecencie , ara Zia Ky AX0TPih, Tt 


5. The ſonne ſhould account the perſon of his Father Sa- 
cred, fF. de obſequits, Lib. 9g. So wee ought alſo to 
eſteeme of cur Spirituall Fathers : and, there-fore, to 
offer injuric to their perſons, and that, in tyme of Di- 
vine Service, muſt needcs bee a grievous finnc. In the 

NN ove!l 
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Pot. yung Novell (onſftitations of TVs TINIAN, eAnthent, Collat. 9. 
via celebra- Tit. 6. Novella 123. ds SANCTISS. Eep1$ScC 0- 
tur, in ſan- PIS, ©c. CAP 31. there is a remark2able Lawe 
aam Ec. to this purpoſe, cited vpn the Max GIinEs. The 


_ $»gr2- lyke Law wee finde in C24. [uftin. L55. 1. Tit. 3. de- 
ens, Ep'f- Epiſcop. & Clericis. Now alta in theſe im ozciall Lawes, 
E'þp0 att N 


Clericis, aus Fe ſanction beeſevere, yer wee with 15 luch ſeveritie 
by . . 
Miniftris a@ £9 be vied amongſt vs , W praying G OD, toforgiue- 
liis Ecc'eſiis chem who have tranſgreſſed : Wee deſire chem ro con- 
7. juriam a= ſider , thatauncienclic am 32git Chrittians, ſach doings: 
liquam in-= were occatlic dilallo y2d. 
ſerat; jube. & 
mus hunt v:rbera ſutizere, (pin exilium mitti, Si vrd byc ſacra Minift:ri4 conture 
baverit, aut celebrare probibuerit: capitaliter puniatur hocipſo tg in Litaniis , in qui= 
bus Epiſcopi, aut Clerici repzria 4tar, 647)di:ndo, Et ſiquid:m i3'uriam ſolum fect 
78.45, vrberibus exiltoque tradatur, Si verd etiam Litaniam concuſſerit, capitals pe= 
—_—_ ſatin:vit; eg;-vindicars jubemus non ſolum civiles , ſedetian militares je 
17H 
6. S. (hryſotome, ſpeaking of the reverence due 
Ia-his (:. Þy people to Paſtours, ſayeth, A man may nowe ſee, that 
cond Ho. there are nz! ſo great Scaffes andreproaches , wſed by the wn- 
milie vpon faythfu!l, ar yn{t the Rulers , as by thoſe that ſeeme to bee+ 
thes words fayihful, ani to bee joyn:d with vs. Let vs therefore inquyre 
Slate Priſ= whence comm:th this negligence » and contemp? of pietie, that 
bile and 4+ yy; bane ſuch a haſtilitie agaynſt our Fathers, There is n0- 
Ow: thing , thre is nothing, that can ſo eaſilie deſtroy the Church 
on Þs 2.337 as wt there is nvt an exat jo ynture of D-ſciples,to their Ma- 
ſters,of childre to parents, and of the that are ruled, with their 
rulers, He that but ſpeaketh evil againſthis brother,is deharred 
| fromreading the divyne Szriptures, ( for whar haſt thou to 
doe totake my Covenant in thy mouth?ſayth the LORD; 
& ſubjoyneth this cauſe, Thoa {tteſt and ſpeakeſt evill of 
thy brother, ) aud thinkeſt tho thy ſelfe warthie to come to 
the ſacred porches, who accuſeſt thy ſpirituall Father > How 
agreeth this with reaſon For if they who ſpeake evill of Fa- 
thir or Mother , ſhanld dye , according to the Law ; of what 
judgene 
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judgemer is he worthie,who dare ſpeake evil of him who is much 
more neceſſariezand better,than thoſe Parentes * Why feareth 
hee not, that the earth ſhould open, and ſwallow him, or that 
thunder ſhould come from Heaven,and burne vp that curſing 
tongue ? See him alſo, Lib. 3. de Sacerdotio, (ap. 5. & 6. 


7. Inthe next place, yee ſaye, that the keeping of 
GOD'S Houſe, from.s Pollution and ſuperſtition-, belon- 
geth to Authoritie, to the communitie of the Faythfull, and to 
everie one in his own? Place, and Order : bur, certainlie if 
everie one, or all the communitie, keepe their owne Place, and 
Order, they can doe no-thing in this , by way of force, 
withoat , farre leſie agaynt Authoritie, Hence Zan- 
chius, in his firſt Booke of Images, Theſ. 4, ſayerh, 
Without eAnuthoritie of the Prince, it is lawfull to none 11 
this Countrey, to take [doles out of Churches, or to chaunge 
anie thing m Religion: hee that, doeth ſo, ſhould bee punt- 
Ss as ſeditiouw, This hee confirmeth by reaſon , and 

y the teſtimonie of Sayn& eAuguitine, Tom. 10. de 
Sermone Domini in Monte, Homilias. And a little af- 
ter, hee ſubjoyneth; «Luguſtive handeleth this Argu- 
ment piouſlie , hee dehorteth his people , from ſuch a 
practiſe, and ſayeth , That it is pravorum hominum , & 
. furioſorum circumcellionum. 


$. As for your vehement Accuſations and ''Fhreat- 
nings, (heere , and Anſwere 14.) agaynſt the wryter 
of the late WARNING tothe Sibjefts in ScoTLAND, 
yee may eaſilie perceaue, by the Printed Edition of that 
WARNING , and by the Printed Editions of our RE- 
/PLYES , thatgthatoffence istaken away. Andnow,Re- 
verende Brethren ;- why are yee pleaſed thus to digrefle. 
from the matterin hand, - to waken and-holde on foarte, - 

. perſonall quarrels agaynſt your brother , by digging vp 
Dated wordes, and renewing: haske interpretations 
thereof , contrarie to his loving intention , and = 
| that 


ng, lib. de 
wnico Bap- 
#5[mo, cap, 
I1;, 0 quam 
deteftlandns 
ef} error ho- 
minnn, qui 
larorys viro 
117 quada 
n0n reite fa- 
dis laudabi- 
biter ſe imi. 
Fars prtant, 
< Quorum 
Vireatibus 
akon ſunt, 
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that himſelfe , for ſatisfaQicn to all men, hath ſo pub- 
licklie diſallowed and aboliſhed theſe wordes > This vn- 
charitable dealing , can bring no advantage to the cauſe 
which yee mayntayne , but rather maketh ir the mote 
to bee diſguſted, in conſideration of your too great 
eagerneſ{c to ſtirre vp hatred agaynſt your neyghbout, 
& to worke him trouble; whom yec ought nor to perſe- 
cute with implacable wrath , which worketh nor the 
tighteouſneſfle of GOD ; nor to exaſperate agaynſt him 
his other deare Countrey-men : but rather , as well be- 
ſeemeth your profeſſion and calling , yee ought to ex- 
hort them to the moſt favourable coſtruftion of things, 
and to chriſtian placabilitie , and ro the entertaynnig of 
their wonted loving affeftion towards him. As for 
theſe cur preſent queſtions , wee deſire Theologicallie 
onlic, and peaceablie, to conferre of them with you, or 
ww other our Reverende Brethren, of our owne cal- 
ing. | 
9. Yeeſ ay , that Maſter Knox ſpared not $0 call 
Kneeling, a diabolicall invention, If yee allowe this ſaying, 
how can it bee, that in your CovENanT , intended for 
removing of Innovations, and recovering of the Puritie of the 
Goſpell, yee expreſslic aymed nor art the aboliſhing of 
this ceremonie , which is ſo hatefull in your eyes > But 
if yee doe not approue this his ſaying , why did yee not 
chooſe rather, in chariric to cover this eſcape of ſo wor- 
thie a perſonage, than openlie to blaze it abroad ? 


10. Yee haue needleſlic drawne into your diſcourſe, 
mention of IR&NicvM. Of which worke, for mit- 
rization of your vnpeaceable cenſure , bee pleaſed to 
rake notice of the judgement , of that moſt worthie 
Paſtor, and moſt grauc and learned Divyne , D. ames 
Uſher, Arch-Biſhop of eArmach, Primate of all Ireland, 
in this his Epiſtle writreu to the Author, 

| ViR 
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Come cuns voluptate Erancay twum perlegi: eamgue 
Patrie tne felicitatem- ſums gratulatis, quod noyun 
candem produxerit *Expevauoy, qui eam ipſi preffitit dili- 
gentiam & virtutems quam olim exterss Eccleſits ( quum non 
admodum diſſumiles de adiaphorss ohorts lites earum pacem 
perturbarent. ) exhibit ille Vetus ; qui Ococorvp©» Tis 
wy aregonyogic » EuTwrs TH Tgoww UupgvoTod 
Vario Tis Twr SKXAIG:ov Uglungs Wapixana rs C 
ST ot ove. | | 
Nulla ſalus bello: ipfique bello ſalus ſi qua ſits non ali 
quam pact nomine ea continetur. Nam & de * pace belli 
Uriam, opinor, 4 Davide aliquando interrogatum memi-- 
nf. 
fam vero» pro cupxa, , ſcriptum remitto tib ego "a0- 
| Aeuixey* ſed quod jucundum prebeat ſpeftaculums  Mi- 
dianiticorwn ſatellirum inter ſe manum conſerentium » & 
mutuo iFto bello Eccleſiole noftre, pacem promoventium. 
Tu quicquid, hoc et, munuſculi, vt ab homine optimt er- 
ga te affetto tranſmiſ[um ſuſcipe, & me ( vt facts ) ama. 
Pontane, in Hibernia, I LI. Eid. Decembr., anno re- 
parate ſalutis 1632. 


Tuus in CurI1sT1 Mini- 
ſterio conlervus 


TacoBvs ARMACHANVS. 


e Ae juvat. alma quies, gens hac fera bella minitur, 
Er quoties Pacem poſcimns, arms crepats, 
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$5 repeate. your former Anſwere, concerning your 
Interpretation of the clauſe of forbearance, which 
wee haue allreadie refured in our formec REeLYES, 
neyther doe yee bring heere anie new confirmation 
thercof: . And therefore all the three Scandals , men» 
tioned in our 13 DEMAND, doe yet remayne vnrem9- 
yed. be 
2. Althoyour Interpretation were admitted, which 
wee can not admit, yet at leaſt the third Scandall were 
no wayes avoydable there-by ,. ( what-ſo-ever may bee 
ſuppoſed'concerning the other two, ) and that becauſe 
of rhe reaſon expreſled in our 13 ReeLYs; to which 
your Anſweres heere are not fatisfactorie. 1. Yee doe 
-inſinuate, that yee thinke our Oath of obedience to our 
Ordinarie, and Pearth Conſtitutions , not lawfull. in it 
ſelfe: which wee are perſwaded is verie lawfull. 2. Yee 
would ſeeme to inferre the vnlawfulneſſe of it, by chal- 
lenging, the Authoritie where-by it was exalted; and al- 
ents g that there.is no ordinance made Civyill or Eccleſia 
fiicke, appeynrivg anie ſuch Oath. This reaſon { altho' it 
were granted) hathno ſtrengthat all , to prooue that 
which yee intende , to wit , that eycher our Oath is in 
it ſelfe valawfull, or that wee may now lawfullic breake 
it : for our ſwearing of that Oath is not agaynlt anie 
lawfull Anuthoritie, eyther divyne or humane : andin 
ſuch a caſe, Oathes concerning thinges lawfull,oughr to 
bee keeped, whether they bee requyred by appoynt- 
ment of a publicke ordinance, or not : which who-ſo- 
ever denyeth, hee openeth a patent doore to the brea- 
king of lawfull Oathes ; in Matrimoniall and civill con- 
tracts » and manie other caſes, daylie incident -in hu- 
mane 
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mane converſation. Alſo the exacting of that Oath, 
was cicarlie warranded by two As of Parliament , Viz, 
Parliament 21, ofKing Iames the 6, holden at Ep1Nn- 
8VRGH », Anno 1612, CHAP. 1, and Parliament 23. of 
King Iamts thes, holdenat EDdinBvaGn, Anno 
1.621, ATI, 


3. Yeetakevponyoutocallin queſtion , with what 
conſcience thit Oath y.us given. How oft, Brethren, ſhall 
wee exhort you to forbeare judging of other mens con- 
ſciences, which are knowne to GOD onlie ? Fudge not, 
that yee bee not judged, MAT Tn, 7, 1. 


4. Yeealleadge, wee can not anſwere before a Gene- 
rall Aſſemslie for our Oath , and the Scandall riſen- thers= 
vpon. No man needeth to bee aſhamed , before a Gene- 
Yall Aſſemslie, or anie other Fudicatorie , of his lawfull 
aad due obedience , which hee hath given to the pub- 
licke Conſtitutions of the Church of ScoTLAaNnDd , and 
to his Majeſties ſtanding Lawes ; or of anie lawfull 
Oath, where-by hee hach promiſed that obedience. As 
for the Scandall, it was not given by vs, but vnneceſlari- 
lie,- and vnuſtlie taken, by you, and ſome others, vpon 
an erronious opinion , obſtinatelie mayntayned agaynſt 
thelawfulneile of the marters themſclues, | 


5. Yeeſay, That conceaving the Oath , according to 
eur owne groundes, none of vs will ſay, that wee haue ſworne 
the perperuall approvation and prattiſe of theſe things, which 
wee eſtceme to bee indifferent > what-ſo-ever bad conſequent 
of Poperie; Idolarrie , Superſtition, or Scandall, ſhould 
fo!low there-upon; Wee an[were , 1, Theſe bad conſe- 

uentes are alleadged by you , but not proven, 2, Evils 
of that kynde ſhould bee avoyded , by ſome layfull re- 
medie. And wee doe nor eſteeme it lawfull for vs,to diſ.- 
obey Authoritic in chinges lawfull, altho in themſelues 
HH indifferent; . 
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indifferent :. for obedience commanded by the fift Pra- 
cept of the Decalogue, is not athing indifterent. There 
bee other meanes which are lawfull and more efftectuall 
agaynit ſuch evills, as wee haue ſpecified in our eleventh 
KEPLYE: 3, Wee didnot ſweare perperuall approba- 
tion , and practiſe of indifferent thinges ; but knowing 
theſe thinges in them ſelues , to bee approvable , wee 
did ſiycarc obedience to the publicke La wes, requyring 
our practiſe in theſe thinges , ſolong as che Lawe ſtan- 
deth in vigour , and our obedience there-to.is requyred 
by our lawtull Superioures. 4. This courſe wee holde 
to bee more agreeable to our ductie., than vpon'private 
conceprions of Scandals vnnecellarilic taken , to-breake 
off our due obedience to that Amuthoritie which G O D 
.hati ſet over vs, 


6. Out of our aſſertion (Replye 4.) concerning 
the adminiſtration of the Sacraments in private places, 
ro licke perſons, in caſe of neceflitie , yee doe colle&y 
thar wee can not forbeare the prattiſe of theſe,” altho our Ore 
dinarie,andother lawfall Superionres.ſhould will vs to doe ſo. 
And hence yee inferre , that heere-1# Pearth Afemblie, 
for which wee ſtand , 1s wronged by vs two wayes: 1. That 
wee differ wn judgement from them , about the indifferencie of 
the fixe Articles : and next, that at the will of our Ordinarie, 
and yee know not what other lawfull Superionres, wee are 
readie to forbeare the prattiſe o f theſe thinges » which the Aſ+ 

ſemvlie hath appoynted to bee obſerved, 


7. Asfor your mayne Queſtion , Whether a duette 
. neceſſarie by Divine Lawe, may bee; or may not bee omitted, 
#1- caſe,our Ordinarie, and other lawfull Superioares, ſhould 
will vs to omit it > before wee auntwere to it, wee muſt 
expound what wee means by owr other lawfull Supe- 
_ #i04res, becauſe cf your jelting pretence of ignorance 
| hecre-of.” 'Wec meane heere-by , The King's Maje- 
” | Atie, the 
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ſtie, the Parliament, the Secret Counſell, and other Ma- 
oiſtrates , and Eccleſiaſticall Afſemblics , where-vnto 


wee owe Obedience in our Practiſe requyred by chem, _ 


according to publicke Layes. 


8. The Queition it ſelfe ye doe expreſſe more clear- 
Jie in your Aunſwere to our fourth Replye; where yee al- 
leadge, that wee finde ſome of the PE*KTH ARTICLES 
ſo neceſſarie,that. altho the Generall Aſſemblie of the Church 
ſhould diſcharge them-, yet wee behoved ſtill, for conſcience 
of the (ommaundement, of G OD , to pratiiſe them. 
Thus are wee brought-ro this generall Queſtion ; 


Hhether, or no, anie thing neceſſarie 
(or commanded ) by Divine Lawe, 
may, in anie caſe», without ſinnev, bee 
amitted,when publicke humane Au- 
thorite d;/chargeth the prattiſe there- 


of? 


For reſolving of this Queſtion , wee defirethe Rea- 
der to take notice of theſe Theologicall Maximes , re- 
ceaved in the Schooles, and grounded vpon Ho L1t 
SCRIPTVAE, | 


9. eAffirmatine Prazeptes , doe binde ar all tymes, 
but not toall tymes , but onelie as place and ryme re- 
quyre; that is, when opportunitie occurreth, [ Pre- 
cepta affirmativa obligant, ſemper, ſednon} ad ſemper, niſs 
pro loco F tempore ;, id e$t , quando opportwnitas occarrit.] 
Bur Negatine Praceptes, doe binde at-all-rymes, andto 
all tymes. | Precepta negativa obligant ſemper I ad:ſem- 
per. * }] Asforexample; A man-is not obliedged to 
| | = OS ſpeake 


a Thor, 13 
25, qt» Jia 
art, 
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art, 5, ad 


3" Bong. {pcake the trueth atall rymes ; for hee may bee ſome: 
vent.inx, Tyme layfullic filent,but hee may never lawfullic lie, 


ſent, ari4.48. : 
arts. qr. 19. OfeAffirmatine neceſſarie Dueties , ſome are the 


#n Reſolutio- weyghtier matters of the Lawe , [ Tx Gaprrees Ty TR 
ne, Scorus fg | as Indgement, Mercie, aud Fayth, M4T TH. 23. 
mM 3, ſeit. 2.3. Others,leſſe weyghtie, ſuch as are thoſe of the Pearth 


abit, 9. 4% Articles ; which wee call neceſſarie, and yee doe reject. 
Vida umm 
4s rI, Theexerciſe of ſome Affirmatine neceſſarie due+ 


ties, may bee ſome tymes omitted , by Authoritie, wis 
chout ſinne, for the publicke Peace , or ſome preſſing. 
- neceſfitie, Thus eMC :ſes permitted repudiation of a 
man's married ywyte, nor fallen into adglrerie ; neyther 
did hee vrge ſtrictlie the Affirmative duetie of adherence, 
and that for the hardneſſe of their heart, Where-in « Mo- 
ſes hadreſpet tothe Peace and Unitie of the Tribes of 
Iſraell, as Alexander eAlenſis obſerveth, in his Summe of 
Theologie, Part, 3. 2a. 46.. eMembro1. Art. 1. &: 
Art. 2, David did:nor execute, in his owne tyme, 
judgement agaynſt oab, for his murthering of Abner, 
and Amaſa , becauſe the ſonnes- of Zerviah were too harde: 
for hims, Circumciſion> was omitted , becauſe of rhe 
vncertayntie of their abode in one place, when the peo- 


ple were with eACoſes in the Wilderneſle. . 


\ 12. Exerciſe of Eccleſiaſticall Diſcipline , agaynft 
open obſtinate offenders , is an affirmative duetie , . in- 
cambent , by. divyne Law , vpon the Paſtoures, toe 
wards thoſe who are committed, to their charge. Yet it 
may , and ought to bee forborne , when it can not bee 
ved without an open. rupture,and vnavoydable Schiſme, 
Becauſe in ſuch a cafe the publicke peace is rather to 
bee looked to, left in-our inconſiderate zeale to ſepa- 
ratethe Tares, wee plucke vp-alſo the Wheat, And: 
what:wee cannot get corrected by cenſure, wee can- 

SD : doen» 
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doe no more but mourne for it, and patientlic wayt 
till GOD amendeit, as Azgsſtine proverhar length, 
Lib, 3. contra Epiſtolam Parmeniani , Cav. 1. & Cap. 
2. & Lib. de fide & operibus, Cap, 5. For in this tyme 
( ſayerh Gregorie ) the holie Church doth corrett ſome thing” 
by fervour , ſome thing ſhee tolerateth by meckneſſe , ſome 
things by conſideration hee diſſembleth , and beareth , ſothat nh 
often by bearing and diſſembling, ſhee compeſceth [ or putteth reſponſ. 5d 
away |] that evill which ſhee hateth. And Proſper (ayeth; 7. intenoga. 
For this cauſe therefore, they muſt with gentle pietie bee borne tionem Aus 


with , who for their infirmitie, may not bee rebuhed. guilini Cane 
tearienſis,in 


hoc enim tempore ſua Eccleſia quzdam per fervorem corrigtt, quzdam per manſuc= 
rudinem rol:rat, quazdam per conſiderationem d.ſſimulat, atque portat, viſxpe malum 
quod averſ1ur, yortando vp difſimalando compeſcat, Proſper, Lib, 2. 42 Vita cone 
remplativa, Cape 5, Propter h3 ergo, blanda pictaze portandi ſunt, qui tnceepar: pro 
ſna infirmitate non poſſunt, 


13, Whenadoctrinall errour (not beeing funda- 
merall) prevaileth by publicke Authoriticin any Church, 
a private Paſtor or Doctor eſpying it, may lawfullie and 
Laudablie , forbeare publicke {tryving agaynſt it , when 
hee evidentlie perceaveth , that vnavoydable Schiſme 
would followe there-vpon. In ſuch a caſe hee ſhould 
content him-ſelfe, ro feede his hcarers with that whol- 
ſome Milke of the Word, which they may receaue, and - 
delay the giving of {tronger Food? vnto them, becauſe 
of their infirmitie : Conlidering that more neceflarie 
and weyghticr Duetie, which hee owerh for preſerva- 
tion of Order and Peace ; and labouring, in a myld and 

eaceable manner, to curethem. To this purpoſe be- ,, . 

- | | 2 
ongeth that ſaying of Gregorie Nazianzen, Let mo gu 1s. 
mano, therefore, bee more wyſe than is convenient , neyther tom.1, pag. 
more legall than the Lawe, _— more bright than the 446.& 447, 
Light, neyther more ſtrayght than the Rule, neyther higher Edit. Gras 
than the (ommaindement, But howe ſhall this bee? If 9% Pariſe. 

: II I weetake ©90.2630e 


Be:le/. 
Lndz, Lib, 
ge tenenada 
weritate 
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wee take knowledge of Decencie, and commende the lawe of 
N ature » and followe Reaſon , and deſpyſe not good order. 
x % a] aTuATwuy EUTAZIG). ] And that of the 
Auncicnt Church of Lions in France, neare eyght hun- 
-drcth yeares a-gce ; Who doeth not calmlie and peaceablie 
moacrate that, which hee thinketh, but #s readze incontinent to 
Contentioas, Diſſentions , and Scandalls , altho hee hay not 


an bereticall ſenſe , mot certayulie bee hath an hereticall 
mynde, _= 


Scripture poit mediam | in Bill, Patr, Tom, 4, Part, 2 Edit. 4. ] Dui 101 !ran- 
quill? &+ pacifice moderatur qued ſentit, ſed ſtatim paratus eft ad contentiancs, diſſentioe 
res, &» ſcandals, ctiamſi non babeat Hereticum jenſum, certiſſime babet Hareticum 


ANIM, 


14. Divine Inſtitution, by the Miniſterie of the 
Apoitles, craveth Deacons, ordayned by Impoſition of 
handes, for all their lyfe tyme, Ac rs 6. Yet in our 
Reformed Church of SCOTLAND wee haue no ſuch 
Deacons. Which OE conomicall defect , neceſſitated 
by detention of Church mayntenance nececffarie for 
their ſuſtentation , wee hope ſhall nor bee imputed to 
our Church, as ſinne, ſo long as Shee deſpyſerh not that 
Inſtitution , and acknowledgeth, and lamenterh, this 
deficiencie , and endeyoureth , by peaccable layfull 
meanes) to haue it remedied, 


15. Altho ſome Afirmatine Dueties, neceſlarie by 
Divine Przcept , doe giue place, ſome tymes, to cther 
more weyghtie , and more preſſing Dueties, ( as the 
ſaving of aſtranger may bee omitted, for faving my fa- 
ther, or my a. == or my ſonne, out of the ſame dan- 
ger, when I am able onlic to ſaue one of them. And ma- 
nie ſuch lyke examples dce occurre : ) yet it is never 
lawfull ro condemne or oppugne ſuch Dueties, as evill, 
or ſuperſtitious, or ſcandalous in them-ſelues, neyther 

| | to ranke 
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to ranke them amongſt thinges in them-ſelues indiffe- 
rent. 


16, Hence wee doe inferre,that not-with-tandin g 
of the neceſlitie of thoſe of the Pearth Articles, which 


wee call neceſſarie , yet ſome tymes the practiſing of 


them , may become not neceſfarie, and the omiſſion 
there-of nor ſinfull , publicke Authoritie, and the ne- 
ceſſitie of the peace of the Church, ſo requyring. Some 
tyme, in-deede, the omiſſion of a thing preſcrybed by 
an Affirmative Divine or Humane Lawe, may bee fault- 
lefſe: Burir is never lawfull for Subjees, ro tranſ- 
grefſe the Negatiue parte of the Divine Pracepr, by re- 
liſting with force of Armes, thar Power where-vnto 
GOD hath ſubjected them, and to which Hee hath 
forbidden chem, to make ſuch reſiſtance. Neyther is 
it at anie tyme lawfull , for Paſtors and Teachers , to 
teach erronious doctrine. 


I7. Yee doeattributetovs, as a great abſurditie, 
that at the will of our Ordinarie, and other layfull Su- 


theſe thinges which the Aſſemblie hath appoynted to 
bee obſerved. And this yee inferre from 65 neceſhtie 
of Adminiſtration of the Sacramentes , ſome tymes in 

rivate places, according to our judgement. Certayn- 
lie, yee will have much a-doe, to make good, by right 
Logicke, this your inference from ſuch an _Antecedent. 
But to ſpeake of the matter of the conſequent, for ſati(- 
faction to the Reader , wee finde no ſuch abfurditie in 
it, as yee ſeeme to proclayme. For, if fome Ducties 


Thom, 1* . 
24% q#. 43» : 
arty7+» Prope 
ter nulluns 
ſcandalum 
quod ſequs 
wideatur, 


debet homey, 
erioures , Wee are readie to forbeare the practiſe of pratermiſſa 


wyeritate, 
falſitatem 
docere, 


J 


A 


appoynted by divyne Law , giue place ſome-tymes to 


other weyghtie ducties , ſuch as is the keeping of pub- 


licke peace and good order,as we haue alreadie ſhowne;: 


much more may athing , notwithſtanding,of anie hu- 


mane Lawec appoynting it to bee obſerved , be for 


theſe 
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theſe reſpetes omitted , at the will and dire&ion of 
thoſe Superioures, to whom wee owe our obedience 
requyred by that huinane Law , and who have power to 
diſpence with our practiſe in that part, 


—_—_ —_ — ——— - -_ ——_—_— 


Tre XIV. Dvery. 


I the wordes of the Covenant bee playne , ( ſay yec ) con- 
cerning the meere forbearance » and ſpeake nothing of the 
onlawfulnefſe , no mans thoughts can make achange. But 
vyee haue given our reaſons , which juſtlie moue vs to 
requyre greater playnneſle; neyrher haue yvee as yet re- | 
ccaved ſatisfaction , concerning thoſe reaſons, | 


2. In our.14 REPLYE, weeſayde, That your 
Band of Mutnall Defence agaynſt all perſons what-ſo-ever, 
may drawe Subjects , perhaps , to take Armes agaynſt 
theirKing, ( which GOD avert ) and conſequentlie 
from that loyalrie of Obedience , which they owe to 
their Soveraygne , and ours; except yee declare , and 
explayne your ſelues better , than yee have hitherto 
done. To this yee anſwere, that, by this Replye wee 
doe a threefolde wrong : One to our ſelues , another 
to the Subſcrybers , the third to the Kings Majeſtie, 
But yee haue not directlic anſwered to the poynt propo- 
ned by vs. 


3. The wrong which yee ſay , wee doe to our ſelues, 
is in forging from the wordes of the Covenant , impediments, 
and drawing ſtumbling blockes in our owne way , to hinder 
eur Subſcription. This your wrongous aſſeveration, wee 
Juſtlie denye,, proteſting , as wee haue often done;,that 


weedoe walke ſincerelie in this matter , according to 
gur 


i 
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our light , Nor forging to our ſelues impedimentes , nor 
drawing ſtumbling blockes in our owne way ; but clearlie 
ſhowing the impedimentes , and {tumbling blockes, 
which the Contryvers of the COvEnanT haue layde in 
our way , by their verie incommodious expreſſion , ir- 
reconciliable { in our judgement ) with your expolt- 
tion. 


4. Yee ſay , wee wrong the Subſcryvers, in changing 
the ſtate of the Dneſtion, and in making a divorce betwixt 
Religion , and the King's eAuthoritie , which the Cove» 
nant joyneth together , hand in hand. Wee doe no-wayes 
wrong the Subſcrybers , when wee propone vprightlie 
our juit Scruples, as wee in our CONSCIENCES 
doe conceaue them, where-by wee are moved 
to with-holde our handes-from thar CovnNnaNT: 
where-of one is, the feare of vnlawtfull reliſtance to Au- 
thoritie, if wee ſhould holde to that Coven int; howe 
ſo-evcr yee will not ſuffer to heare patientlie this obje- 
Qion, Cot in your Covenant yee doe profeſle , the 
conjunction- of Religion , andthe King's Authoritie : 
which profeſſion of yours , docth nor ſufficientlie ſerue 
for aull anſwere to our objection , agaynſt thoſe other 
words of that ſame (ovenaut , where-vpon our Scruple 
didaryſe. To cleare this, we wiſh you to anſwere direct= 
lie (to this our preſent Demaund: whether or no, in 
caſe of diſagreement , ( which GOD avert ) thinke yee 
thar the Covenanters are obliedged , by vertue of their 
Covenant , to make open reliſtance,by force of Armes > 
If yee thinke they are obliedged ro make reſiſtance, 
then wee deſire your anſwere to the Reaſons and Teſti- 
monies brought in'our 2 Duplye , proving the vnlaw- 
fulneſſe of ſuch reſiſtance.” Bur if yee thinke that they 
bee not obliedged , then declare it playnlie, 
KK. 


4. But 
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5. But moſt .of all , yee ſay , wee awrong the King's 
Majeſtie , in bringing him vpon the Srdge , before his Sub. 
jeftes, m wheſe myndes wee wonld ( as yee de ynuſtlie al- 
lcadge ) beget and byeede ſuſpitions of oppoſing the Tructh, 
of makins Innovation in Religion » and of dealing with the 
Sulbjefts , contrarieto his Lawes and Proclamations , and 
contrarie tothe Oath at his Coronation. Wee anſwere; wce 
have not brozeght , but haue found his Majeſtie vpon this 
vnpleaſant Stage , oppoling himſelfe openlie to your 
Covenant , With folemne Proteſtations , agaynit all ſuſ- 
pitions of oppoling the Trueth, or making Innova- 
ticn of Religion, or dealing with the Subjectes contra- 
ric to his Lawcs ara Proclamations, or contrarie to the 
. Oath at his Corcnation. This his Majcſtics declara- 
tion , agaynit which yee have proteſted, wee haue wil- 
linglie receaved , and dce truelie belicue ir. | 


6. Whatthe moſt houourable Lords, of his Maje- 
{ties privie Counſell haue done, concerning his Maje- 
{tics latt Proclamation , and vpon what moriues , their 
Honoars themſclues doe know, and his Majeſties High 
Commiſſioner, -hath publicklie declared in his printed 
MANIFESTO, contrarie to ſome of your Aﬀſeve- #*. 
rations, concerning the proceeding ofthat Honourable © 
Boord. HY 


7, Yeeprofcile hecre, that , It becommerh your, to 
judge charuablie of bis eM ajeſties intentions , altho Yee», 
diſallow the Service-Booke , and Canons , as contayni®s.” 
a reall Innovation of Religion; and doe affirme, that," th 
intention of the Prelates, and their Aſſociates , the At 
thors and Contryvers of the Bookes , is moſt juſtlie ſuſpe- 
fed by you. Wee have tolde youalreadie, that , con- 
cerning the matters , —_— in thoſe Bookes , it- is- - 
not now tyme to diſpute ,. the Bookes themiſelues bein 

. "diſcharged by his Majgſties Proclamation , and a n_—_ 
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—_ made z that his Majeſtie will neyther now no* 
eere-afrer , preile the practiſe of the fore-ſayde {anons 
.and Service-Booke , nor anie thing of that nature , but in 
ſuch a fayre and legall way , as ſhall ſatisfie all his Maje- 
fties loving Subjects; and, that his Maſleitie neyther in- 
tendeth Innovation in Religion or lawes. As for the in- 
rentions of his ſacred Majeiſtie > wee doe heartilie and 
thankfullie acknowledge them, to bee truelie conforme 
to his Majeſties gracious Declaration , in that his laſt 
Proclamation. And, in-deede, it becommeth both yuu 
and vs , to thinke ſo ofthem. Neyther doe wee take 

vpon vs, to harbour in our breaſts, anie vncharitable ſuſ- 

pition , concerning the intentions of thoſe others of 
whom yee ſpeake ; ſeeing they ſtand or fall to their 

owne maſter , and the thoughts of their hearts are vn- 

knowne, both to you and vs: and in a matter vncertaine 

It is ſure{tto judge charitablie. Yea, wee haue manie 

' pregnant Arguments to perſwade vs , that thoſe Reve- 

rende Prelates, and their Aſſociates , had noſuchinten= 

tion , as yee judge, 


$. Yee make mention of three wrongs , done by vs 
to you: The one, in the WARNING , where-of yee 
haue an anſwere allreadie given in our 12 Dv2LYEe, 
where yee did vſe greacer exaggerations, than eyther 
the intention of the Warner id merite, or became your 
charitie and profeſſion. And by your repetition of it 
in this place , yee ſhow, that yee haue too great delight 
to dwell yponſuch expoſtulations , where-as Theolo= 
oicall reaſons of the matterin controverſie, would bet- 
ter become you in ſuch a DisevTz. The ſecond 
wrong is, that (as yee alleadge) wee haue wronged 
you, {n with-holding our hand and helpe from ſo good a cauſes 
of purging Religion , andreforming the Kirke , from ſo ma- 
nie groſſe abuſes , and oppoſing all theſe who haue —_— | 
aboured 


hi 


Hieronym, 
Apologia 


aav, rſus 


Reffinum, 
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labonred for Reformation. But certaynlie , the wrong. is 
doneto vs by you ,. inrhat yee doe, without "Sotaas, of 
Aruthoritie , obtrude ypon vs , and vpon thoſe commit- 
ted to our charges , the ſwearing of an Oath , which is 
agayn{t our owne conſciences : and becauſe of our juſt 
refuſall and oppoſition , yee doe wrong vs alſo , in miſ- 
interpreting our pious and vpright meanings , and in 
making and (tirring vp collaterall , and perſonall quar- 
rells agaynit vs, and threatning vs there-with. Thus 
( if GOD by his ſpeciall grace did not vpholde vs) might 


que incipig, Wee bee driven, by worldlie terroures , to doe agaynit 
Letis lite- thelight.of our owne conſciences.. | 


TIS, prope fi- 


nem, Tal:bas inſtitutus es Diſciplinis, vt cnt reſpondere non potuery, raput auferms: 
Cr linguam, gue tacere no poteft ſears > Nee magnopere gloriers, [i facias quod 
Scorpiones poſſunt facere, & Cantharides, Fecernnt bec (3 Fulvia is Cicerouem , &v- 
Herodias in loannem : quia v:ritatem non poterant artdire ; 29* linguam veriloquans 
aiſcriminals acu confoderunt, -— ==— Adverſum impiiſſiros Ccljum atque P orthye 


Fr 
20 2; 


49ti ſcripſere nottrorum2- Quis omi{[a cauſa, in jup:r flua crimiuum 0bjettign 
rſatns cit d: 


ga: The third Wrong , where-with yee charge vs, 
and for the which yee doc inſinuate, thar wee maye 
feare Trowble, is ( as yeealleadge) in our ſpeaches, in 
publicke,and private,and in our Miſſiues, &c. Herevnto 
wee anſwere, as in our former Replyes , That when-ſo- 
ever it ſhal pleaſe you;to ſpecifie theſe ſpeaches,we.hope 
to give you, and all vv". 9" Chriſtians, full 


 fatisfaction, and to cleare our ſelues-of that. impuration; 


1othat none ſhall haue juſt reaſon;to worke vs anie Trou-- 
ble, Inthe meane tyme, if our ingenuitie.would per- 
mit vs, ( as irdoerhnot ) to thinke it a decent courfe, 
to make vie of Hearkeners, and Catchers of wordes , and 
to wayte for the haulting of our Brethren,fome of your 
owne ſpeaches might bee repreſented vnto you, where- 

in yee would find:weakneſle. 1 | 

10: As fortheſe Ontward, or Externall hy "x 
wWhic2- 
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which ye bring heere, to proue your Covenanting, to bee 
The worke of GOD, from the Succeſſe TM Enter 
pryze,from the multitude of Subſcrybers, and from their 
Contentment and from their good carriage , ( which wee 
would wiſh, in manie of them, to bee more charitable, 
and peaceable, and ſo more Chriſtian, than it is) wee 
cannot acknowledge, to bee eA Commentarie written 
by the LORD'S owne Hand, ( as yee pretende ) in 
approbation of your Covenazt ; vnleſle yee firſt clearlie 
ſnowe vs the Texr or S»bſtance of your COVENANT, 
to bee written in the HOLIE SCRIPTURES, in all 
poyntes chere-of; eſpeciallie in thoſe xr #9 » Where- 
in yceand wee doe controvert, and which onelic, at 
this ry me; can bee pretended againſt vs,ſeeing we make 
oppolition onelie in thoſe poyntes. And wee wiſh 
heartilie , That leaving thele weake Notes of Truzth, to 
the Papiftes, chiefe Acclaymers of them , amongſt 
Chriitians , ( that wee fpeake no-thing of Aliens from 
Chriſtianitie ) yee would bee pleaſed to adhere , with 
vs, vnto the HOLIE SCRIPTURES, as the onelie 
ſure and perfect RULE of TRUE RELIGION, and 
the Heavenlie Lampe, which G O D hath given vs, 
to ſhowe vs the Way of Trueth and Peace: Where-in 
the GOD of Trueth and Peace direct all our (teppes,for 
IESUS CHRIST our SAVIOUR, whois our 
Peace: To HIM bee Gloric for ever : e Amen-. 
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